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New Israeli premier sworn in 

‘Negotiations without prior conditions,’ 
Netanyahu tells Arab leaders 


LA Times-Washington 
Post News Service 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu launched his new 
government Tuesday 

embroiled in a nasty dispute 
with the barons of his own 
Likud Party and its hard-line 
allies over key ministerial 
posts. 

The wrangling over portfo¬ 
lios delayed an inaugural confi¬ 
dence vote by five hours. At 
the same time, it underscored 
Netanyahu's determination to 
retain authority in his cabinet 
in the face of other Likud stal¬ 
warts with agendas of their 
own, particularly former 
Defense Minister Ariel Sharon. 
And it put or embarrassing dis¬ 
play his difficulty in rewarding 
the half-dozen rightist or relig¬ 
ious parties that helped elect 
him but with competing pro¬ 
grams and rivaJ leaders. 

The quarrel was resolved 
late Tuesday night with an 
agreement to give Sharon a 
post created on the spot: minis¬ 
ter of national infrastructure. 
As such, be will be in charge of 
state lands and new roads to 
bypass .Palestinian zones on the 
West Bank, a natural fit for the 
champion of Jewish settlement. 
In return, former Foreign Min¬ 
ister David Levy'—who held 
out until Sharon got a job— 
agreed to accept the post, once 
more in Netanyahu’s 


govemmenL 

The government was voted 
into power 62-50 in the 120- 
member legislature, with some 
members absent. A later, separ¬ 
ate vote confirmed Levy as for¬ 
eign minister, but final 
approval of Sharon's new min¬ 
istry was put off until Wednes¬ 
day because it involved peeling 
off departments from other 
ministries. 

Such horse-irading among 
coalition partners " seeking 
power to distribute spoils to 
their constituencies has been a 
feature of Israeli politics since 
the Jewish state was founded in 
1948. Bui Netanyahu’s eager¬ 
ness to prevent the reins of 
authority from landing in oth¬ 
ers' hands also was intensified 
by Israel’s first-ever direct 
election of the prime minister 
on 29 May, giving him an extra 
measure of power over minis¬ 
ters in his cabinet. 

The last-minute negotiations 
overshadowed Netanyahu's 
inaugural speech, in which he 
called for Syria, Lebanon and 
Saudi Arabia to negotiate with 
Israel without conditions 
despite his stand that the Golan 
Heights must remain under 
Israeli sovereignty. Aides said 
the protracted wrangling was in 
his mind as he delivered the 
20-minute address in a somber, 
passionless tone. 

The appeal for resuming 
negotiations with Syria— 
suspended because of bomb¬ 


ings in Israel during the elec¬ 
tion campaign—was foreshad¬ 
owed in a set of policy guide¬ 
lines announced Sunday. And 
Lebanon, which is largely con¬ 
trolled by Syria, has long 
marched in tandem with 
Damascus. But the call for 
talks with Saudi Arabia seemed 
striking, since the Saudis have 
not negotiated with Israel in 
public about anything and are 
thought to be waiting for a set¬ 
tlement with Syria before any 
rapprochement with the Jewish 
state. 

*7 call in peace to all the 
leaders of the Arab states, and I 
especially call on our close 
neighbors—to the president of 
Syria, Hafez Assad, to the pres¬ 
ident of Lebanon, Elias Hrawi, 
to Fahd, king of Saudi Arabia, 
and to all the Arab 

leaders, let us negotiate _ 

directly, negotiations 
for peace, which will 
lead the Middle East 
into a new age of sta¬ 
bility and prosperity/’ j 
Netanyahu declared, i 
“Negotiations, gentle- 1 
men, without any prior 
conditions, and that is 
the key: no prior 
conditions." 

Netanyahu also 
expressed a desire to 
continue negotiations 
with Yasser Arafat’s 
Palestinian Authority, 
set up to administer - 
autonomy enclaves in 


Gaza and the West Bank 
agreed to by the outgoing 
Labor government headed by 
Shimon Peres. But he made it 
clear that the degree of cooper¬ 
ation with Arafat’s administra¬ 
tion would depend on Palestin¬ 
ian cooperation on security 
matters. 

"On the basis of maintaining 
security, we will maintain a 
true partnership of peace, good 
ncighborliness and coopera¬ 
tion." he said. "The state of 
Israel will negotiate with the 
Palestinian Authority on condi¬ 
tion that it fulfills all its 
obligations." 

Under the peace accords. 
Israel ended its 27-ycar occupa¬ 
tion of six West Bank cities and 
promised to continue negotia¬ 
tions for additional withdrawal 


from the West Bank. The Pal¬ 
estinians have made it clear 
they would view a return of 
Israeli troops to West Bank cit¬ 
ies as a violation of the peace 
agreements, as they would for 
a strengthening or expansion 
of the West Bank Jewish 
settlements. 

In his speech, Netanyahu 
called Jewish sealers "the true 
pioneers" of Israel and said his 
government will encourage 
settlement in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and Golan Heights. 

The United Slates views 
Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza as an obstacle 
to peace, and held up loan 
guarantees for immigrant hous¬ 
ing during the previous Likud 
government. when then- 
Housing Minister Sharon was 
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Hot summit not 
expected to end up 
with reconciliation 



By Ahmad Shaker 

'if:... Special to The Star 
HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
‘is expected to deliver one of the 
-most important and crucial 
political speeches at next 
week's Arab summit in Cairo 
-focusing on the issues of peace, 
-terrorism and Arab reconcilia¬ 
tion, informed sources told The 
Star: 

V The sources said the summit 
will be the hottest" in 30 years 
-and that it is expected to adopt 
a number of resolutions that 
wll determine the course of the 
Middle East peace process in 
-light of the right wing victory 
Israel's elections, 
v- Bui in spile of the fact that 
Jhe Arab summit will convene 
a hiatus of six years, 
ers believe it will do lit- 
jtprend Arab divisions. They 


add that a number of Arab 
countries have already 
expressed reservations about 
the convening of the summit, 
its timing and the circum¬ 
stances surrounding its set up. 
No more than seven heads of 
state are expected to attend, 
which reflects the political 
mood in the Arab countries. 

Those who confirmed their 
attendance are King Hussein, 
Egypt’s President Mubarak, 
Syria’s President Assad, Pales¬ 
tinian President Arafat, Leba¬ 
non’s President Hirawi, 
Sudan's President Bashir and 
Bahrain's Sheikh Issa. 

It is clear that lack of atten¬ 
dance at the highest level will 
undermine the summit's suc¬ 
cess in bringing reconciliation 
and putting an end to the politi¬ 
cal consequences of the Gulf 


War. | 

Iraq’s exclusion K 
from the meeting is K 
also expected to cast | 
its shadow on the par- I 
ucipants and their I 
agenda. Observers *— 
believe Iraq's exclu¬ 
sion already means that the 
Gulf War file will remain open 
and that Arab reconciliation is 
not even an issue for debate. 

Another issue which is 
expected to raise tension at the 
summit is sponsorship of ter¬ 
rorism by some Arab and 
regional capitals. Iran's associ¬ 
ation with recent incidents in 
Bahrain will feature promi¬ 
nently and it is feared that 
Syria's close relations with 
Tehran witl come under fire 
threatening a successful con¬ 
clusion of the conference. 


Jordanian-Syrian relations, 
which have been strained for 
months, are not expected to 
improve especially since Jor¬ 
dan will warn of recent 
attempts by an Arab capital to 
interfere in the domestic affairs 
of countries that have relations 
with Israel. Jordan has been 
active in calling for a united 
stand to oppose auempts to 
destabilize Gulf countries and 
King Hussein sent messages to 
that effect to the leaders of the 
UAE and Bahrain. 

How open will the leaders 


mending the Cairo summit be 
in debating such issues is ques¬ 
tionable. King Hussein told the 
Los Angeles Times this week 
that the summit wilt be hot and 
that Lhere is a need for openness 
and sincerity in dealing with 
issues. He pointed to attempts 
to destabilize Jordan's security 
through terrorism. 

But the hosts will also try to 
defuse any political bombshell. 
Egypt docs not want the sum¬ 
mit, which it had worked to 
convene, to end up in failure. 

Continued on page 2 


‘The First Lady of Song’ 


JL. M M. mra ^J v ■ Q 

Jazz great Ella Fitzgerald’s melody 

lingers on to eternity 


By Charlotte Helene Astor 

WASHINGTON—Ella Fitzgerald, 
who outgrew, outlasted and outsail g 
every other jazz singer of her genera¬ 
tion, leaves a musical legacy unlikely 
to be surpassed. 

“It was Fitzgerald who almost sin¬ 
gle-handedly elevated the American 
popular song to the status of art ...” 
fnusic critic Richard Harrington wrote 
-in The Washington Post. "In the pro¬ 
cess, she helped define jazz as 'Amer¬ 
ica’s classical music.* And she was the 
focus of a nation's pride in a native art 
.•form.” 

' • Fitzgerald, who died June 15 at her 
Beverly Hills. Califor¬ 
nia, home at age 79, 

sang professionally for •_ 

toore than six decades. Ij/^j 
. Acclaimed imemation- ww WJ 

she recorded 250 _ 

^albums and won 13 LJ I 

Grammy awards, per- I 1 w j 

forming with big bands, 
symphony orchestras, 

“toll groups, and fellow 

and musicians such as Frank 
Sinatra and Louis Armstrong. 

Since the 1940s, she had been called 
*The First Lady of Song," a title which 
m her to perfection. “Her pitch was so 


Report 


true, her intonation so perfect, that 
band members could tune up to Fitzge¬ 
rald's voice," Harrington wrote in 77»e 
Post Eddie Gallaher, a Washington 
disc jockey and radio announcer since 
1946, said Fitzgerald "used notes that 
musicians wished they could do on 
Lheir instruments. She had heart. She 
could do anything—up. down, inside- 
OUt." 

Her voice, which retained its charm 
and youthfulness throughout her 
career, spanned a remarkable range of 
nearly three octaves. Unlike contem¬ 
poraries such as Sinatra, who often put 
their personal triumphs and heartaches 
into their music, Fitzge- 

# rald "has not been an 
autobiographic singer ... 
nor a character- 
projecting actress," said 
Henry Pleasants in The 
« ^ + Great American Popular 
L/ i L Singers. 

Although Fitzgerald 
was faulted by some crit¬ 
ics for the lack of emo¬ 
tional pain in her music, this apparent 
equanimity made her a voice of reassu¬ 
rance and hope. "She offered her lis¬ 
teners her love of melody, joy in sing¬ 
ing and delight in public performance 


...." Pleasants said. ”... Like Louis 
Armstrong, she always seemed to be 
having a ball," 

Fitzgerald was bom in 1917 in New¬ 
port News, Virginia. Her mother 
moved the family to Yonkers. New 
York, when Ella was young. In 1932, 
her mother died, and Ella went to live 
with relatives in New York City’s Har¬ 
lem neighborhood. 

She made her stage debut in 1934, 
winning a talent contest at Harlem's 
famed Apollo Theater, with her rendi¬ 
tion of ’The Object of My Affection." 
Soon after, she began appearing with 
the Chick Webb Band, and made her 
first recording in 1935. She achieved 
mass popularity in 1938 wilh a swing 
version of an old nursery jingle. "A 
Tisket A Tasket," which became a mil¬ 
lion-seller. 

Her next big seller came in 1945. a 
calypso comic duet with French per¬ 
former Louis Jordan, "Stone Cold 
Dead in the Market." In 1947, she had 
another major hit, George and Ira" 
Gershwin’s "Oh, Lady, Be Good." 

During the 1940s, Fitzgerald, influ¬ 
enced by be-bop instrumentalists such 
as Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie, 
began scat singing—a phonetic 
improvisation to simulate an instru¬ 


mental solo. 

She perfected her scat technique by 
using her musical knowledge to match 
vocally the sound of horns in the 
orchestra. The resulting sounds, "put 
to shame many of the best improvising 
instrumentalists," music critic William 
Simon wrote in the introduction to 
Fitzgerald's “Rodgers and Han Song 
Book." 

“The Rodgers and Han Song Book" 
is part of a series of anthologies Fitzge¬ 
rald began in the 1950s that includes 
the works of Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, 
Harold Arlen. Duke Ellington, the 
Gershwins. Jerome Kern and Johnny 
Mercer. Those albums, considered by 
many critics to be Fitzgerald's finest 
work, “were among the first pop 
records to devote such serious atten¬ 
tion to individual songwriters," Ste¬ 
phen Holden wrote in 77ie New York 
Times. 

Said lyricist Ira Gershwin, “I never 
knew how good our songs were until i 
heard Ella Fitzgerald sing them." 

Despite the changes in the music 
industry that began with the growing 
popularity of rock ‘n’ roll, Fitzgerald 
continued working and recording. A 

ContinuetTon page 3 


expanding settlements. 

The guidelines rale out Pales¬ 
tinian demands for an indepen¬ 
dent state in the West Bank 
with East Jerusalem as the capi¬ 
tal. They also assert that Israel 
will retain sovereignty over the 
Golan Heights, whose return 
Syria demands in exchange for 
a peace agreement. 

Reactions to the apparent 
contradictions in Netanyahu’s 
starements have been - splii 
between those who rake them at 
face value and those who argue 
that many Israeli leaders have 

Continued on page 2 
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United strategy needed 
for success of summit 


By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE 24TH Arab summit in 
Cairo to be held this Saturday, 
must come out with a united 
strategy to confront the chal¬ 
lenges facing the Arab world. 

This summit is unusual. It 
was not an Arab League’s ini¬ 
tiative, but called for by Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and Syria in 
their last meeting in Damascus 
earlier this month. 

It is described as the ‘Sum¬ 
mit for Syria’. Damascus may 
have serious problems with the 
next Likud Prime Minister. 
Benjamin Netanyahu is likely 
to prove a tough nut to break. 
Syria's other worry relates to 
the recent Israel-Turkcy mili¬ 
tary agreement. 

Political analysts believe, 
Syria today finds itself in a 
tight spot. Before, it sought to 
play peace game on its own. 
However, with the election of 
Netanyahu. Syrian president 
Assad is now seeking a more 
extrovert strategy: that of rally¬ 
ing Arab support. 

Despite the fact that the Pal- 
estinian-Israeli track is more 


complicated with greater dan¬ 
gers for collision, it was of lit¬ 
tle concern to the leaders meet¬ 
ing in Damascus. It can safely 
be argued that it will not be on 
top of the Summit's agenda. 

After all the Arab public is 
waiting for a decisive stand. 
There is optimism but many 
others are sceptical about the 
outcome of the summit. The 
Israelis say that the summit 
will be another honeymoon to 
sing the praises of Arab unity 
which will be lost soon after. 

"I am not optimistic that this 
summit will solve all of our 

E roblcms. But I am optimistic 
ecause it will find some solu¬ 
tions.” Dr Fawzi Tuaimeh told 
The Star. “An Arab order that 
can impose itself on Lhe inter¬ 
national field is an urgent 
demand." the deputy and chair¬ 
man of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Lower House 
said. 

Arab differences will reflect 
itself on the summit's agenda. 
Inter-Arab differences particu¬ 
larly on the Syrian-Jordaman 
and Syrian-Palestinian levels 
are high at the present lime. 
The main bone of contention is 


the current peace process. 

Sources said that Syria has 
demanded an official apology 
from Jordan and the Palestin¬ 
ians for making peace individu¬ 
ally with Israel. Although Syria 
is adamant, both Jordan and the 
PNA reject such a request. 
Relations between Jordan and 
Syria have become more tense, 
especially as Jordanian security 
forces allegedly arrested armed 
members of group coming 
through the Syrian border. The 
Jordanian side will present 
these accusations to the sum¬ 
mit. sources said. 

"Arab leaders are going to 
this summit having precon¬ 
ceived ideas, differences and 
contradictions. So I don't think 
there are reasons for opti¬ 
mism," said Mr Fakhri Kawar, 
general secretary of the Gen¬ 
eral Union Arab Writers. "I do 
not think that they can over¬ 
come their problems." 

Jordan has never been absent 
from any Arab summit and has 
consistently called for Arab 
solutions to Arab problems. 

Deputy Tuaimeh believes 

Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited bv Marwan AlAsmar 



Will they or won’t 
they 

B The govern mem has got 
itself in a 
muddle 
again. 

This lime 
it is over 
the 

removal 
of bread 
subsidies. 

The gov¬ 
ernment 

now says- 

that it will Sober 



remove 

the subsidy on bread prices, but 
that this will not affect the poor 
in society. But does that make 
sense? If you are going to 
remove the subsidy, then 
surely this will affect every¬ 
body. the rich and the poor, 
unless you ha\ c two price tags. 
Whatever the case, the govern¬ 
ment should keep stomp about 
the whole affair until the com¬ 
mittee appointed by the Minis¬ 
try of Supply makes a full rec¬ 
ommendation. According to 
the Minister of Supply. Munir 
Sobar. the committee is appar¬ 
ently studying ways of imple¬ 
menting the subsidy policy that 
has already been agreed upon 
by the government. 

Lower House to con¬ 
vene in July 

B Parliament should be back in 
business in the first week of 
July according to informed 
sources. The extraordinary ses¬ 
sion is expected to discuss and 
pass a number of important 
laws, one of which is the Illicit 
Gains draft law. Apparently, 
this has been on the top gov¬ 
ernment agenda. The draft laws 
of Jordan Press Association. 
Petra News Agency and Tele¬ 
vision and Radio Corp.. will 
also be presented at the 
extraordinary session. Discus¬ 
sions of these draft laws is 
expected to heal up since the 
legislators will find themselves 
debating some controversial 
issues such as the definition of 
a journalist and the right of oth¬ 
ers to set up their own radio 
and TV stations. 

It’s Tawjihi time! 

B With palms sweating. Jorda¬ 
nian students sat the first part 
of the Tawjhi exam this week. 




It may not be make or break 
time, but Tawjihi will be the 
deciding factor for many stu¬ 
dents. Slightly less than 97,000 
pupils are sitting their exams 
this year. Their will be 1517 
halls throughout the country. 
About 52.000 students are tak¬ 
ing the exams in the literary 
stream and about 26,000 in the 
scientific stream. More than 
6000 students are taking exams 
in the commercial stream while 
under 4.000 in the agricultural 
stream. There are of course 
other streams such as the indus¬ 
trial. hotels, and nursing. 

US, Jordan conduct 
exercises 

B Sailors and Marines of the 
US Fifth Fleet and Jordanian 
Armed Forces will conduct a 
combined arms (raining exer¬ 
cise known as Infinite Moon¬ 
light 1996. it was announced on 
Wednesday. 

Infinite Moonlight, sched¬ 
uled for 21 June to 10 July, will 
allow US Navy amphibious 
forces and Jordanian Armed 
Forces to train side-by-side, to 
enhance their military relations 
and joint cooperation and coor¬ 
dination. The exercise is pan of 
the ongoing bilateral military 
program between the United 
Slates and Jordan. 

US military personnel will 
arrive by ship in Aqaba and to 
be transported to the exercise 
area near Al Qatrana. south of 
Amman. 

Popular delegation 
visits Iraq 

fl Whoever said that Jordan’s 
relationship with Iraq is going 
from bad to worse must be off 
his rocker. Well, politically the 
relationship could be described 
as cold, hut people are still feel¬ 
ing every bit of warmth for 
their Iraqi brethrens as they did 
during the last Gulf War. Last 
week witnessed the biggest 
ever popular delegation from 
this side to visit Iraq. The dele¬ 
gation’s mission. which 
included trade unionists, politi¬ 
cians. party general secretaries 
and journalists, was to express 
solidarity with the Iraqi people 
against the continuation of the 
UN sanctions. Former ministers 
like Abd Al Raouf Al Rawab- 
deh of the A! Yaqatha Parry 
and Sulieman Arar of the Al 
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Mustaqbal were al the fore¬ 
front. 

Islamic 
Action 
Front 
deputy. 

Abdallah 
Al Akai- j 
leh was 
also 
present. 

The size 

of the ., _ _ . . 

del eg alio Rawabdeh 

n must be 

seen as an embarrassment to 
the government, particularly in 
the wake of the Arab summit 
which has excluded Iraq from 
attending 


Mayor of Amman 
delivers speech at 
HABITAT II 

B Mr Shihadeh Abu Hudcib. 
assistant Mayor of Amman 
for Planning, delivered a 
speech on behalf of Mayor 
Mamdou 
h Al 

was held 

in Istan- | 

recently _! 

he under- ^AUadi 
lined the 

Greater Amman Municipal¬ 
ity's role in shaping the future 
of Arab cities. 

He pointed to the Future of 
Arab Cities Conference, 
which was held in Amman 
last March, and the Amman 
Declaration of Arab mayors 
and representatives of local 
authorities which was based 
on a number of principles. 
Among these were poverty 
eradication and urban devel¬ 
opment. providing basic ser¬ 
vices to the cities' most vul¬ 
nerable population especially 
women and children and pro¬ 
moting the wider sharing of 
development opportunities. 
The mayors. Mr Shihadeh 
said, also committed them¬ 
selves to adopt policies based 
on balanced distribution of 
resources in line with the 
principle of sustainable 


By Harry Pullens 

Special to The Star 

PROFESSIONAL WOMEN 
which included educators, writ¬ 
ers. sociologists, lawyers, econ¬ 
omists and civil right activists 
convened for a two-day work¬ 
shop on the improvement of 
the status of women and their 
empowerment ai the Queen 
Zein Al Sharaf Complex for 
Social Development It was or¬ 
ganized by the American Cen¬ 
ter in Amman. 

Besides, a reconsideration 
for the universally known prob¬ 
lems of high rates of illiteracy, 
poverty and unemployment 
among women, other issues 
that came under discussion in¬ 
cluded. management, sustaina¬ 
bility and networking of wom¬ 
en resource centers and other 
non-governmental organiza¬ 
tions (NGOs) in the Kingdom 
and beyond. 

Participants argued it is not 


development. 

Mr Shihadeh added that 
among the recommendations 
adopted were issuing a call for 
stronger cooperation among 
cities in the Arab region, 
strengthening urban planning 
capacities and ensuring proper 
legislative cooperation 

between municipal and local 
authorities. The participants, 
Mr Shihadeh added, called for 
a stronger role for women in 
the decision-making process 
at the municipal management 
levels. The declaration 
encouraged community-based 
organization and initiatives 
particularly in poor urban 
areas through grass-root par¬ 
ticipation in the decision¬ 
making process. The declara¬ 
tion. Mr Shihadeh added, also 
called for strengthening the 
role of national and regional 
funding institutions to finance 
urban projects. 

Israeli tourists top 
the mark 

B Over 100.000 Israelis vis¬ 
ited Jordan since October 
1994. when the Jordan-lsraeli 
peace treaty was sealed. Mr 
Emad Fakhoury. Jordan’s 
commercial attache in Tel 
Aviv told the Industrial- 
Commercial Club that Israeli 
tourists just kept coming to 
Jordan. Piety. Israeli tourists 
are seen so stingy by locals. 
They even bring their sand¬ 
wiches with them! 

More bridges to 
lead to brighter 
future 

B Talks about togetherness, 
and bingo, we have it. Jordan 
and Israel are to build more 
bridges across the Jordan 
River. This is no doubt to 
increase the expected two- 
way irarfic between the two 
sides of the divide. The 
Israeli Public Works Dept, 
will build one bridge at a cost 
of $3.5 million. Jordan will 
build the other bridge with 
financial aid from the Japa¬ 
nese. Those bridges are 
expected to open by the end 
of the month. 

Al Ayed for PDP 

B Our own Hassan AI Ayed 
may become the next director 







Jordan, Saudi Arabia sign Memo 


B Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
signed a memorandum last 
week that stresses the 
importance of trade and 
economic cooperation 
between the two countries 
as well as enhancing bilat¬ 
eral cooperation m the 
fields of transportation, 
communication. health, 
agriculture, education and 
media. The memo was 
signed by Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali 
Abut Ragheb and his Saudi 
counterpart Jafar Ai Faqhi. 
Abul Ragheb said that 
meetings of the joint Jorda- 
nian-Saudi committee are 
held due to efforts made by 
the two sides with a view to 
developing cooperation 
between them. 


of the Press and Publication 
Dept, following the upgrad¬ 
ing of present director 
Mohamm 
ad Amin 



to 

become 
the secre¬ 
tary gen¬ 
eral of 
the Min¬ 
istry of 
Informal! 
on. AI 

Ayed is . , 

really a AlAyed 
nice fel¬ 
low. If he does win the job. 
he will bring with him a 
wealth of experience. He is 
presently the editor of the Ara¬ 
bic quarterly Risalet Majles A l 
Umnm. the moiMhpiece of Par¬ 
liament. Al Ayed is to be con¬ 
gratulated for he made this 
magazine a highly vibrant ele¬ 
ment in Jordanian democratic 
politics. Al Ayed is a 
researcher who has written a 
number of books on Jordanian 


Conferences 

B A seminar entitled Food or Insecurity will be held at Yar- 
mouk University in Irbid on 18 June. The seminar which will 
talk about the vunerability of food supplies, soil erosions, bad 
harvests and the notorious topic of Mad Cow disease is jointly 
organized by the Jordan Environment Society and the Frie- 
deich Naumann Foundation. The topic is timely since there is 
present decline in grain yields in the world. By 1995. the 
wheat yield declined by 2.9^ over 1994. Grain stocks are 
now run down to 267 million tons and are enough to cover the 
world grain supply for the next 45 days. It is suggested that 
there 1996 will experience another food shortage mainly 
because the world grain producers, the USA and Canada are 
experiencing a bad grain harvest. World grain prices have 
shot up by 70 percent. Also fish catches are declining globally 
and prices, for meat and fish are continously rising. 


politics. 

New head of ICRC 
in Amman 

■ Jacques de Maio has 
assumed his duties as new head 
of the ICRC Delegation in Jor¬ 
dan. succeeding Yves Giovan- 
noni who ended his two-year¬ 
long mission. Mr de Maio 
comes to Jordan with an opera¬ 
tional experience especially in 


Seminar focuses on improving status 
of women in Arab world 


only Arab society which is 
male dominated society, but the 
whole world. They believe that 
there is a need for a balanced 
derisions in politics, social and 
economic fields which affect 
all in society. 

One of the aims of the 
workshop is to develop leader¬ 
ship and organizational struc¬ 
tures that can be applied to both 
business and- non-business enti¬ 
ties.” said Rosemarie Annunzi¬ 
ata, a judge at the US Virginia 
Court of Appeals, and a partici¬ 
pant in the conference. “1 don’t 
think one can exclude half of 
the population in decisions that 
affect their lives." she told The 
Star. 

Annunziata. who said that 
her mono is to eet the best that 


you have for everything that 
has to be done, pointed out that 
each gender has great capabil¬ 
ity. “From personal observa¬ 
tion. I think there is hardly any¬ 
thing a man can do that a 
woman can't do,” she added. 

“I’m here to speak about the 
law as it relates to human digni¬ 
ty and the status of women, and 
to share information, not to im¬ 
pose but to share 3nd learn 
from what is best in each cul¬ 
ture." Annunziata said. 

Dr Samira Harfoush- 
Hradsky. director of the Middle 
East and North Africa pro¬ 
grams at the Education Devel¬ 
opment Center, (EDO in 
Washington, reviewed with the 
participants representing nu¬ 
merous institutions and re¬ 


source centers, the debilitating 
social, economic or political 
constraints militating against 
the country’s NGOs. She 
stressed that the “effective or¬ 
ganization. collaboration, deter¬ 
mination. education were key 
elements for survival in any or¬ 
ganization." Dr Harfoush- 
Hradsky said. 

He believes that women’s 
empowerment comes through 
knowledge, sclConfidence and 
awareness. “The workshop was 
part of an exchange program on 
women’s resource centers that 
was initiated last year when 11 
women from Jordan. Egypt and 
Syria travelled to the US on a 
three-week program to see how 
women resource centers work, 
operate and are organized." 


his latest position as protection 
coordinator in former Yugosla¬ 
via. However. Mr de Maio is 
not totally new to the Middle 
East where he earlier served in 
the ICRC delegations of 
Kuwait, the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries and Israel. He has also 
served in ICRC missions in 
Peru, Azcrbidjan, Uganda and 
Rwanda. Mr de Maio is mar¬ 
ried with two children. 


According to Dr Harfoush- 
Hradsky, the EDC. a publicly 
supported non-profit organiza¬ 
tion is an entetprise th3t is try¬ 
ing to invent the future, and is 
currently involved in develop¬ 
mental programs in over 75 
countries worldwide. 

Also participating in the 
seminar, Judy Mueller, execu¬ 
tive director of the Women’s 
Center. Vienna. Virginia. 
Speaking from experience, she 
pointed to the need for effec¬ 
tive organization, identifying 
the resources and having a 
goal. Stressing the importance 
of increasing knowledge 
through exchange and informa¬ 
tion. she also explained that 
"to achieve an excellent model 
for social service delivery it 
takes lime, patience, efforts, 
hardwork and determination to¬ 
gether with identifying and 
building upon the existing sys¬ 
tems in the society." B 


AN AIBUNI WE CAN Ml BE PB 

Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the 
voungest and most modem fleets, with a large destination list including key 
centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus Airways is among 
the world’s Top 8 airlines according to a recent U.K survey. 

Cyprus Airways. Your airline. Our airline. An airline we can all be proud of. 
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Hot summit not expected 

Continued from pagel 

Observers believe the foreign ministers meeting, which will pre¬ 
cede the holding of the summit, will be crucial and will determine 
its fate. Egyptian sources told The Star that Egypt has already con¬ 
vinced the Libyans to withdraw a resolution calling on Arab coun¬ 
tries to break the UN sanctions against it and at the same lime was 
able to tone down a proposal by a Gulf state calling on the Arabs to 
tighten the blockade against Iraq. 

The Egyptians will try to steer the summit into lending its sup¬ 
port to countries that are working to achieve a just and lasting 
peace in the region. They would also ask the Arabs to revive the 
Arab League institutions. The Palestinians, on their side, will want 
the summit to recognize a Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its 
capital. 

The Syrians hope to get the summit’s approval for setting up a 
trilateral committee of Syria. Egypt and Saudi Arabia, to follow up 
on the peace process and to prevent unilateral agreements with 
Israel. B 

Jazz great Ella Fitzgerald’s 

Continued from page 1 

1964 swing band recording of the Beatles’ "Can’t Buy Me Love,” 
was a major hit, but her strength remained the standards of another 
era. She toured from 40 to 45 weeks each year, and performed 
regularly with symphony orchestras. Despite railing health, she 
performed at least once a month into the early 1990s. She won her 
13th Grammy for "AH That Jazz.” released in 1990. 

After a brief early marriage. Fitzgerald married bassist Ray 
Brown in 1947. The couple divorced in 1953. Fitzgerald is sur¬ 
vived by her adopted son, Ray Brown Jr., and a grandchild. 

In addition to her Grammy Awards, she received honorary doc¬ 
torates at Yale and Dartmouth universities, the National Medal of 
Arts, and a Kennedy Center Award for lifetime achievement in the 
performing arts, 

■ “, EvC ? r/ 1 ™' 1thc ' vorld adored her." Washington disc 
jockey Gal aher said shortly after Ftagcrald’s death. “She was a 
professional who had talent and knew how to use it I don’t know 
what more you could want in a performer.” B 

USIA 


20 JUNE 1996 


‘Negotiations 
without prior 
conditions’ 

Continued from pagel 

proven more flexible once 
in office, including former r 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was slain by a 
Jewish extremist for his 
peace policies. 

Ahmed Qrei. head of 
the Palestinian Legislative 
Council, said on the Voice 
of Palestine that the new 
policy "can only be under¬ 
stood (as] an Israeli desire 
to assassinate the peace 
process.” He warned that 
"if Israel chooses to aban¬ 
don the peace " process, 
then we. I’m sorry to say, 
will have to adopt other 
alternatives, of which 
there are many." 

Syria's state-run radio 
Tuesday urged Washing¬ 
ton to force Netanyahu to 
reverse his policies, and. 
accused the new Israeli 
leader of practicing ”ihe" 
law of the jungle.” 

The United States, 
which sponsored the 
Israeli-Paiestinian peace 
agreements, appears none¬ 
theless to be taking a wait- 
and-see approach to 
Netanyahu. Secretary of 
State Warren Christo¬ 
pher—who plans to visit 
Israel and Egypt next 
week—said this week that 
it is too early to comment 
on the new prime minis¬ 
ter’s evolving policies. 

Palestinians refer to 
Netanyahu’s guidelines as 
the "Four No’s"—no Pal¬ 
estinian state, no Jerusa¬ 
lem, no Golan Heights and 
no return of Palestinian 
refugees. But the “wishful 
thinkers." as one diplomat 
calls them, focus on what 
is not in the guidelines: 
There is nothing to expii- ' 
citly prevent Netanyahu 
from withdrawing from 
the West Bank city of - 
Hebron or from giving up 
more West Bank land, as 
required by the peace 
accords, and nothing to v 
force Israeli troops back *' 
into Palestinian-controlled 
cities or to force the do- ' 
sure of the Palestinians’ - 
unofficial headquarters in 
Jerusalem. i 

Because of the persis- 
tenr contention for mini- - 
sterial jobs. Netanyahu 
announced at the end' of 
his address that, at least * 
for die time being, he 
would be foreign mmister 
in addition to being prime ' 
minister. That brought 
gasps from assembled ". 
members of the legists- ■ 
ture. the Knesset. Until 
then, most legislators - 
assumed Netanyahu had '. 
settled the coalition wran- - 
gling before taking the 
podium to introduce his •_ 
government and present 
its members for a cdnfi- 
dence vote. ; 

The main sticking point 
was Sharon, the ultrana- •- 
tionalist and energetic for- 
mer general from Netan- 
yahu’s Likud Party who is 
famous for striking off on 
his own with little regard 
for diplomatic or political ■: 
niceties. Sharon, who 1 
played a key role in unit- 
ing the Likud behind 
Netanyahu, has vied since 
29 May for a powerful * 
government role, such as 
defense minister, finance .f 
minister or construction *. 
minister. 

But early on. Netanyahu o- 
made it known that the \ 
Defense Ministry was out 
of the question for the ^ 
man forced to resign after 
the massacre in the Sabra ' 
and Shatila Palestinian ref- 
ugee camps near Beirut , 
during the 1982 invasion | -- 
of Lebanon. And the 
prime minister-elect also 
quickly made it clear that 
the Finance Ministry 
would go to Dan Meridor. 
a moderate Likud figure 
who held the job once ; 
before, or to Jacob Fren- ; 
kel. a free-market advo¬ 
cate who is governor of v 
the Bank of Israel. (The 
job ultimately went to 
Meridor.» k 

That left the housing J 
and construction portfolio. 1 

But that ministry was also V. 

negotiated away to Netan¬ 
yahu's coalition partners 
from religious parties, 
whose 23 votes are vital • 
for a parliamentary major¬ 
ity. When the logrolling » 
ended Monday night—and ^a] 
the religious leaders '■<, 
refused to relinquish the ■ 
ministry—Sharon was left 
high and dry. 

At rhat point. Levy .*? 
intervened, saying he 
could not be part of a gov- . j 
eminent, that treated , v » 
Sharon so callousiy-i. 
Netanyahu spent most oPV 
Tuesday seeking a way 
around the roadblock. But 
he was unable to do so 
before the hour rang fw y: 
him to present his govern- : !^ 
ment to the assembled :j t; . 
Knesset members. B % ‘ 
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The confluence of top Arab leadership in Cairo next week 
is not expected to raise many eyebrows in the Arab world 
and beyond. The Arabs have in the past pinned their hopes 
on the institution of Arab summits. That institution survived 
numerous challenges, from the creation of Israel in 1948 to 
the debacle of the 1967 war. the bitter-sweet triumph of the 
1973 Arab-Israeli war, Egypt's peace treaty with Israel in 
ii ■ 1979, Israel's invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and the first Gulf 

said War involving Iraq and Iran. Although that institution began 
“ io weaken in the 1980s, as the Arab world began to cave in 
and segment into three main blocs, the GCC. the Arab Magh¬ 
reb and the now-defunct Arab Cooperation Council (ACC), 
the Arab League and the meeting of the heads of states in 
times of crises provided a much needed moral boost to the 
Arab people. 

Although no one was speaking of an Arab Order based on 
Abdel Nasser's pan-Arab nationalism, it became an accepted 
fact of life that no matter how divided the Arabs were, the 
Arab summit ritual provided a feeble sense of national secur¬ 
ity, steadfastness and subordination. 

But not anymore. One of the main casualties of the Gulf 
crisis of 1990 and the ensuing Gulf War was the institution 
of Arab summitry. With its demise, after the historic and ir- 
rcputable Cairo summit in August of 1990, Arabs lose both 
summitry and symmetry. 

That political disorientation resulting from the defeaL of 
Iraq, the liberation of Kuwait, the launching of the Madrid 
peace process and the historic recognition between the PLO 
and Israel left the Arab world politically divided, economi¬ 
cally exhausted and culturally vulnerable. Naturally, there 
was no room left for the pre-Gulf War antics of joint Arab 
action and of course it became redundant to talk about eco¬ 
nomic complementarity and other utopian paradigms. 

- Those in the Arab world who savored the past and called 
every now and then for reviving the Arab summit institution 
were rebuffed.The political scene had changed drastically 
since the liberation of Kuwait. America now called the 
moves directly and Washington was in no mood to have Iraq 
rehabilitated, Libya vindicated and Sudan exonerated by its 
brethren. So while the US was busy tailoring a peace treaty 
that fits Israel more than anyone else, the Arab summit insti¬ 
tution slowly but surely withered away and sank. Thai de¬ 
mise lasted for six years until now. 

So. whaL has changed? Bibi's election in Israel came as a 
bombshell, just like Rabin's assassination by a Jewish zealot, 
ll appeared that America's made to fit peace process was not 
a perfect fit after ail. Netanyahu's agenda changed every¬ 
thing and suddenly the US was looking for ways to apply 
pressure on the run-away leader who now holds the peace 
process by the jugular. 

So. the Arabs meet, at the command of Washington, to 
send a message to Tel Aviv. That's how the man in the street 
will see it. That explains Iraq's exclusion from next week's 
summit Symmetry will not emerge as the main achievment 
of the Cairo summit. What is more likely is that soon after 
the official farewells and the photo opportunity, the Arab 
leaders will return to their capitals and await Bibi's next 
move. 
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Government not a role model 

■ The latest cabinet decision to impose an additional Sales 
Tax on certain electrical appliances at the recommendation of 
Minister of Finance, Dr 
Marwan Awad has created 
confusion and anger among 
traders .and consumers. Dr 
Awad told the local press 
that the increase in the Sales 
Tax between 14 and 16 per- 
■wit on these appliances, 
r which include videos, radio¬ 
cassettes, telephone sets and 
^heaters among others, 
equals the decrease in the 
customs tariffs that were ap¬ 
proved in the past and that 
the decision to level off the 
decrease in these tariffs by 
hiking the Sales Tax should 
have been taken before. 

But traders said that the 
new .hike will bring the 
Sales Tax on these items 

up from 10 to 20 percent to as high as 36 percent which 
means that the retail price of these items will increase propor¬ 
tionally. 

They suggested thaL ihe Sales Tax should not exceed 16 
percent. But regardless of what Dr Awad is saying, we feel 
that Jordanians are being asked to pay too much for goods 
that are readily available in the black market at half price. 
The main losers in this case are the traders who can’t com¬ 
pete with black marketeers whose business appears to be 
thriving and expanding, and the Customs Dept., which did 
not collect its usual fees on these luxury items. 

. There are many issues involved here. For instance, govern¬ 
ments have to tax people in various ways to generate revenue 
that goes back to finance public infrastructure and services. 
711605 is nothing wrong with that. But to assume that peo¬ 
ple’s endurance is limitless, at a time when the economy is 
struggling, people's wages are low and the cost of living is 
rising, is both foolish and short-sighted. The second issue is 
that the government wants to curb consumer appetite and en¬ 
courage people to save or invest. That's logical too. 

But in order to be convincing, the government must set a 
good example. It must be a role model, which is not the case 
in Jordan. Citizens can’t sympathize with the government 
when ministers pass them by in the street racing in brand 
new duty-free Mercedes cars, models that go by the popular 
name of Shabah or Ghost. Government spending on lavish 
foreign trips, participating in non-essential conventions and 
conferences among other forms of public expenditure contra¬ 
dicts with the policy of tightening the belt and reducing sub¬ 
sidies on essential goods. 

One final note that should be mentioned is_ thaL if the gov¬ 
ernment is to maintain high tariffs taxes on imported goods, 
then it must seriously crack on smugglers and black market¬ 
eers, which is not the case since for example 90 percent ot 
mobile telephones in Jordanian hands today came from 
abroad. We wonder how many of these sets, numbering more 
don 14,000, are actually duty paid. 



• Ministers greet His Majesty King Hussein upon his arrival, Monday, at the Queen Alia International Airport He 
chaired a cabinet meeting at the airport. King Hussein described his talks in both Britain and the United States as 'very 
positive * and fruitful\ He said that he felt that both appreciated Jordan's commitment to peace , democracy and human 
rights. He added that the US administration had reaffirmed Washington's commitment to the peace process. 

Turkish Ambassador in 
Amman plays down tension 
on Syrian-Turkish border 


EDITOR’S NOTE: With 
increasing tension on the Syr- 
ian-Turkish borders. The 
Star’s Marwan Asmar talked 
to the Turkish ambassador in 
Amman, Mr Suha Umar. 
Turkey’s relationship with 
the Arab world was also dis¬ 
cussed. A strategic expert, 
Mr Umar is veteran diplomat 
who has long been in the for¬ 
eign service representing his 
country in Europe and in 
conferences on Internationa) 
security. Excerpts follow: 

People are worried about 
the growing tension on the 
Turidsh-Syrian borders. For 
one thing, Turkey appears 
rady to" go after Kurdish 
bases. Is this a fair 
assessment? ’ 

No, ii is noL First of all, we 
don't believe there is tension 
along the border between Tur¬ 
key and Syria. We arc aware of 
the news that up to 40,000 Syr¬ 
ian troops arc being moved 
towards the border but on our 
side there are no troop move¬ 
ments. We are calm and in 
Ankara there is no preparation 
by the army general staff. We 
don’t think that there is any 
intention on the part of Syria to 
do anything against 'Hirkcy. 
And wc do not intend to do 
anything against Syria and wc 
don’t have any plans to make 
incursions into Syrian territory 
to go after PKK terrorists. 

You don’t have any plans 
now, but could the situation 
deteriorate? 

We don't have any plans 
now. But of course the issue is 
a very serious one and we con¬ 
tinue to teli the Syrians and all 
others who support all types of 
terrorism to stop. [We tell 
themj.. it should noL continue 
because it is harmful to rela¬ 
tions between countries and 
harmful to the relations 
between Turkey and Syria who 
are neighbors. 

So are you in touch with 
the Syrians, are there negoti¬ 
ations with them? 

Relations yes of course, 
negotiations, no. Relations 
between Turkey and Syria have 
not been interrupted. When 
there is a need, we talk to them 
and if they want to talk to us, 
we are ready to talk. But of 
course, Syria should under¬ 
stand, it is better that they 
understand very soon, that their 
policy which is based on sup¬ 
porting all kinds of terrorist 



Suha Umar 

activities and organizations, be 
it against Turkey. Jordan or 
Gulf countries, is seen very 
b3dly. 

But now Turkey's relations 
with the Arab world are 

strained because of coopera¬ 
tion with Israel, threats to 

Syria, and in the past incur¬ 

sions into northern Iraq. 
Where do you see these rela¬ 
tions heading? 

I don't agree with you when 
you say that Turkey's relations 
with the Arab world are 

strained. We have excellent 
relations with Jordan, Gulf 
states. Saudi Arabia. Egypt and 
with the majority of Maghreb 
[North Africa] countries. So wc 
don’t have any difficulty in our 
relations with Arab countries. 

We even have good relations 
with Iraq. When it comes to 
incursions into the territory of 
Iraq, as you know the country is 
unable to implement central 
government decisions or sove¬ 
reignty over its territory as a 
result of the Gulf War. So there 
is a vacuum in .some parts of 
Iraqi territory. And some terror¬ 
ist organizations are trying to 
make use of this lack of author¬ 
ity. PKK is one of them, it is a 
purely terrorist organization, 
which is carrying out acts of ter¬ 
rorism on Turkish territory, but 
they arc based in some cases in 
northern Iraq. So someone has 
to take care of this issue. Wc 
can not fold our arms and sit. 
wc have to do something and 
we do it from lime to time and 
we did that a couple of days ago. 


United strategy needed for 
success of summit 


Continued from pagel 


that this summit must not 
serve only one party. To avoid 
this, there must be a united 
Arab strategy to deal with fu¬ 
ture challenges. "We want to 
become a united force against 
those who threaten the Arab 
Nation and not be a force 
against ourselves .’ 1 Tuaimeh 
added. 

. "The Arabs have to build up 

. . , r , their military, as the Israelis 

;veian>' sfl have never stopped improving 

military machine,’ said 
^ AJ Sa’di. “Arabs must 

he *** |u ljr . ? have strong influence on the in- 


A 


(ernadonaJ economic and politi¬ 
cal levels. A real conciliation 
and not only smiles is required, 
Arabs have the ability to 
achieve that,” said the Israeli 
'affairs expert 

The absence of Iraq has 
raised many doubts in Jordan 
about the success of the sum¬ 
mit. However, the Gulf states 
threatened not to attend if 
Baghdad was invited. Many 
Jordanian columnists ex¬ 
pressed dismay over this. As a 
founding member of the Arab 
League. Iraq had every right to 
attend, it was argued. 

"Iraq is an Important coun- 


tiy, it is difficult to solve any is¬ 
sue without its presence," Kaw- 
ar said. He believes that Iraq 
can also be a counterweight 
against Israel. 

Observers believe other prob¬ 
lems will burden the agenda of 
the summit: Border conflicts 
between the Gulf States, and 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen. 

"Israeli current statements 
worry us. If they practice what 
they preach then it will explode 
the whole peace process, TTiis is 
the biggest challenge for the 
Arabs, not the secondary and 
individual problems,’ Tuaimeh 


said. 

It is not the radical parries 
who joined the coalition with 
Likud to form the government. 
It is Likud itself," Sa’di said. "It 
denies the peace treaty between 
the Palestinians and Israel, Li¬ 
kud says it will not adhere to 
any other deal with the Palestin¬ 
ians that was signed with La¬ 
bor," he added. The Israeli gov¬ 
ernment does not officially 
recognize the Palestinian Au- 
thority, and is now preferring to 
talk about 'negotiations with 
the Palestinians.’ "U is like 
starting negotiations from the 
beginning," Sa'di explained. ■ 




Yes, but some see your 
acts as an infringement on 
Iraq’s sovereignty and a vio¬ 
lation of international law? 
Would you do the same with 
Syria? 

It is not easy to say that Tur¬ 
key violates international law 
or violates the sovereignty of 
oLhcr states. The duty of any 
state is not to allow its terri- 
rory to he used for acts which 
are aimed at destabilizing 
other countries, so this is the 
case with Iraq. If the state is 
unable to do this very basic 
duty, then the country which is 
the target of those terrorist acts 
is very much entitled to pul an 
end to these acts. In the case of 
northern Iraq, where there is 
no central authority, it is up to 
Turkey to terminate these acts 
which is what we arc trying to 
do. 

There arc thsoe who see 
Turkey’s Kurdish problem 
as a purely internal issue 
which should be solved Inter¬ 
nally not in the baLtelfield« 

This is a very simplistic 
approach, if the acts of terror¬ 
ism which were purported in 
Turkey originated within the 
Turkish territory, then that 
assessment would be correct. 
But if the groups arc coming 
from another country then you 
can't finish with them unless 
you deal with the source or the 
acts which is what we arc try¬ 
ing to do. First of all. we have 
all the proof that Syria is sup¬ 
porting materially on other¬ 
wise PKK terrorism. They are 
giving them shelter, they arc 
providing the organization 
with training and the head of 
the organization is living in 
Damascus, and we are of 
course trying to make Syria 
understand that this is a very 
serious and explosive 
situation. 

So relations arc strained, 
this is a well-known fact, and 
there is only one reason for 
this which is the support given 
by Syria co this terrorist organ¬ 
ization. But this is noi only for 
us. this is true for other 
countries. 

How do you see the future 
of Turkish-Jordanian coop¬ 
eration in the peace era ? 

Relations between Jordan 
and Turkey are excellent. The 
two countries share common 
opinions os regards to issues 
which are related to the region, 
and they share (he same con¬ 
cerns. and have close coopera¬ 
tion in many* fields, starting 
from the fight againsfrenor- 


ism and regional cooperation, 
to political, economic and 
other fields. 

We see the rple of Jordan 
growing daily in the region. 
First of all, Jordan took a very 
courageous steps since the 
beginning of the peace pro¬ 
cess. The peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel was a very 
important step, and 3 step in 
the right direction. So this is 
the right time for us to think 
about cooperation. not 
confrontation. 

What are the implications of 
the recent Turkish-lsraeli mili¬ 
tary agreement? 

This is a routine agreement 
and not unique to Israel. We 
have more than 17 of such 
agreements with many coun¬ 
tries including nearly all of the 
Arab countries, we have a sim¬ 
ilar agreement with Jordan, 
Egypt, Bahrain. Kuwait, Iraq 
(though suspended for the 
present time>, Libya (also sus¬ 
pended) and with the Balkan 
countries. Pakistan and others. 
So what is the difference? 1 
should ask the question. Why 
it is acceptable when it is with 
Jordan and why it is not 
acceptable when it is with 
Israel? 

So the Arabs have no rea¬ 
son to worry about such a 
close cooperation? 

No. It’s a deliberate fuss. 
The agreement signed with 
Israel was in February, every¬ 
body knew about it and 
nobody said anything. But 
when Lhe Operation Grapes of 
Wrath [Israel's bombardment 
of Lebanon] was on the scene, 
all of a sudden. Syria and Iran 
started talking about this 
agreement. This is deliberate. 



Empowerment 
through education , 
concludes conference 

By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 

"EDUCATION IS empowerment.'’ stated the "Amman Affir¬ 
mation" issued at the conclusion of last week's four-day 
"Mid-Decade Meeting of the International Consultative 
Forum on Educaticn For AH". The meeting was held in 
Amman under the patronage of HM King Hussein at the 
Royal Cultural Center. 

“We expected the number of out-of-school children to 
escaJaie from 128 million in 1990 to 148 million but what 
happened is that the 
number now is 108 
million," said Mr 
Federico Mayor, chief 
director of United 
Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 
t UNESCO). Mr Mayor 
said it is impossible to 
have basic education 
without ensuring free¬ 
dom of expression and 
justice. He added that 
the governments of (he 
world should allocate 
six percent of their 
GNP to finance the 
educational programs 
and make basic educa¬ 
tion accessible to 
everybody. 

The Amman meet¬ 
ing is a continuation of the Jomcicn conference, which was 
held in Thailand in 1990. The forum has been established by 
a number of UN agencies including UNESCO and the World 
Bank. According to Mr Mayor, World Bank findings showed 
an availability of SI billion per year devoted ro basic educa¬ 
tion programs in developing countries. 

Participants included experts, researchers, ministers of edu¬ 
cation and representatives of NGOs all over the world. The 
main objectives ol' the forum have been to condense all 
efforts to provide basic education for all. reduce the percent¬ 
age of illiteracy and school drop-outs and make a balance 
between education for males and females. 

The Amman forum was aimed at evaluating what has been 
achieved after Jumtien. “We have made a survey to figure out 
which countries increased their budgetary resources to 
finance basic education in the past six years." Mr Victor 
Ordoncs. UNESCO director in Bangkok said. “In 1993. we 
found that 15 countries increased these amounts while in 
1996 there are 47 countries which have doubled their 
resources. Among those are Egypt. Bangladesh. Mex- 
ico....etc." 

Such conferences and follow-up meetings can be utilized io 
approach ways and means to solve problems besetting basic 
education. “It is important to know what has been done and 
what has not been done regarding Jumiicn’s plans," Dr 
Ahmed Al Majdoubch of the University of Jordan told The 
Star. He added that wc need to go beyond preaching in order 
to identify obstacles and translate ideals into realities. 

The donor countries play a significant role to enhance 
school enrollment and the percentage of literacy. Since Jum- 
lien, donor countries have been urged to fund education pro¬ 
grams in the Arab states. Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. "The 
donor countries are developing their support for basic educa¬ 
tion though wc still do not know how much would be given to 
iu one has to be careful not to be too optimistic about that.'* 
said Mr Knud Mortenson, special advisor in Education in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Denmark. 

The role of the NGOs and the private sector can be used to 
rid school's curricula and administration of the educational 
system imposed by governments. The NGOs are not execu¬ 
tive organizations but their job is to point out problems and 
urge governments to solve them. 

"We do not have the power to impose rules on the govern¬ 
ment but we have our persuasive influence." said Ordones. 
who is also the official spokesman of the forum. "We should 
not look at the issue as a public vs the private." He added that 
Vietnam, which has no private schooling, has 90 percent of 
iis children in schools. 

Africa is still suffering from illiteracy and school drop¬ 
outs. The African countries are burdened with debts and eth¬ 
nic conflicts. "I should not talk about African countries as if 
they all have the same problems," Dorothy Korn, a Came¬ 
roonian researcher said. “East and Southern Africa have a dif¬ 
ferent experience than West and Central Africa where most 
countries have schools of French or Spanish tradition." She 
added that education must be decentralized and the curricula 
must not only reflect government's views. 

Women are trying to acquire education yet facing cultural 
and traditional restraints, A panel of six people presented 
their experience to acquire education defying all odds. Pin¬ 
pointing the pressure practiced by families on girls regarding 
early marriage, a 15 year-old Jordanian girl called Ihtiram, 
said that she does not intend to marry until after she graduates 
from school. 

Observers believe that Jordanians must utilize this opportu¬ 
nity to identify problems in the educational system and pro¬ 
pose ways for solving them. Dr Majdoubch said that there are 
an increasing number of Jordanian people who invest in edu¬ 
cation but stiff wc want to know where Jordan stands in terms 
of illiteracy and performance of teachers. ■ 
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Arab view of IsraeTs new leader 


Our Say 


Reactivation of the National Charter 


JORDANIAN DEMOCRACY is at the crossroads today. Having made important 
strides in the early 1990s, the process lost momentum and its sense of direction in re¬ 
cent years. That is why there is a strong case today for the reactivation of the National 
Charter. It is no longer a far cry in the wilderness. 

Soon after it was drawn up in 1990 as a blue-print for the evolution of Jordanian de¬ 
mocracy, the National Charter sadly ended up on the shelves. From being the source of 
inspiration for the legislators and the executive, that valuable document found itself 
safely stacked in the national archives. The National Charter, as His Majesty King 
Hussein said, is a progressive document that was supposed to be an appendage and a 
safeguard to the Constitution. 

We should not indulge into reasons for the exclusion of the national Charter from 
our daily lives. What is needed today is to adopt the cause for its reactivation. That 
cause has become a major rallying point by leading members in society. The National 
Charter is a document that strengthens democracy, and safeguards and enmeshes our 
current pluralistic existence in Jordan. It is a call for the reactivation of the state of 
law. 

The National Charter became the basis for a civil society in transition since it pro¬ 
vided basic guidelines for political, cultural, economic and social co-existence among 
the citizens of this country. These guidelines expounded the basic rights and duties 
stipulated in our Constitution such as freedom of expression, political parties, the 
press, national unity and the well being of citizens. In a word, the Charter called for 
greater transparency, a relationship based on open government and respect for more 
normative ways of behavior and a mode of living. 

Since 1990, Jordan has instituted many of the laws that were called for by the Na¬ 
tional Charter despite the fact that some of these laws were later criticized for being 
undemocratic. Although it was argued that the laws, especially those relating to the 
press and political parties, were made to the letter and spirit of this valuable document, 
this was not strictly true. Maybe to the letter, but certainly not to the spirit. 

Jordanians today are calling for a review of the six-year process of Jordanian democ¬ 
racy. The National Charter is a good yardstick. Last week, a conference of intellectu¬ 
als, politicians and leading constitutional experts met to discuss the virtues of the Na¬ 
tional Charter that is seen as a symbol of our future and which carries the property for 
things to come and appreciate. These leading figures all espoused the virtues of the 
National Charter as a way to go forward. 

We need to safeguard our democracy against potential abuse. The rule of law must 
be beyond reproach, to continue as a source of inspiration. This is why we need to Re¬ 
activate the National Charter, to realize that we can go much further and build an even 
better system of political and economic relations. We owe it to society, to ourselves 
and to the coming challenges. Despite die fact that the National Charter has not been 
ratified by the legislative body, as promised, it is still a moral and honorable document 
that seeks to organize the relations between the social and political movement on one 
band and the ruling institutions, on the other. ■ 


Letters 


the Editor 


Expressing dismay! 


To The Editor: 


I found the reporting in 
the article 'Czech Beauty 
Stunned Audience' most dis¬ 
turbing. The matter-of-fact, 
uncritical, even approving, 
tone of the article is dis¬ 
graceful. 

The language used, both 
by the reporter and Mr Hav- 
rilla, is demeaning and ob¬ 
jectifying. The two women in 
question are human beings, 
not 'two beauties'. As to rep¬ 
resenting 'an important side 
of Czech culture to the Jor¬ 
danians', I could think of a 
few Czechs who would think 
otherwise. 

Unfortunately, what we 
have here is commercial in¬ 
terests. It is men talking to 


men, where women are just 
the object The *we’ that has 
(read owns) the ‘beauty’ 
(last line, paragraph 1) is the 
corporate, male ‘we*. The 
Jordanians to whom this 
‘culture* is brought are Jor¬ 
danian males. I doubt that 
many Jordanian women 
would find great pleasure in 
this great cultural feat The 
cheap play on the name (Pe¬ 
tra) is commercialization 
par excellence. 

The Star is not a report¬ 
ing tabloid. Your other arti¬ 
cle, on politics or culture, 
are critical. Dearly, for you 
some things are more equal 
than others. Unfortunately, 
degrading presentation of 
-women is not high on your 
set of priorities. 
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Czech airlines could have 
chosen other aspects of the 
Czech Republic to represent 
Prague is the cultural centre 
of Europe at the moment 
There is no scarcity in that 
field. They chose a degrad¬ 
ing approach. You went 
along with them. Pure and 
simple. 


Ghaith Al-Omari 
Refugee Studies 
Programme, University of 
Oxford 
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Caspian crossroads 

Bringing Iran into US fold 


By S. Rob Sobhani 


US POLICY toward Iran has 
ranged from appeasement to 
real politick playing Iran 
against its arch-rival Iraq. US’s 
policy, as outlined in its Dual 
Containment, is aimed at con¬ 
taining Iran. 

While the major elements of 
America's Dual Containment 
Policy. ■ such as blocking the 
sale of weapons of mass de¬ 
struction. to Iran, are sound, 
some modifications should be 
made to reflect America's na¬ 
tional interests as they are 
evolving north of Iran. The re¬ 
cent signing of an international 
oil development project by a 
western consortium has 
brought about partnerships be¬ 
tween American oil companies 
and the oil-rich Caspian Sea, 
countries of Azerbaijan and Ka¬ 
zakhstan which are in conflict 
with Moscow’s wish to control 
energy exports. 

This conflict, coupled with 
the lack of an acceptable oil ex¬ 
port route, is hindering the rap¬ 
id development of oil-fields, es¬ 
timated at 50 billion barrels of 
oiL Choosing a near-term “ear¬ 
ly oil", expon route through 
Iran may be the solution. 

Both Azerbaijan and Ka¬ 
zakhstan are land-locked. Ac¬ 
cess to port terminals in the 
Black Sea, the Mediterranean 
Sea or the Arabian Gulf are 
now being discussed to deter¬ 
mine the best export pipeline 
route. There are three feasible 
oil export routes: through Rus¬ 
sia to the Blaek Sea port of 
Novorossysk: across Azerbai¬ 
jan to Turkey and a Mediterra¬ 
nean port; through Iran as part 
of a swap arrangement or di¬ 
rectly to the Arabian Gulf. Un¬ 
fortunately. all three of these 
routes are fraught with political 
and consequent economic 
shortcomings. 

■ Russia has demanded that 
the oil be exported via a pipe¬ 
line existing at its port of Novo¬ 
rossysk. where 
the oil would be 
shipped by tank¬ 
ers through the 
Bosphorus Straits 
and onto the 
Mediterranean. 

However, there 
are many techni¬ 
cal problems with 
this. The Bos¬ 
phorus is a nar¬ 
row waterway- 
only a quarter of 
a mile wide at its 
narrowest point- 
Given that it is al¬ 
ready crowded by 
Black Sea 

shipping and 
commuter ferries 
continually ply¬ 
ing back and 
forth between the 
European and 
Asian banks of 
Istanbul, turning 
this narrow wa¬ 


terway into a commercial oil 
export route transporting hun¬ 
dreds of millions of barrels of 
oil per year is a social and envi¬ 
ronmental disaster. TbcTuridsh 
Government is opposed to this 
option. 

- An advantage of using Iran 
as an outlet for “early oil” pro¬ 
duction from the Caspian Sea 
would be that Washington 
could buy time in which a dip¬ 
lomatic solution might be 
-found to the potential,'confron¬ 
tation between Ankara and 
Moscow over whether Turkey 
or Russia become the final tran¬ 
sit point. Russia's insistence 
that crude oil be off loaded in 
the Black Sea is a denunciation 
to Turkey's dual strategy of 
protecting not only the Bos- 
phorous from oil tanker acci- 
■ dents but also linking the econ¬ 
omies of Azerbaijan and 
Central Asia to that of Turkey. 

From a political - standpoint, 
the Russian alternative is risky 
since Moscow has publicly stat¬ 
ed that it does not recognize the 
legitimacy of the contracts nor 
the sovereignty of the signing 
governments to control devel¬ 
opment of their own oil. 

Russia's resistance to ac¬ 
knowledge its former Repub¬ 
lics’ sovereignty was overtly 
disclosed when she attempted 
to prevent American companies 
from investing in Azerbaijan's 
oil industry as stated in 28 
April letter from its Foreign 
Ministry. The letter states “that 
any steps by whichever Caspi¬ 
an littoral state aimed at acquir¬ 
ing any kind of advantage with 
regard to the areas and resourc¬ 
es... cannot be recognized... and 
any unilateral actions are de¬ 
void of a legal basis.** .. 

Russian insistence that any 
crude oil exported from Azer¬ 
baijan—and all the littoral 
states of the Caspian Sea—be 
moved through a pipeline sys¬ 
tem terminating at Novoros- 
sysk has the effect of holding 
Caspian Sea producers “by the 
pipeline.” Previous efforts by 


Western oil companies to ex¬ 
port oil through Russian pipe¬ 
lines under new joint venture 
agreements have been disas¬ 
trous. If Iran were to be consid- 
ered for the “early oil” export 
route, American companies 
could swap Caspian Sea oil by 
delivering crude oil to Iranian 
refineries and receiving an 
equivalent amount of crude oil 
at export facilities in the Arabi¬ 
an Gulf. Such a swap arrange¬ 
ment would mean that Ameri- 
companies such as 


can 


Chevron, Mobil, Amoco and 
Pennzoil along with their Ka¬ 
zakh and Azeri partners would 
not be subject to unpredictable 
economic pressure- 

■ Ironically, that leaves an 
option involving Iran as the 
most feasible export route in 
the near term from both a busi¬ 
ness and political viewpoint 
The US President should exer¬ 
cise ins Iran option by support¬ 
ing American energy compa¬ 
nies negotiating an “early oil" 
swap arrangement to export 
Azerbaijani and Kazakh oil 
from the Caspian Sea through 
Iran's existing pipeline infra¬ 
structure. 

By encouraging Azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan to export their 
early crude oil production 
through Iran with the assistance 
of American oil companies 
working in the Caspian Sea. 
Washington could achieve a 
number of strategic and foreign 
policy objectives. 

America's energy security, 
today and into the next century, 
requires diversification of oil 
imports. With as much as 50 
billion barrels of reserves, the 
Caspian Sea is second only to 
the Arabian Gulf in terms of oil 
reserves- and could become a 
stable source of oil for the West 
for the next 40 years. In fact, 
the Caspian Sea projects cur¬ 
rently under contract are esti¬ 
mated to produce more than 
two million barrels of oil per 
day when fully developed-- 
equivaient to the amount of oil. 



Because of rising printing costs, we'll faave to change Them to SI25 WIs." 


the United States imports from 
the Arab members of OPEC to¬ 
day. 

It is also in Washington's 
best interest to prevent instabil¬ 
ity in Iran today. An “early oil” 
swap arrangement would pro¬ 
vide Iran with badly needed 
foreign exchange in che form of 
transit and tanker loading fees 
to help stabilize its already very 
shaky economy. Why is it in 
America's best interest to help 
Iran avoid an economic col¬ 
lapse which would most likely 
plunge the nation into anarchy 
and chaos? As the only orga¬ 
nized opposition to the Islamic 
regime, the Peoples Mujahee- 
din will in .all likelihood be the 
beneficiaries of any change re¬ 
sulting from an overthrow of 
the current regime. While it 
may be true (and some Demo¬ 
crats in Congress seem to have 
bought the idea) that the once. 
Marxist-Leninist, - anti- 

American guerrilla group has 
changed its image, ir cannot es¬ 
cape the reality of its close fi¬ 
nancial,, military and intelli¬ 
gence ties to Saddam Hussein. 
An Iran governed, by the Muja- 
heeden and allied to Iraq would 
have serious negative conse¬ 
quences for America's national 
security interests. Passage 
through the Straits Of Hormuz 
in the Arabian Gulf could once 
more be threatened and a sce¬ 
nario of destabilizing Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia— 
Washington’s allies in the re¬ 
gion—is not unrealistic. Final¬ 
ly. such an alliance could seri¬ 
ously threaten Israel’s security. 
Furthermore, notwithstanding 
US's serious differences with 
the Tehran, the importance of 
Iran’s geo-political significance - 
cannot be ignored. Irrespective 
of who governs. Iran is impor¬ 
tant to the US because, as it has 
throughout history, serves as a 
strategic buffer against any la¬ 
tent Russian desire for the 
Gulf; secondly as a counter to 
Iraqi hegemony in the Persian 
Gulf, and now, with the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union, a 
natural conduit for energy ex¬ 
ports from the land-locked 
states of Central Asia and 
Transcaucasus. 

Finally, an amended Dual 
Containment Policy can serve 
as a nonpolitical venue to re¬ 
build relations between - Iran - 
and America:- 1 It would also- 
serve as a litmus test for rhe l/S 
administration to gauge "the ex¬ 
tent to which Iran will welcome 
American companies back into 
its economy. Lifting the enor¬ 
mous psychological barrier that 
exists between the two nations 
can be accomplished by estab¬ 
lishing constructive economic 
relations through this process. 


S. ROB Sobbani, PhD. is'a 
Middle East Energy Analyst 
and a lecturer at Georgetown 
University (Washington, DO- 


Women in Islam 


Exploring the myths 


Women in Islam versus Ju- 
daeo-Christian Tradition: 
Myth and Reality By Dr She- 
rif Abdel Azeem Moham¬ 
mad, Saadi Arabia, World 
Assembly of Muslim Youth 
1996, p. 77 


Reviewed by 
Nazre Sobban 


DR SHER1F Mohammad, an 
eminem writer-thinker with an 
academic background in elec¬ 
trical engineering, is active in 
preaching and propagation of 
Islam and has written exten¬ 
sively on Islamic issues and 
contemporary social and politi¬ 
cal problems affecting humani¬ 
ty at large. He currently lives 
in Kingston. Ontario. Canada. 

Dr Sherif says in the Intro¬ 
duction (p.4). ”... my concern 
is, mainly, the position of 
women in the three religions as 
it appears in their original 
sources not as practised by 
their millions of followers in . 
the world today. Therefore, 
most of the evidence cited 
comes from the Quran, the say¬ 
ings of Prophet Muhammad, 
the Bible, the Talmud, and the 
sayings of some or the most in¬ 
fluential Church Fathers 
whose views have contributed 
immeasurably to defining and 
shaping Christianity. This in¬ 
terest in the sources relates to 
the fact that understanding a 
certain religion from the alti¬ 
tudes and the behaviour of 
some of its nominal followers 
is misleading. Many people 
confuse culture with religion, 
many others do not know what 
their religious books are say- ■ 
ing, and many others do not 
even care.” 

This booklet addresses a 
timely issue concerning the 
status of women as. document¬ 
ed in the three Abrahamic re¬ 
ligions. The staius of women 


in revealed faiths defined by. 
among other things, rights, 
privileges and responsibilities, 
is perhaps one of the least un¬ 
derstood and most distorted, 
yet most talked about issues 
concerning women—specially 
the myths surrounding the stat¬ 
us of Muslim women.The 
booklet is well-documented 
with sources of information be¬ 
ing drawn and properly refer¬ 
enced from the holy books of 
Jews, Christians and Muslims 
and other literatures. I am 
most im pressesed by the logic 
and eloquence expressed in the- 
writing style of Dr Moham¬ 
mad. 

While Dr Jamal Badawi's 
women articles give an overall 
understanding of women's stat¬ 
us in Islam, Sheriffs is a com¬ 
parative analysis of the Abra¬ 
hamic religions’ views on a 
whole gamut of issues affect¬ 
ing women. 

Together, they anwser the 
relentless propaganda and on¬ 
slaught against Islam in this re¬ 
gard. Specially, Sherif booklet 
exposes the hypocrisy and dou¬ 
ble standard that wrongly 
scapegoat Islam. 

This booklet dispels many 
misperceptions about women’s 
status as evidenced in the 
Qur'an, distinguishes between 
real Islamic belief and varied 
Muslim practices influenced by 
culture and social customs and 
highlights the heterogeneity of 
Muslim women’s status. In 
view of widespread mispercep¬ 
tions hot only among non- 
Muslim Westerners but also 
among many Muslims in this 
. regard, this booklet should be 
read by all conscious people. In 
dispelling certain myths, the 
booklet also bolds out the pros¬ 
pect of building up harmoni¬ 
ous relations among Muslims 
and non-Muslims 

This landmark booklet is a 


must for all who take interest in 
knowing the status of women 
in the three revealed faith and 
those who would like to search 
for the truth themselves. 

Nadeem Siddiqi says five 
years ago. I read in the Toronto 
Star (3 July, 1990) an article ti¬ 
tled “Islam is not alone in patri¬ 
archal doctrines”, by Gwynne 
Dyer. The article described the 
ftoious reactions of the partici¬ 
pants of a conference bn wom¬ 
en and power held in Montreal 
to the comments of the famous 
Egyptian feminist Dr Nawal 
Saadawi. Her “politically in¬ 
correct” statements included: 
“the most restrictive elements 
towards women can be found 
first in Judaism in the Old Tes¬ 
tament then in Christianity and 
then in the Quran”; “all relig¬ 
ions are patriarchal because 
they stem from patriarchal soci¬ 
eties”: and “veiling of women 
is not a specifically Islamic 
practice but an ancient cultural 
heritage with analogies in sister 
religions.'’-;.^ ’ 

What intrigued me the most 
about the Montreal conference 
was one question: Were the 
statements made by Saadawi. 
or any of her critics, factual? 
In other words, do Judaism. 
Christianity, and Islam have the 
same • conception of women? 
Are they different in their con¬ 
ceptions' ? Do Judaism and 
Christianity , truly, offer wom¬ 
en a better treatment than Islam 
does? Whar is the Truth? and 
ends with the following: 

At the end of this study, 1 
would like to offer the follow¬ 
ing advice U) the global Muslim 
community. So’ many Muslim 
women have been denied their 
basic Islamic rights for so long. 
The mistakes of the past have 
to be corrected. To do that is 
not a favor, it is a duty incum¬ 
bent upon all Muslims. 

Furthermore, we must have 


the courage to confront our past 
Mid reject outright the tradi¬ 
tions and customs of our forefa¬ 
thers whenever they contravene 
the precepts of Islam. Did the 
Quran not severely criticize the 
pagan Arabs for blindly follow¬ 
ing the traditions of their ances¬ 
tors? 

It is to the non-Muslim read¬ 
er, Jewish, Christian, or other¬ 
wise. that these final words are 
dedicated, h is bewildering 
why the religion that had revo¬ 
lutionized the status of women 
is being singled out and deni¬ 
grated as so repressive of wom¬ 
en. This perception about Is¬ 
lam is one of the 1 most 
widespread myths in our world 
today. 

To label the status of women 
in the Muslim world today as 
“Islamic" is as far from the 
truth as labelling the position of 
women in the West today as 
“Judaeo-Christian.” With this 
understanding in mind, Mus¬ 
lims and non-Muslims should 
Start a process of communica¬ 
tion and dialogue in order to re¬ 
move all misconceptions, suspi¬ 
cions. and fears. A peaceful 
future for the human family ne¬ 
cessitates such a dialogue. - 

One time US -ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia. Herman Eilts, in 
a testimony in from of the com¬ 
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives stat¬ 
ed on 24 June. 1985.. “The 
Muslim community of the 
globe today is in the neighbour¬ 
hood of one billion. That is an 
impressive figure. Bur what to 
me is equally impressive is that 
Islam today is the fastest grow¬ 
ing monotheistic religion. This 
is something we have to take 
into account. Something is 
right about Islam. It is attract¬ 
ing a good many people.” Yes. 
something is right about Islam 
and it is time to find that oul I 
hope this study is a step on this 
direction. ■ 
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Soviet 

Russia? 


THOUGH THE . Russian 
elections are fir front pro¬ 
ducing a clear-cui-winner 
in the presidential - race, 
the assessmenf pf future 
things to come is-bn the 
mind of all observers and 
analysts in the region. 

Mr Yeltsin certainly 
looks strong jn the. run¬ 
ning. and there is a gener¬ 
al feeling that the Russian 
people stand poised to 
support his reforms pro¬ 
gram. if only to give him 
a second chance. The new 
generation of free market 
Russians are his greatest 
electoral base, as well as 
the farmers who are still 
optimistic about the suc¬ 
cess of the reforms. 

His greatest enemy will 
remain a .poor turn-out at 
the ballot box. Mr Zyug- 
nayov, remains the strong¬ 
est alternative to the presi¬ 
dential seat, and his main 
policy outline is the nega¬ 
tion of what Mr. "Yeltsin 
stands for. He has a strong 
base among the disillu¬ 
sioned masses, and offers 
a nostalgic vision to 
more stable and predicta¬ 
ble Russia. 

His greatest asset is the 
older generation, and his 
greatest advantage is. the 
fact that the elderly tend 
to vote in large numbers: 

U is certain that the Rus¬ 
sian people will be voting 
to fend for their existence, 
but the whole world is ob- 
seeving carefully the pos¬ 
sible end of what came to 
be the democratic experi¬ 
ment of Russia. What 
would the Russian peo¬ 
ple's vote mean for the in 
temational community? 

For the western world, 
if Mr Yeltsin is re-elected, 
it is almost certain that 
things will remain busi¬ 
ness as usual. The credit 
line will be extended, and 
life will be the same 
again.- Bur’ Zyugnayov is 
not likely to alter the bal- B 
ance in all spheres, pro- ^ 
viding of course, he 
chooses to follow his pre¬ 
scribed ideological orien¬ 
tation. However, even tor 
the most ardent Yeltsin 
haters, one must say that, 
even if Mr Zyugnayov 
was a most ardent com¬ 
munist. the options for his 
maneuverability will re¬ 
main limited. 

If he goes internally on 
a spree of nationaliza¬ 
tions. he will probably 
find himself in the posi¬ 
tion whereby private en¬ 
terprise can match him in 
the determination to pre¬ 
serve the currem status 
quo. Civil war is not on 
the agenda, and the inde¬ 
pendent republics are far 
stronger than him. At 
worst, a mixed economics 
is likely to emerge in Rus¬ 
sia, and the ethnic nation¬ 
alities are more likely to 
suffer from a likely policy 
of Russian chauvinism. 

Apart from that, prob¬ 
ably. international rela¬ 
tions will be the most ex¬ 
citing sphere of 
operations, and the most 
likely area of operations 
will certainly be the Mid¬ 
dle East For Europe re¬ 
mains a closed area-to 
meddle with, and NATO 
will continue to be ex¬ 
panded despite likely ob¬ 
jections. And the previous 
Soviet empire is impossi¬ 
ble to role back. Logical¬ 
ly, what remains is'the 
Middle East, and to a far 
lesser extent. Africa. With 
much caution, one should 
start observing the rebirth 
of the previous alliances 
again in the area! Will a 
prospective-Soviet Russia 
seek its previous friends 
in the area? 

‘ The answer is most def¬ 
initely in -the affirmative. 
Only the ex-allies of the 
Soviets will be the most 
likely sources to approach 
Zyugnayov to develop a 
symbiotic relationship- 
There will be an apparent 
keenness to have- friends 
in the Middle' East for Mr 
Zyugnayov, as the area 
will be the most suitable 
grounds for him. if he 
needs to exert pressure bn 
the western allies., and 
conversely, for the! old 

Arab friends of . the Soviet 

Union it will become mos* 
convenient to exert'lever¬ 
age in the region, through 
their connection to .a will¬ 
ing ally. These are danger¬ 
ous scenarios, and;any al¬ 
teration w the balance bf- 
peace will leiad tb a 
disaster. ■ . 
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Business 

scene 


■ Al a cost of $2.5 billion, 
a second petroleum refin¬ 
ery is to be built in Aqaba. 
The Corporate Holdings of 
America (CHA) will be 
responsible for the whole 
project. It is not quite like 
the oil concession system, 
however, the company will 

administer and execute the 
project for the next 20 
years. The refinery will 
process 250.000 barrels of 
crude oil per day. These 
will be mainly for expons. 
The Jordanian government 
which is expected to take 
over after the 20-year 
period will receive more 
than $200 million in royal¬ 
ties each year. It is 
thought that over i 0.000 
jobs will be created. 

■ The Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Co., (JPRC) is to 
distribute over 16% of its 
profits among its share¬ 
holders. The company 
made a net profit of JD 
11.8 million ixr 1995. The 
company, including petro¬ 
leum-related products 
amounted to JD 461.7 mil¬ 
lion. This is a 6.2% 
increase over 1995. The 
company has 28,000 share¬ 
holders, 25.000 of which 
are small investors. The 
JPRC has processed 3.18 
million of crude oil. 

■ The Central Bank has 
issued JD 15 million of 
Certificates of Deposits. 
These are either for three 
or six months. 

■ Syria has sold Jordan 
100,000 tons of barley at a 
cost of $177 per ton. This 
means that Jordan has 
already imported 200.000 
tons of barley from Syria 
alone. 

■ The Urban and Rural 
Development Bank has 
loaned local councils JD 
8.1 million since the begin¬ 
ning of the year. This is up 
by JD 1.7 million of the 
same lime last year. About 
JD 2.3 million went to sup¬ 
port productive projects, 
while another JD 2.4 mil¬ 
lion went to upgrading ser¬ 
vices of rural councils. 

■ "The Amman-Cairo 
Bank has increased its 
assets by, 40.8% during 
1995 and will be distribut¬ 
ing 15% of the profits’' 
said Khalil AI Talhouni, 
head of the executive coun¬ 
cil of the Amman Cairo 
Bank. "The assets 
increased from JD 426 mil¬ 
lion to JD 600 million." he 
said. Mr Talhouni added 
that as a result of the large 
number of financial activi¬ 
ties of the bank, the profits 
reached to JD 6.4 million 
excluding tax income and 
other expenses. The aver¬ 
age increase in profit was 
31% compared to a JD 4.9 
million profit in 1994. 


Foreign 

Exchange 

Wednesday. 19 JUNE 


From the British, Jordanians want 
foodstuffs, cosmetics and gifts! 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to The Star 

TT1E BRITISH Lifestyle Exhi¬ 
bition at the Forte Grand Hotel 
is attracting wholesalers as well 
os investors. On display are 
consumer goods from the four 
counties in the United King¬ 
dom. They are represented by 
trade services personnel who 
will be taking names of inter¬ 
ested buyers and investors to 
the manufacturers in their 
respective countries. 

"Hair care products, poucry. 
and cake decorations- are 
attracting a lot of attention," 
Ian Brown- of Scottish Trade 
International fSTI) told The 
Star. Ever since the Amman 
Economic Summit of Iasi year, 
six companies from the UK 
have siarted investing in Jor¬ 
dan. "The message coming 
across is that people in Scot¬ 
land are looking for investment 
and people in Jordan are look¬ 
ing for investors. That's what 
the STI is looking forward to.” 

An important office, the 
Export Credits Guarantee 
Department (ECGDj. is repre¬ 
sented at the exhibition. It's a 
government agency that was 
started in 1919 to promote UK 


exports and foreign 
investments..it insures 
businesses against 
commercial and politi¬ 
cal risks. The ECGD 
stoned offering insu¬ 
rance on exports to 
and investments in 
Jordan after John 
Major’s visit to Jordan 
last year. "The pres¬ 
ence of ECGD should 
enhance joint ventures 
as well as exports to 
Jordan,” Middle East 
Risk Analyst Simon 
Gibbons told The Star 
Monday. Its signifi¬ 
cant offer is Overseas 
Investment Insurance. 

Those who qualify 
must have a business 
running in the UK. or 
be a subsidiary of such a com¬ 
pany. It offers insurance 
against expropriation, war, 
restrictions of remittances and 
Other specific political risks. 
There are encouraging terms 
for investors which the ECGD 
offers such as discount on rates, 
fixed rates for the period of 
insurance and tax deduction on 
the value of the insurance. 

“Potential buyers of lenin 
and foodstuffs have approached 
us." Export Development Man¬ 



ager Arthur Bell of the North¬ 
ern Ireland Chamber or Com¬ 
mence and Industry said. The 
areas of the Middle East and 
the Gulf arc attracting a greater 
interest. "Over the past three 
years, sales to the region have 
increased hy 25% per annum. 
Exporters arc aiming to expand 
their grid, specially in Jordan 
after the economic summit." he 
added. 

"An object that is also 
attracting many buyers is the 


famous Welsh Mining Lamp," 
Robert Lock of the Overseas 
Trade Services at the Welsh 
Office said, h was originally 
invented as a safety lamp but 
now only used as ornamenta¬ 
tion. The color of the flame 
would change with the differ¬ 
ent gazes in a mine shaft. “On 
the other hand, one or two 
companies have already 
approached us talking about 
joint ventures regarding furni¬ 
ture and air freshness. Obvi¬ 


ously, we’re representing the 
interests of the manufacturers 
and wc'H take the proposals 
back home with us,” he added 
when asked about investors. 

The famous London Taxi, 
Manufactured by London Taxi 
International (LTI; was dis¬ 
played. The spacious and com¬ 
fortable diesel-powered Laxi 
has a potential market in Jor¬ 
dan and should help its users 
and customers more than the 
typical sedan car used now. h 
has the approval of all govern¬ 
ment agencies yet its import in 
the country is obstructed by the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
and the Ministry of Energy. 

"Their argument is that Die¬ 
sel is more polluting than regu¬ 
lar petrol, while a very recent 
world health report shows that 
diesel is much safer and that 
petrol fumes cause brain dam¬ 
age in children and hinders 
their growth.” Hasan Abu 
Jaber of the Najla International 
Company said. “The govern¬ 
ment is talking about raising 
the standards of living. This 
cab will save users lots of 
money, it will give customers a 
better ride and it will reduce air 
pollution," he added. ■ 


Internal migration is becoming a hot issue 
in Jordan, latest ESCWA report says 
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Arab Bank to finance 
British exports to 
Jordan 

LONDON-—The London Brandi of the Arab bank 
announced this week that it had reached an agreement 
with ECGD to establish a $10 million Supplier Credit 
Finance Line or Credit (SCFLOC) to finance British 
exports to Jordan. 

The SCFLOC is being established between the Arab 
Bank, London, which will provide loans under the facility 
through a subsidiary company, and Arab Bank in Jordan. 
The line of credit, which will cover an initial period of 12 
months, will be made available for exports from the UK to 
Jordan. 

Arab Bank is the largest bank in Jordan in terms of 
assets and market capitalization. In addition to its pres¬ 
ence in Jordan, the Arab Bank has an extensive network 
of branches, subsidiaries and affiliates throughout the 
Arab world and beyond. The bank first established a Lon¬ 
don branch in 1973 and now has a total of three in the 
British capital 

The announcement, which coincides with the beginning 
of the British Week activities in Jordan, is expected to 
boost efforts to increase the size of trade between Jordan 
and the UK. ■ 



AMMAN (Star;—Growth rales 
and people's mobility are strong 
indicators of socio-economic 
development. Only keen govern¬ 
ments cany out regular population 
surveys to establish an under¬ 
standing of the impact of popula¬ 
tion growth and urbanization on 
food demand and consumption. 
Meanwhile, awareness of growth 
rates greatly help decision-makers 
and planners to secure the neces¬ 
sary services for the population in 
their different residential areas. 

During the last 50 years, Jor¬ 
dan's population has grown almost 
3-4 fold. The Kingdom received 
the largest wave of Palestinian ref¬ 
ugees in 1948. Resulting from the 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza , Jordan became 
the haven for about450.000 Pales¬ 
tinians. And in 199091, around 
350.000 returnees came back from 
the Gulf states. In addition, the nat¬ 
ural annual growth rate stands at 3- 
3.5%. 

Recently, the UN Economic 
and Social Commission for West¬ 
ern Asia (ESCWA), and FAO 
concluded a joint project on The 
Impact of Population Growth on 
Urbanization on Food consump¬ 
tion Patterns in Jordan. 

In 1992, Jordan's population 
was estimated at 4,012,000, of 


which 3,129,000 were urban, and 
883X100 rural The study, however 
points that growth rares were irreg¬ 
ular due to migration. 

According to the population 
census of 1979. Jordan's popula¬ 
tion was estimated at 2,133,000, 
40% of whom lived in rural areas. 
In 1986 and 1992, the population 
increased by 2,796,100 and 
4,012X300, but the rural population 
decreased to 30.4% and 22.1% 
respectively. 

The study notes that there was 
no significant difference in the 
geographical distribution of the 
population among the govemo- 
raies between 1986-91 In 1986, 
about 415% of the population 
lived in the Amman Govemorate; 
145% in Zarqa; 245% in Irbid: 


Quite noticeable is the fact thai (he 
Govemorate, of Amman. Balqa, 
Zarqa. and Irbid together make up 
21.8% of the total area of Jordan, 
and include 86% of the total 
population. 

in 1986. the 0-14 age group 
years represented 47.2% of the 
population. It dropped to 45.4% in 
1990. and to 41.3% in 1992. This 
indicates the importance of that 
portion of the population which is 
not productive. 

The urban population of 
Amman and Zarqa increased by 
48.8% and 59.4% respectively 
between 1986-1992. The study 
notes that the percentage of rural 
population to total population sig- 
■ nificandy decreased in all govemo* 
rates except Ma'an. This indicates 


35% in Mafraq; 6.9% in Balqa;' - active migration in the country. 


43% in Kerak; 15% in Tafileh, 
and 3.5% in Ma'an. 

In the same period, the study 
notes considerable change in the 
percentage of rural population. In 
1986, the rural population repre¬ 
sented 15% of the total population 
in Amman; 9.6% in Zaiqa; 45.8% 
in Irbid; 71.6% in Mafraq; 44.7% 
in Balqa; 80% in Kerak; 61% in 
Tafileh; and 46.6% in Ma'an. In 
1992, this percentage decreased by 
5.2%. 6.6%. 14%. 2.1%, 11.6%. 
6 %, 313%. and 7.6% respectively. 


mainly between govemo rates. 
About 98% of migrants to the cap¬ 
ital city come from other pans of 
Amman govemorate. 97% in the 
case of migrants to Zarqa and Irbid 
govemoraies. 96% in Mafraq, 
94% in Balqa. 93% in Kerak. 92% 
in Tafileh and Ma’an. 

Migration to outside govemo¬ 
raies is mainly observed in Irbid, 
Mafraq and Balqa. Urban areas in 
Zarqa govemorate receive 
migrants from rural areas of Irbid, 
Balqa, Amman and Mafraq. Zarqa 


district attracts migrants from dif¬ 
ferent pans of Jordan because of 
its job opportunities for individu¬ 
als with low levels of education 
compared with that of other gov¬ 
emoraies such as Amman and 
Irbid Besides, Zarqa. as a centre 
for the Jordanian armed forces and 
for important industries, such as 
petroleum refining and steel, 
remains a pull-area for internal 
migrants. Many workers and 
employees in Amman reside in 
Zarqa owing to high housing costs 
in Amman compared with Zarqa. 

The study shows that Irbid 
ranks first in ihe migration areas, 
followed by Balqa. About 75% of 
the migrants from Amman settle 
in urban areas of Zarqa and about 
34% in urban areas of Amman. 
About 72% of migrants from 
Mafraq move to urban areas of 
Zarqa. Most of the migrants from 
Tafileh move to Zarqa. Migration 
from the ratal areas of Irbid repre¬ 
sented the larges number of 
migrants, of which 87% migrated 
to Zarqa, 8% to urban Irbid and 
3% to urban Amman. However, 
[he study notes that migration 

between the northern and souihem 
pans of the country is very limited 

Besides the social and eco¬ 
nomic factors for migration, the 
study points to the fact that urban 


areas exceed rural areas in most 
aspects, except housing. About 
91% of the rural population own 
their homes, while this percentage 
drops to 67% in urban areas. More 
available in urban areas are mod¬ 
em facilities, e.g. central heating, 
public electricity, piped water, san¬ 
itation, education and employ¬ 
ment. These facts give incentives 
for ruralAirban migration and 
makes reverse-immigration more 
difficult. Rural development is 
therefore the key to decreasing 
ruraVurhan migration. It is weO- 
known, however, that develop¬ 
ment requires investment, proper 
management and infrastructures. 
The tow budgets and allocations 
for rural areas Jo not orovide for 
investments in the areas. Ureter 
such circumstances, infrastructure 
development will not take place 
and in turn will negatively affect 
establishing large or small eco¬ 
nomic projects. About two-thirds 
of the unemployed poor in rural 
areas do not find johs in their 
regions. ■ 


Jordan seen as vital to new Saudi 
economic program 

THE RECENT visit by the Saudi Arabian Minister of Trade 
Mr Osama Ja’far Al Faqeah and the subsequent signing of 
trade agreements between the two countries highlights the 
new relations emerging between the Jordan and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. For after the tensions of the Gulf Crisis have begun to 
thaw out, Jordan is beginning to be viewed as a vital player 
in Saudi Arabia’s new economic ambitions. 

Relations between these two neighboring states has seen 
difficult times over the past several years. Jordan's apparent 
stance against the US led coalition to free Kuwait from Iraqi 
control has soured Jordan-Saudi relations. Through persis¬ 
tent efforts and shuttle diplomacy by Jordanian officials over 
the Iasi several months however. Jordan-Saudi relations 
seem to be on track for a full recovery. 

“It is important to strengthen economic and trading ties,” 
Mr Al Faqeah said at the signing ceremony last week. The 
agreement, which is the culmination of months of hard work 
to improve relations, aims at encouraging trade between the 
two countries. The minister continued by stressing his hopes 
for a free exchange of products between the two countries. 

Saudi Arabia's eagerness to improve economic relations, 
is part of a concerted effort to rebuild its own economy. The 
Gulf Crisis had a devastating effect on the Saudi economy. 
Perhaps the most visible of this deterioration was the fact 
that for the first time in its history, Saudi Arabia became a 
debtor nation as a result of the huge costs of the war. 

As a result of its economic challenges, Saudi Arabia has 
begun to actively focus on its non-oil industries. Saudi Ara¬ 
bia's relationship, therefore, with its neighbors, has structu¬ 
rally changed. Whereas prior to the war, its relationship pri¬ 
marily consisted of political and humanitarian ties, today we 
see a Saudi Arabia which is interested in finding a growing 
market for its new non*oil products and vital to this strategy 
is improved relations with Jordan and the entire region. ■ 


British Airways and American 
Airlines form a new alliance 


Abu Na’meh company introduces 
the new BMW 5 series 


ABU NA’MEH Trading Co 
has introduced the BMW 5 
series to the Jordanian market. 
To celebrate this occasion, the 
company held a press confer- 




encc at the Marriott Hotel. It center for 
was attended by its General BMW cars 
Manager Hani Abu Na’meh is now 

and Mr Marcus Zeibrecht, opened in 

regional manager of BMW Jordan, 

company in the Middle East. • "The cen- 

Abu ter is 

- Na’meh highly 

talked about developed. 

-- the spcctacu- has all the 

~~ ' ~ lar features latest tcch- 

— . and additions nology and 

of the new top profes- 

fc.. BMW 5 sional 

series. Abu experts 

Na'meh said who have 

—the BMW 5 undergone 
series is the intensive trs 

most devel- center is bu 

oped car in 4000 square 

the world. vided with : 

He added ironic macl 

- that a new nance work, 

maintenance The BMV 



BRITISH AIRWAYS and 
American Airlines announced 
a "global airline alliance" that 
will improve aviation services 
for consumers and broaden the 
reach of both carriers. Starting 
in April 1997, the two airlines 
will coordinate their passenger 
and cargo activities between 
Europe and the United 5tates. 
introduce extensive code¬ 
sharing across each other’s net¬ 
works and establish full reci¬ 
procity between their frequent 
flyer programs. 

Bob Ayling, Chief Executive 
of British Airways, said, "our 
alliance with American Air¬ 
lines is very good news for 
consumers; for our employees, 
for our shareholders, for the 
communities we-serve and for 
the aviation industry. Working 
together." continued Ayling. 


"we can offer an incomparable 
network, the industry’s most 
convenient schedules, better 
services and more value for 
money." 

British Airways and Ameri¬ 
can Airlines will remain separ¬ 
ate entities, retaining their own 
identities, brands and nationali¬ 
ties. However, by coordinating 
their networks, they will offer 
the widest choice of routings 
and departure times between 
almost 36,000 potential city 
pairings, with seamless connec¬ 
tions between the services link¬ 
ing destinations throughout 
Europe, Africa, the Middle and 
Far East with cities across the 
United States. Canada, the Car¬ 
ibbean and Latin America. 

The intention of both airlines 
is that their existing alliance 
remains in place. The new alli¬ 


ance between British Airways 
and American Airlines will 
build on the established links 
with Qamas. USAir and other 
existing partners. 

"This alliance links two air¬ 
lines known for excellence and 
innovation in customer service. 
Consumers will now have 
access to many more on-line 
destinations and an extraordi¬ 
nary wide choice of outings 
and departure times, all at com¬ 
petitive fares." said the Chair¬ 
man of American Airlines Rob¬ 
ert Crandall. 

The agreement establishing 
the new alliance is conditional 
on governmental approval. 
Both airlines believe the agree¬ 
ment is eonsistent with trends 
towards open skies. ■ 


Mr Na'meh (right), and Mr Zeibrecht 


intensive training." The BMW 
center is built over an area of 
4000 square meters and is pro¬ 
vided with an integrated elec¬ 
tronic machines for mainte¬ 
nance work. 

The BMW 5 series is pro- 
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vided with the most modem 
and highly technical engine, he 
added. 

The car includes a whole 
range of light-alloy power 
units, ail-aluminium suspen¬ 
sion. performance, driving 
characteristics and fuel econ¬ 
omy of the highest calibre. 

There is also BMW’s prover¬ 
bial "sheer driving pleasure" to 
further complement the excel¬ 
lence of the vehicle. 

The idea for the BMW 5 
series dates back to the late 
*50s when BMW decided to 
develop a kind of car never 
seen before. The car in mind 
had 10 be a slick, dynamic, 
medium sized, four-door saloon 
with a sporting suspension and 
powerful engines. 

The engine range of BMW 5 
series was rounded off in 1993 
by the 85 KW/ll5bhpl.8 litre 
four cylinder in the 518i and 
the 85 KW/115 bhp torbodiesel 
in the 525td. The top end of 
the engine range was of course 
marked by the new mj5 now 
developing 250 KW or 340 bhp 
maximum output. 

BMW has its own sales 
organizations in more than 20 
countries and sells its products 
in more than 100 countries 
worldwide. In the current year, 
the company will celebrate its 
80th anniversary. ■ 


<&> RDYALJORDAN1AN 


TRY RJ CITY TERMINAL AND BEAT 
AIRPORT TENSION 

Let us help you avoid the airport crunch! Just swing over to 
Royal Jordanian new 7th Circle City Terminal open from 7:30 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and check your baggage , get your board¬ 
ing pass, pay your departure fee and let us drive you to the air¬ 
port. There you'll be whisked through a special gate directly to 
immigration then off to your departure gate waiting area. If s a 
breeze with City Terminal .This service is available for pas¬ 
sengers on al! RJ flights, except departures to Beirut and 
Moscow, in which case baggage must be checked in one day 
ahead of the scheduled departure date. For further informa¬ 
tion, cal! one of our friendly Royal Jordanian representatives 
at: 856855, or 856865. 

HAPPY FLYING ON RJ 
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Attracting private 
investment is ‘ultimate 


challenge 9 says 
IMF chief 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Michel Camdessus, managing direc¬ 
tor of the International Monetary Fund, spoke about the 
phnnCTgM facing the Arab world in today’s global econo¬ 
my. “There is a lot of talk these days about globaliza¬ 
tion— about the opportunities it brings and the risks that 
it entails. In my view, globalization is a highly favorable 
development,” he told the animal meeting of the Union of 
Arab Banks in New York last months. What follows are 
excerpts of his speech. 

...But. of course, globalization also involves risks. Last 
year’s experience with Mexico brought home all too clearly 
how quickly market sentiment can shift and how disruptive 
such shifts can be. Likewise, the Barings case illustrated the 
perils of inadequate internal bank controls and financial sec¬ 
tor supervision in today's global markets. But in addition to 
these risks, there is a further and, to my. mind. greater risk — 
the risk that some countries will not be able to attract interna¬ 
tional capital, increase exports, or otherwise take advantage 
of the opportunities that globalization provides. 

So where, you may ask, do Arab countries stand in today's 
global economy? Certainly, it is encouraging to see that 
some countries in the region have made considerable head¬ 
way in stabilizing, reforming, and opening up their econo¬ 
mies. Here 1 might mention three examples: 

Algeria, whose steadfast implementation of its compre¬ 
hensive stabilization and reform program since 1994, despite 
severe political and security problems, has helped produce 
the first increase in real per capita income in five years; 

Jordan, whose determined pursuit of prudent macroeco¬ 
nomic policies and structural reform since 1989 has resulted 
in strong. broad-based growth averaging 6 percent during the 
last three years and a substantial reduction in unemployment 
despite high labor force growth; and 

Tunisia, whose transformation from an inward-looking 
and heavily regulated economy in 1986 into a predominantly 
market- and export-oriented one today has made the country 
much more able to withstand external shocks; increased real 
per capita income by an average of about two percent per an¬ 
num since 1987. 

I could also mention Morocco (in spite of the drought). 
Saudi Arabia in its ongoing financial adjustment efforts, and 
so on. But despite such achievements, I am concerned that 
Arab countries as a group are operating below potential— 
that they are not in fact, taking full advantage of the opportu¬ 
nities that the global economy has to offer. This can be seen 
in the fact that even since the 1989 recovery in the region, 
real GDP growth has not kept pace with the robust growth in 
developing countries as a group. More to the point, slower 
GDP growth and rapid population growth in the Arab coun¬ 
tries has meant that, for the region as a whole, average real 
per capita income has virtually stagnated. At the same time, 
Arab countries as a group have attracted very little of the pri¬ 
vate capita] that has surged into developing countries in re¬ 
cent years: nor has their export growth, which has averaged 
only 1-1/2 percent per year during the last five years, come 
anywhere close to die nearly 10 percent average annual ex¬ 
port growth achieved by developing countries as a group, or 
even the six percent average annual growth in world trade. 

As for the future, it does not appear that the traditional 
sources of growth in Arab countries will provide the needed 
basis for sustained economic expansion. Indeed, the outlook 
for oil prices is uncertain. Without stronger, broad-based 
growth how will Arab countries be able to create enough to 
absorb new entrants to the labor force, which is expanding at 
over three percent per year? Indeed, the already pressing 
need for job creation is likely to intensify, since, in some 
countries, more than half the population is under the age of 
15. And without stronger growth, how will Arab countries 
have the resources to upgrade their economic infrastructure, 
address the problem of water scarcity, or meet the health, ed¬ 
ucational, housing, and other needs of their growing popula¬ 
tions? 

As I mentioned, financial institutions also have an impor¬ 
tant role to play in helping your economies realize their full 
potential. Banking systems fulfill essential functions in in¬ 
termediating between savers and investors, financing private 
sector trade and investment, and helping to ensure that the 
economy's financial resources are allocated efficiently. 
Well-functioning banking systems also increase the effec¬ 
tiveness of macroeconomic policy by providing a channel for 
monetary policy signals. 

It is important as IMF and other official assistance is, es¬ 
pecially for the poorer countries in the region, let me assure 
you that the greatest support for Arab countries, or indeed 
for any country committed to reform, will not come from 
governments or international institutions, but—when the 
conditions are right—from the vast resources of the private 
sector, both domestic and foreign. Attracting these resources 
is the ultimate challenge in today's global economy, a chal¬ 
lenge that I have no doubt Arab countries—and their bank¬ 
ing institutions—will take up forthwith. ■ 


Yeltsin adds 


Lebed, fires 


defense minister 


By David Hoffman 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


MOSCOW—President Boris 
Yeltsin moved decisively to 
fortify his reelection campaign 

Tuesday, appointing popular 
retired para troop general Alex¬ 
ander Lebed to a top Kremlin 
security post and firing De¬ 
fense Minister Pavel Grachev. 

Within hours of his appoint¬ 
ment. Lebed made a startling 
claim that he had personally 
foiled an effort by a coterie of 
generals around Grachev to stir 
rebellion in the army. Implying 
they were engaging in an incip¬ 
ient mutiny to save Grachev 
from being dismissed. Lebed 
called on the generals, whom 
he named, to band in their res¬ 
ignations. 

Yeltsin's high-profile an¬ 
nouncement of Lebed's ap¬ 
pointment was a gambit to win 
over the nearly 11 million vot¬ 
ers who backed Lebed in the 
first round of the presidential 
election Sunday, catapulting 
him into third place. Yeltsin 
faces a second-round runoff in 
about two weeks against Com¬ 
munist challenger Gennady 
Zyuganov. 

While political analysts were' 
cautious about Lebed's ability 
to deliver his constituency to 
Yeltsin, the .retired general 
wasted no time in attacking 
Zyuganov. The communist 
“idea,” he declared in a Krem¬ 


lin ceremony with Yeltsin at 
his side, “has long outlived it- ’ 
self and cost us a lot of blood 
and suffering.” 

If Yeltsin is reelected, 
Lebed, 46. will become one of 
the most powerful men in Rus¬ 
sia, with a mandate to carry out 
the far-reaching reforms he fa¬ 
vors in the 1.5-million-member 
standing array. Lebed has said 
the army should be made into a 
smaller, more professional and 
better-trained force that no 
longer seeks to compete with 
Westem powers in size. He has 
said he does not oppose the ex¬ 
pansion of NATO to former 
Soviet Bloc countries such as 
Poland and Hungary. 

As secretary of the presi¬ 
dent's Security Council and his 
assistant for national security, 
Lebed also will oversee the 
country's security forces and 
internal police, allowing him to 
pursue the law-and-order poli¬ 
cies that were the centerpiece 
of his presidential campaign. 

Yeltsin appointed the chief 
of the general staff. Army Gen. 
Mikhail Kolesnikov, as acting 
defense minister, but Lebed 
said a search was underway for 
a permanent successor to Gra¬ 
chev. Oleg Lobov, previously 
secretary of the Security Coun¬ 
cil, and Yuri Baturin, previous¬ 
ly national security adviser, are 
being reassigned. 

Yeltsin, who has long resist¬ 
ed calls for Grachev to be fired, 
dumped the defense chief in a 


brief remark to reporters.fol¬ 
lowed by a smirk. Grachev fre¬ 
quently has been accused of 
coemption and ineptitude in 
coping with die enormous pres¬ 
sures on the shrunken army, but 
Yeltsin stuck by him, in part 
because of Grachev's loyalty in 
the president's violent 1993 
clash with hard-liners in. parlia¬ 
ment. 

Lebed said later he played 
the key role in the dismissal of 
Grachev, once his commander 
in the war in Afghanistan. 
Lebed had been especially criti¬ 
cal of the war in the separatist 
region of Chechnya and Gra¬ 
chev's handling of it. 

Yeltsin announced he had 
snared Lebed at a Kremlin 
news conference Tuesday 
morning, before Lebed could 
even bold a scheduled meeting 
with Zyuganov. Yeltsin hailed 
the appointment as a “unifica¬ 
tion of two politicians, a unifi¬ 
cation of two programs." 

Later, Lebed confidently pre¬ 
dicted "at least SO percent of 
my voters” would back Yeltsin. 
Exit polls from Sunday's voce 
suggest a little more than half 
of Lebed's followers might 
support Yeltsin. 

The Communists insisted 
they were not upset “There is 
no parry or mass organization 
behind Lebed.” said Speaker 
Gennady Seleznyov of the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
the State Duma. “He only has 
his name." But the announce 
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meat was clearly a setback for 
Zyuganov, who had announced 
he would make Lebed prime 
minister if elected. 

Lebed's appointment was 
announced about 10:30 am but 
he told reporters later of a 
small drama before the news 
became public. According to 
Lebed, “circles close to the de¬ 
fense minister” tried to orga¬ 
nize a rebellion and “raised the 
alarm” through the ranks. 

Lebed at first suggested 
there had been an attempted 
coup. But he then said. “It was 
not an attempted coup. It was 
an attempt to put pressure on 
the president" 

Tuesday night on the televi¬ 
sion interview program “Hero 
of the Day,” Lebed elaborated. 
‘Today." he said, “between 9 
am and 10 am,” a group of gen¬ 
erals were preparing to try to 
“stir the troops to action” 
against Grachev's dismissal. 
Lebed named CoL Gen. Viktor 
Barynkin, chief of the main op¬ 
erations department at general 
headquarters; Col. Gen. Anato¬ 


ly Sitnov, a department chief at 
general headquarters; Col. 
Gen. Dmitri Kharchenko, chief 
of the international military 
cooperation department CoL 
Gen. Valery Laps ho v. and Gra¬ 
chev's press secretary, Yelena 
Agapova. He also mentioned a 
Gen. Shulikov who could not 
be identified, and be claimed 
the defense minister of the ex- 
Soviet republic of Georgia was 
involved. 

Prime Minister Viktor Cherno¬ 
myrdin. asked about Lebed’s 
statement, said, T didn't hear 
about that.” He added perhaps 
the Grachev announcement had 
taken the Defease Ministry “by 
surprise." . 

Lebed said he didn't know 
precisely what the generals 
planned to do, “so 1 took pre¬ 
ventive measures. I gave an or¬ 
der to the general on duty at 
the general headquarters, pro¬ 
hibiting him from executing 
any orders of the defense min¬ 
ister." he said. “I drove to the 
Moscow military district head¬ 
quarters and sent a cable from 


there, informing of my appoint- .' 
mem and urging the troops to 
continue to do what they were 
doing." 

Lebed's statements could not 
be Independently confirmed- 

“1 won the undivided loyalty 
of the armed forces," he said. 
This is a specific act, and .1 
know for sure there will be do 
troublemaking. I believe the - 
gentlemen who engaged in this 
this morning .will have to 
present their resignations to¬ 
morrow to the acting defense 
minister. That will be very cor- • 
recL And that will be enough.” 

Random interviews with sol¬ 
diers and officers suggested the 
Lebed’s appointment would 
boost morale and possibly Yelt¬ 
sin's vote iii the military.' 

Also economist Grigory 
Yavlinsky, who finished fourth, 
announced he would not sup¬ 
port Zyuganov, although he 
stopped short of saying he - 
would support Yeltsin. ■ 


Eye-witness report from Hebron 

Israeli army holds American 
peace activists for questioning 
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HEBRON, OCCUPIED West 
Bank—On May 28 at 7:30 pm, 
Christian Peacemaker Team 
members joined an American 
peace worker, “D", in trans¬ 
planting olive tree seedlings 
near Suseya settlement, 30 min¬ 
utes south of Hebron. The set¬ 
tlers had planted the trees on 
land belonging to a Palestinian 
professor-from Hebron Univer¬ 
sity named Mosallam Ali Shrea- 
teh. The Shreateh family 
wished to plow the field, but 
first the group planned to move 
the trees to the nearby settle¬ 
ment land to prevent their 
damage. 

The group managed to trans¬ 
plant one tree, and dig up 
another three for transplanting, 
wben an Israeli military jeep 
drove by. The Israeli army 
detained the group and confis¬ 
cated their passports at 8:30 
pm. Settlers, some of whom 
were armed with Uzis, came 
out to the site and began harass¬ 
ing the CPTers. Settlers pushed 


members of-the group r and- 
yelled in tbeir faces. Although 
CPTer Bob Nairaan alerted the 
soldiers to what was happen¬ 
ing, the soldiers turned their 
backs and did nothing. One of 
the soldiers detaining them 
was a settler from Kiiyat Aiba, 
near Hebron. 

While they were being 
detained, waiting for the arri¬ 
val of the Israeli police from 
Hebron, the settlers continued 
harassing the group. One 
yelled. "We don’t want to be 
friends, we want you to die... 
We will kill you.” He also 
accused the group of coming 
to “F—the Arabs." 

D. told the settler. “Cod 
wants peace.” 

“No," he replied, “It’s not 
true,” 

The same settler spit on 
CPTers Randy Bond, Naiman 
and Wendy Lehman. 

Finally the soldiers wished 
to move the group to a less 
hostile area. As the group was 


Imprisoned Palestinian human 
rights activist: My life is in danger 


By Jon Immanuel 


GAZA—A senior Palestinian human 
rights activist charged with drug pos¬ 
session claims he was framed and his 
life is in danger, in a letter smuggled out 
of Gaza Prison in which he pleaded for 
help. “I have been beaten and my life is 
in danger. They are trying to frame me 
with drug charges. Rescue me, the situa¬ 
tion is dangerous," the letter from Dr 
Eyad Sarraj said, according to AP 
which said it had seen a copy of it Sar¬ 
raj, a psychiatrist and director of the 
Independent Palestinian Commission 
for Citizens' Rights, was arrested Sun¬ 
day night. 

On Tuesday, plainclothes police 
searched the Gaza Mental Health Cen¬ 
ter which he founded and claimed to 
find 95 grams of hashish among his 


papers. Public Prosecutor Khalid 
Qidrah said that the office was raided 
because “we had information that he 
had drugs. Those who support Mr Sarraj 
look at him as a defender of human 
rights but he is human, not an angeL” 
He denied that Sarraj - was beaten. "It is 
a big lie,” he said. “1 saw him. We don't 
beat anyone. Anyone who complains of 
beating complains to us.” 

Sarraj was arrested last month after 
giving an interview in The New York 
Times in which he complained that he 
was 100 times less free to publish his 
opinions under the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity than under Israeli occupation. 

He was released after nine days fol¬ 
lowing a published apology to PA Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat for any unintended 
personal offense he may have caused. 
After his release, the TPCCR said it 



would sue Qidrah for wrongful arrest, 
although it was clear Arafat had ordered 
iL Last week Sarraj wrote to Arafat 
explaining that “instead of controlling 
me you should control the mechanism 
which undermines accepted standards of 
human rights.” 

Several members of the Palestinian 
Council, including Han an Ashrawi, 
former director of the IPCCR, and Dr 
Haidar Abdel-Shafi met with Arafat in 
Nablus and urged that he release Sarraj. 
The matter may be brought up in a 
council session. “This is a clear set-up 
since Sarraj was arrested before they 
found the drugs,” said one member of 
the council who insisted on anonymity. 
“I thought we were past these backward 
silly games. The Israelis should take a 
position on human rights in the territory 
—which is. after alL not under Palestin¬ 
ian sovereignty—if it wants to have a 
democratic partner.” Palestinian human 
rights activists and journalists have been 
arrested before, and accused of collabo¬ 
ration. stealing and sexual offenses, 
though the accusations were never 
translated into formal charges. “They 
are trying to humiliate him." said Bas- 
sem Eid of B'tselem. “Sarraj has been 
put in Gaza prison in a cell with 
criminals.” 

Eid met Sarraj last Tuesday and heard 
him say that his interrogators warned 
him before he was released last month 
that he would be killed if he continued 
to criticize the PA. Qidrah said that Sar¬ 
raj would not be released until his inter¬ 
rogation is over. He is to have a remand 
hearing this morning, Ejd said. Impris¬ 
oned Palestinian human fights ■ 


* entering the -military jeepy^die 
settler hit CPTer Tom Mal- 
thaner on the back of the head. 
Another settler threw a stone 
which hit Naiman. 

The group was transported 
to an area further away from 
the settlement and waited until 
midnight for. the police to 
arrive. Two Palestinians who 
had driven the group to the 
site, but were not involved in 
the action, were also detained. 

By 12:30 am on the morning 
of t he Israeli elections, the 
CPTers found themselves, with 
the Palestinians and D.. at the 
Hebron police station near Kir- 
yat Arba. They were kept on a 
flight of stairs until the follow¬ 
ing day at 5 pm—nearly 15 
hours. During this time, they 
were interrogated primarily by 
Sargent Omri Ben Meir. but 
different officers questioned 
them—some informing them 
that they were arrested, others 
saying they were detained. 

During the night. Sargent 
Amai informed the group that 
if they signed a paper promis¬ 
ing to pay 1000 shekels 
(approximately $330) bail the 
following day, they would be 
released. The CPTers refused 
to sign anything in Hebrew, or 
to agree to the bail, although 
the other three signed. 

The following morning, Ben 
Meir refused to release anyone, 
even those that had sighed. He 
later accused D. of refusing to 
sign the paper. He again inter¬ 
rogated the group after 30 
hours of almost no sleep, with 
the night spent on the flight of 
stairs. 

D. showed Ben Meir a paper 
from an Israeli court saying 
that the land belonged to the 
Palestinian and that the settlers 
should not interfere with it. 
Ben Meir read it and said, 
"This means' 'nothing.” and 
handed it back to her. 

When Ben Meir interrogated 
Naiman. Naiman chose totake 
his right to remain silent like 
the other CPTers. Ben Meir 
yelled in his face. "What, don’t 
you have the guts to admit it?** 

Naiman walked out of his 
office. A police officer brought 
him back in with his hands 
cuffed behind his back and his 
legs shackled together. He was 
kept like that for an hour. 
Then, for approximately four 
of five hours, his feet remained 
shackled, his hands were 
cuffed in the front, and he was 
kept separate from the rest of 
the group in a hallway. He was 
then shackled at the ankles and 
returned to the group for the 
rest of the time. 

Ben Meir also tolcRhe seven 
arrestees that they would be 


.. h&i, for r at least* 
four days, because 
they were being 
charged under 
military law, and 
the officer could 
indefinitely renew 
their imprison¬ 
ment When the 
Palestinians and 
Lehman com¬ 
plained, the Pales¬ 
tinians were 
shackled and 
handcuffed 
together for sev¬ 
eral hours. 

At 5 pm, the 
men were trans¬ 
ferred to the mili¬ 
tary prison of 
Aduraira near 
Dura, West Bank, 
and the women 
were taken to 
Lachis Prison in 
Ashkelon, Israel. 

The women 
were kept with three other 
Israeli prisoners— one in for 
burglary and drugs, another in 
for stabbing someone to death, 
and the third for unknown rea¬ 
sons. The level of tension and 
hostility from the prisoners 
kept increasing. At one point, 
one of the prisoners drew a 
knife on D. and threatened to 
slab her. Periodically, the cell 
mates would be hospitable, and 
then they would insist on 
searching Lehman's bag, 
accusing her of stealing their 
property, or would become 
more and more angry with 
them. 

On the evening of May 30, 
Lehman and D. were taken to 
court. Little was translated 
The police brought op a previ¬ 
ous charge against the group. 
In the beginning of April. Nai¬ 
man, Lehman, another CPTer 
and D. had .removed a fence 
the settlers had..installed around 
the Shreateh's land. The police 
charged them with this only, 
and the judge, asked them why 
they arrested them now, a 
month and a half later. The 
judge told them they didn't 
have enough evidence for the 
arrest, but could take them to 
court the following day after 
they gathered more evidence. 

Lehman asked the police 
officers, from Hebron, if she 
could call her-lawyer when she 
returned to prison to notify her 
of the upcoming court date; 
They assured. her she could. 
But the prison guards refused 
to allow her to call a lawyer 
until after she.went to court. 

The following day, 31 May, 
Lehman and D. appeared 
before a different judge. 

The police charged them 
with the fence removal, the tree 
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removal, and listed various 
other activities CPT had been 
involved in. Lehman told the 
judge how she had been 
refused the right to her lawyer. 
The police explained that they- 
cailed her lawyer and she said 
she couldn't come to the hear¬ 
ing. Lehman’s lawyer larer 
told her that the police had not 
called her, and in fact she was 
informed that the hearing 
would occur on Sunday, 2 
June. 

The judge also asked them 
why the judge from the previ¬ 
ous hearing did not grant them 
an extension on the prison sen¬ 
tence. They said that the hear¬ 
ing occurred too late in the eve¬ 
ning and the judge could not 
hear the case, although this was 
not actually what had occurred. 

The judge told Lehman and 
D. that they had to sign a paper 
agreeing, under t a 10.000 
shekel ($ 3300 ) guarantee,-that 
they would nor return to Heb¬ 
ron until their visas'expired. 
At least, this was how the 
police officer translated the sit¬ 
uation to Lehman and D. 
They were given five minutes 
to decide. Lehman tried to con¬ 
tact her lawyer but she was 
unavailable at the time. 

Although D. signed, Lehman 
refused and opted to go back to 
prison until she could speak 
with her lawyer. 

She returned to the prison at 
noon. At about 3 pm, her law¬ 
yer called and .encouraged her 
to sign because she felt Leh¬ 
man was in “physical danger” 
.in the prison. Lehman signed 
and was released. 

The men, who were 
informed that Lehman had 
signed for her release, were 
offered the same opportunity, 
although they did not go to 


court The Palestinians who 
were arrested with them were V* 
very eager for them to sign—it 
was not clear if the Palestin- ‘a* 
ians' release depended on it 
The CPTers were not 
allowed to talk to one another. 
Naiman was asked first. At I I 
first he refused to sign and was | J 
ordered back to jail. But one of \j 
the Palestinians intervened and 
insisted that Naiman sign tbe 
paper. Because of this and 
because he didn't want to split 
the team, Naiman wrote “John 
Smith” on the paper and was 
hustled out of the room. The 
police informed Bond that Leh¬ 
man and Naiman had signed. § 
He was also encouraged by the j 
Palestinians to sign and was „ 
given a minute or two to 
deride. He agreed. Malthaner ;*} t , 
continued to refuse to sign. The 
Palestinians were released with 
Naiman and .Bond. Stu., 
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Naiman and .Bond. ... 

Malthaner was taken to Heb- - 
ton. re-arrested, and transferred 


to the Russian Compound in 
Je ru salem. - Thai- evening, 

CPTs lawyer visited 'him, 0: s 
explained to him what he was 
signing, and fie agreed. The 
police, however, in disregard to 
the judge's order, refused to 


0 , 


allow him to, sign: and be V 


released. 


After pressure from the law- .335^ 
yer, the police released him-on ^ 
the s ame conditions .as. the * c 

other CPTers, after he signed 
the paper, at 1 pm the follow- fridL* 
rngday, June !;■; v 

This is an eye^Yriboess 
'‘‘experience” reporter*®* 73 ^ t j^Pi 
group known as.the.“Chris- Co¬ 
tton Peacemaker C * 

(CPT) who have ^ 

ing in.Hebron for ’* v 

of years. MSANEWS '7 y . : " 
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A look in the rearview mirror at 100 years of driving 
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By Tom locantalupo 

LA Times- Washington Post New s Service 

THEY STEERED with tillers, they 
weren't much faster than a runner and 
they were noisier and less reliable than a 
borse. 

We’veteen driving for 100 years, cen¬ 
tennial counted from the production of 13 
can: by the Duiyea Motor Wagon Co. of 
Spring field. Mass., in 1896 and by the 
completion by Henry Ford of his first car. 
jriDearbom, Mich. 

. They weren’t the world's first vehicles; 
[hat distinction goes to a three-wheeled, 
steam-powered artillery tractor built in 

france in 1769. They weren’t even the 
fust bmlt in America; that's believed to 
he the four-wheeled harbor dredge that 
was .produced in Philadelphia in 1805 and 
also was steam propelled. 

But the 13 Duryeas were important 
because they marked the first time anyone 
had built two or more vehicles exactly 
alike for sale. As for the importance of 
Ford’s first car, the company had gone on 
io be a giant of the industrial age. 

Both are good enough excuses for 
America’s car builders to throw them¬ 
selves a massive celebration that is cen¬ 
tering on Detroit and culminates 22 June 
with" what is being billed as the Great 
American Cruise. In, a gathering at the 
Michigan State Fairgrounds to which eve¬ 
ryone in America fand (heir cars) are 
invited. The following day. more than 
2,000 antique and classic cars are sched¬ 
uled to parade in and around the Motor 
City- 

The industry’s beginnings were humble 
and so were its early products. The Dur- 
ycas seated two, steered with tillers, had 
wooden spoke wheels, two-cylinder 
engines, a top speed of 20 mph and a 
price of "about $1,500. Ford’s car, which 
be called a "quadricycle," and test drove 
June 4, 1896, also had a two-cylinder 


engine and steered with a tiller. i 

Since 1896. men J 

like the Duryeas. 

Ford and his prog- 
cny. Louis " 

Chevrolet. fs faf Fi 

the Dodge l 

brothers, jjj 

Harley ~ 

Earl, Alfred \ 

Sloan, John 
DeLorean 

and Lee la- • 

cocca have 

taken the 

Americans 
on one hcck of 
a road trip. 

The cars they built probably have 
changed the nation more than any other 
invention—and not necessarily always for 
better. 

In 100 years, Americans have been 
both freed and enslaved by the automo¬ 
bile—-freed to wander far from home for 
the price of a junker and a couple of gal¬ 
lons of gasoline, which has always been 
cheap and almost always plentiful. But 
the car also has led to surburban sprawl 
and become a major drain on many fami¬ 
lies’ finances. 

What began as a toy for the rich later 
became affordable for almost everyone 
and that aided the development of more 
and better roads and. later, of suburban 
towns along those roads. 

America had 204,000 miles of paved 
roads in 1904 and 10 times that many 
miles of unpaved roads. 

Today, the nation has 3.5 million miles 
of paved roads, including (he interstate 
highway system that has reduced a trans¬ 
continental motor trip from a couple of 
months of pure hell to a few or days of 
monotony and fast food. 

Hie suburbs, and cities like Los An¬ 
geles that saw their major growth in (he 


> 


It 


automotive age. 
were the birthing places 
of a lifestyle lhar requires a 
car and maybe two or more in a 
household, virtually enslaving us ^Hgj 
to the banks that lend for a pur- 
chase or lease, and to insurance ™ 
companies and repair shops. 

From fewer than 8,000 vehicles on US 
roads in 1900. the total has grown to near¬ 
ly 200 million. Americans buy 15 million 
new cars and trucks in a good year, and 
most of them are built in the United 
States or Canada. 

Cars today burn more gas than the ear¬ 
liest ones, whose top speed wasn’t much 
faster than running and whose engines of¬ 
ten were smaller and less powerful than 
those of modem lawn mowers. Cars aver¬ 
aged 35 miles per gallon in 1900. But that 
figure fell steadily in succeeding decades 
as cars became heavier, more powerful 
and more highly equipped, to a low point 
of 12 mpg on average in 1970. 

The two gasoline shortages of ihe 
1970s and the wave of little Japanese cars 
they sparked helped to reverse the long 
decline in fuel economy and Lhe figure is 
up to more than 20 mpg now. 


Even the biggest ones use less fuel than 
their predecessors and, small or big, cars 
and trucks are also more reliable and easi¬ 
er to drive than they ever 

_ were, with compuler- 

controlled ignition 

' and fuel injec- 

tion. automai- 

|M^ rffPL-, * * C tr3nS ' 

mission, 

power 

pinion 

|y^' steering 

. four- 

11 11 ~ f lgff wheel 

dem 

suspensio 
n - seat belts 

for every 
passenger, two or 
even four air bags and 
a window sticker full 
of other equipment. 
Although some cars arc 
still better than others, the average new 
vehicle now exhibits only one defect of 
any kind in its first three months of own¬ 
ership. 

Some credit for that must go to men 
like Eiji Toyoda and Soichiro Honda and 
their Corollas and Camrys and Civics and 
Accords—and the competition they 
brought to the US marketplace, first with 
fuel efficiency, then with quality. And, 
while this is the anniversary of the US 
auto industry, no auto history can ignore 
Europeans like Daimler. Benz and Por¬ 
sche for their engineering innnovations. 

All of those improvements have had a 
negative side, though: Because of their in¬ 
creasing complexity, as well as federally 
mandated safety equipment and Ameri¬ 
cans’ increasing taste for luxuries—plus 
inflation— cars cost an aver 


age of $20,000 now. That’s almost double 
the average a decade ago and triple that of 
a decade before thaL 

Cars and trucks eat up a growing por¬ 
tion of our disposable income: we” work 
an average of more than 26 weeks to 
afford a new car— six weeks more than 
we did in 1970. And wc now have to 
insure them and repair them, so that cars 
cost Americans a grand iota! of $400 bil¬ 
lion a year. 

Cars foul the air, too. more than any 
other single source, according to the US 
Environmental Protection Agency, but at 
least they run cleaner than they used to. 

Cars also cost 40.000 American lives 
each year in accidents yet the US high¬ 
way death rate. 1.83 persons per 1 00,000 
miles driven, is half what it was in 1980 
and a third of what it was in 1960 and one 
of the lowest in the world. Credit better 
roads, seat belt use. a reduction in 
drunken driving and safer cars for that 
and give some credit for the latter to 
safety activists like Joan Claybrook and 
Ralph Nader. 

Automobiles also form a cornerstone 
of the US economy. More than I million 
American 

s build --- 

cars and 
parts—5 

percent of / 

all manu- •£ 

faciuring 
worker^ 

States b y 


Japanese and European car makers. 
Another 1 million people sell and service 
cars at dealerships and another half mil¬ 
lion or so repair them at shops not affili¬ 
ated with dealerships. 

Like hundreds of others in the indus¬ 
try’s early days, the Duryea didn’t sur¬ 
vive beyond the first years of this century. 
Richard Stevens, a high school auto 
mechanics teacher in Springfield. Mass.. 
so obsessed with Duryea history that he 
hand-built a driveable replica of an ear¬ 
lier, 1893, Duryea car. says the brothers 
quarreled bitterly in later years over 
which one deserved more credit for 
designing the car. 

Stevens says the site of the plant where 
the 13 1896 Duryeas were built is a 
vacant lot now. not marked even by a 
plaque. He says Springfield has no cele¬ 
brations planned to mark its contribution 
to uutoinuihc history. 

Of the 13 original Duryeas. all of 
which were completed by the end of May 
1896. just one is in existence: it’s in the 
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn. 
Mich.No one drives it anymore. ■ 
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By Jack Millrod 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
Newsservice 

“Space. The final frontier ...” 
Better make that "cyberspace.” 
In the 30 years since the Star- 
ship Enterprise was first 
beamed into our living rooms, 
Gene Roddenberry’s wagon 
train to the stars has boldly 
gone from the TV screen to the 
big screen. But nowhere is the 
“Star Trek” universe expand¬ 
ing faster than in the space 
behind your computer screen. 

There are two new ‘‘Star 
Trek” computer games on the 
market, and this fail, when the 
birthday celebration culminates 
with the opening of an eighth 
motion picture, three more pro¬ 
grams will be released. That 
will bring the namber of major 
: TWcware --tides mtrodoced 
aifc the.25th anniversary to 

•^xtdon’t need to be a Vul- 
c£|to see the logic: Only a 
cwdppteir program can put you 
hEtbe captain’s sear or let you 
Jetfthe landing party. And the 
experience has grown more 
compelling and sophisticated 
over the past two years, with 
Trek ware delivering authentic 
music, visuals and sound 
effects—even the voices of the 
stars.- 

“Klingonthe latest offer¬ 
ing. ups the ante. This live- 
action,''.full-screen interactive 
adventure-—the first “Star 
Trekr- game to move beyond 
mmhaioD-^-takes you through 
a ho log r aphic training program 
deigned to immerse Starfleet 
orders in the language and 
ctjwqjrb of the Klingons. the 
Baton's most famous warrior 
Igcjjfc:it features 90 minutes of 
oew-footage -starring Robert 
O'RdUy in his recurring role 
as Gowron, leader of the Klin- 
Bon high council. As your per¬ 
sonal instructor, Gowron not 


Star Trekware: 


Boldly going where no man 
has gone before 


Co-workers more likely to 
sexually harass than 
bosses, study says 


only comes along for your hol- 
odeck adventure, browbeating 
you whenever you stray from 
the way of the warrior, he dou¬ 
bles as your tutor in an accom¬ 
panying Kiingon language lab 
CD. While you can gel through 
the program without mastering 
Lhe language, the lab employs 
voice-recognition technology 
for those worried about mispro¬ 
nouncing Kiingon slurs (an 
understandable fear when you 
consider the warning on the 
game box: “Learn or Die”). 

It took about two years to 
make the three-CD set, released 
Iasi month by Simon & 
Schuster Interactive, according 
to producer Keith Halper, who 
said his seven-figure budget 
was comparable to that of a 
new “Star Trek” TV episode. 
While “Kiingon” doesn’t fea¬ 
ture any of Starfleel’s finest, it 
was directed by Jonathan 
Frakes, Cmdr. William T. 
Riker on “The Next Genera¬ 
tion” and director of the next 
movie. 

While some programs lean 
more toward arcade-style 
action than others, they all 
share an understanding that it’s 
the characters and stories, not 
the. hardware and special 
effects, that Jic at the heart of 
“Star Trek's” success. 

Here’s a look at seven pro¬ 
grams on the shelves: 

(Prices are either manufac¬ 
turer's suggested retail price or 
estimates of street prices. A 1 J 
are available for Windows and 
Mac, except "Kiingon” and 



“Harbinger.” Versions of those 
games will be released this 
summer.) 

■ “KLINGON” (Simon & 
Schuster Interactive, $69.95): 
You assume the role of Pok. a 
young Kiingon whose father is 
murdered'during a party cele¬ 
brating your coming of age as a 
warrior. By allowing you to 
freeze the action to click on 
objects for voice-over explana¬ 
tions, this first-person drama of 
treachery and vengeance com¬ 
bines with the language lab CD 
and a “Power Kiingon" audio 
CD narrated by Michael Dorn 
(Worf) to provide a compelling 
journey into the nuances of 
Kiingon language and culture. 
As a treat. Gowron begins it all 
with a recitation from Shake¬ 
speare’s “Henry V" in the orig¬ 


inal Kiingon. 

■ “DEEP 
SPACE 
NINE: HAR¬ 
BINGER" 
(Viacom New 
Media, 

$59.95): The 
other new 

game on the 
market, and 
the first based 
at the remote 
space station, 
combines 3-D 
animation 
with the 

voices of most 
of the series' 
casr members. 
You are a fed¬ 
eration envoy 
who gets caught up in exactly 
the kind of tale the creepiest 
corners oF the decrepit station 
were made for: a murder mys¬ 
tery. Beware of the maze! 

■ “OMNIPEDTA” (Simon 
& Schuster Interactive. $55- 
$60): Though this computer¬ 
ized encyclopedia, complete 
with video clips and voice- 
recognition software, became 
outdated almost immediately 
after its release last year, a free 
update will be available next 
month to all registered owners. 
Episode guides for each series 
and online updates are also 
planned. 

■ "JUDGMENT RITES” 
(Interplay, $39.95): This sequel 
to “25th Anniversary,” featur¬ 
ing the voices of the original 
show’s cast, takes you through 


eight animated episodes. This 
“collector’s edition” packages 
the game with a second CD fea¬ 
turing interviews with Rodden- 
berry and Leonard Nimoy 
(Spock) and a video of the 
acclaimed episode “City on the 
Edge of Forever." 

■ ’THE NEXT GENERA¬ 
TION: A FINAL UNITY” 
(Spectrum Holobytc. $55-560): 
Once you get past the cheesy 
animation of the teaser, you’ll 
find the sights and sounds sur¬ 
prisingly realistic as you direct 
the whole “Next Generation” 
cast in a series of missions. On 
board the Enterprise, you’re the 
captain. When you leave the 
ship, you can choose to be any 
member of the away team. Ulti¬ 
mately. neither is as compelling 
as the first-person approach of 
“Harbinger" or “Kiingon," but 
the story, as CapL Jean-Luc 
Picard might say. is engaging. 

M ‘THE NEXT GENERA¬ 
TION INTERACTIVE TECH¬ 
NICAL MANUAL" (Simon & 
Schuster Interactive, $24.95): 
Take the guided tour narrated 
by Frakes if you like, but the 
real fun is exploring this 
deserted 360-degree photo¬ 
graphic representation of the 
Enterprise on your own. Transit 
mode is definitely a hoot. 

■ "25TH ANNIVERSARY" 
(Interplay, $29.95); It all began 
here with this collection of ani¬ 
mated episodes, released ini¬ 
tially on floppies with only 
music and later on CD wi/h 
voices of the crew. ■ 


By Kirs tin Downey 
Grimsley 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

LECHEROUS BOSSES ARE 
the stereotypical villains in 
popular perceptions of sexual 
harassment, but a new swdy of 
large US corporations finds that 
co-workers are the most fre¬ 
quent perpetrators in reported 
cases 

The study, conducted by the 
New York-based American 
Management Association for 
The Washington Post, found 
that of 1,366 sexual harassment 
complaints brought to the atten¬ 
tion of officials at a sampling 
of US companies, about half 
the cases involved the victims' 
peers or co-workers. In con¬ 
trast, only about 26 percent 
involved the victims' direct 
supervisors. 

“Companies are looking up 
and down when they should be 
looking horizontally,“ said Eric 
Rolfe Greenberg, director of 
research of the AMA, which 
represents the nation’s major 
employers. “It might not be the 
person above you or below you 
on the organizational chart, but 
the person next to you on the 
assembly line or in the next 
cubicle." 

Those findings did not sur¬ 
prise Mary Ellen Capek, execu¬ 
tive director of the National 
Council for Research on 
Women, who said co-worker 
harassment poses ta*ub/esome 
problems for companies 


because it is easier to intervene 
with a single supervisor Lhan to 
change the “culture of the 
organization” that allows co¬ 
worker harassment. 

But Ellen Bravo, national 
director of the organization 
9to5. which operates a sexual 
harassment telephone hot tine, 
said she believes the AMA 
numbers mask the reality that 
victims are more likely to 
report co-workers th 3 n super¬ 
visors because they fear losing 
their jobs if they speak up 
about the boss. "Of the people 
who call us. at lexst half, if not 
more, say it is their supervisor" 
causing the problem, Bravo 
said. 

The AMA survey found that 
sexual harassmeni situations 
are affecting a growing number 
of US companies. In November 
1991, following the Senate 
hearings into sexual harassment 
af/egations made by Anita Hill 
against then-Supreme Conn 
Justice nominee Clarence 
Thomas, about 52 rierec-nt of 
companies said they had expe¬ 
rienced at least one sexual 
harassment report. The new 
survey, completed last week, 
found that number has now 


grown to 73 percent of compa¬ 
nies responding. 

The AMA surveyed its l.74u 
members by fax last week, and 
got responses by fax from 45c- 
companies—a gtiod respunse 
rate for such a sensitive topie. 
About 30 percent of those 
responding are located in the 
Midwest and 26 percent are in 
the Northeast. About a quarter 
of them have less than $10 mil¬ 
lion a year in annual sales, and 
37 have more than $1 billion in 
annual sales. Most—or about 
45 percent—arc manufacturing 
companies. 

The survey revealed that, in 
the murky area of what legally 
constitutes sexual harassment. 
Lhe lop officials at the compa¬ 
nies surveyed are also unsure 
of exactly what it is. For exam¬ 
ple. although they overwhelm¬ 
ingly said that sexually explicit 
language, sexy pictures and sc\ 
in exchange for jobs or ?£.. •■ 
shills is se.Mial h.irassmc.t. 
they were .ilnmst evenly split m 
their opinions on the issues of 
"incidental body contact’' or 
“greetings involving hugging 
and kissing.” ■ 


Occasionally when the chips are 

down, they can be up 



By Carrie NeBe Moye 

Star US Correspondent 
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OCCASIONALLY FAIRY tales come true, 
even -in the world of high finance. This is the 
story of an unremarkable junk food which has a 
most remarkable anything-bui-jlink-food, crisp, 

Olyrapifflt ending. 

The Budweiser corporation, like all “official 
sponsors” of the 1996 Summer Olympics in At¬ 
lanta, paid 540 million to be listed among the 
elite. Tljus one of its products. Eagle potato 
drips, bad been granted the exclusive license to 
be given as free chips for the participants and to 
be sold by all venue concessions associated 

with the Gaines. 

Budweiser, hoping to make a mint and need¬ 
ing the capital for its more prominent product, 
placed its potato chip operation on the market. 
It was an unsuccessful ploy. Frito-Lay, a much 
larger name in the chip industry, needed the 
Buttoeiser/Eagle facilities to increase its pro¬ 
duction; Frito-Lay purchased the Eagle plants 
and Eagte, as a chip, began to die by attrition. 

Frito-Lay is owned by PepsiCo.. One can not 
say that' Atlanta-based Coca-Cola “owns” the 
1996 Su mmer Olympics, but suffice it to state 
that not only is the home-town drink more pow- 
ttfnl in Atlanta, but also it has been a sponsor 
of die Olympics for 68 years. There would be 
oo PepsiCo/Fri ro-Lay potato chips endorsed as 
"ofStiaT in Olympics held in Atlanta. 

ji was too late to begin a search for another 
chip company. 

Wad soon spread that potato chips served to 
participants m the Gaines and that drips sold by 


officially sanctioned vendors would be con¬ 
tained in brown bags. This was not rumor, 
this was true. 

Going back to 1986. The then US oil cri¬ 
sis resulted in thousands of workers in the 
industry, particularly in Texas, being given 
pink slips. One engineer so affected was 
Ron, a native of Louisiana. He returned to 
his home state, pondering what he would 
do with the rest of his life. During a conver¬ 
sation with his wife, she offered him a "ket¬ 
tle” potato chip. Ron tasted it and replied. 

“I can do better than this." He did. He ex¬ 
perimented until he produced a low-calorie 
chip which he named "Zapp’s." 

Flash forward to the ‘90s and meet Emi¬ 
ly. coincidentally a Louisiana native who 
has made her home in Atlanta since the late 
■70s. Emily is a self-trained marketing wiz¬ 
ard As she puts it, her husband always saw 
the doughnut; she saw the hole and won¬ 
dered how she could fill it. She heard of 
“Zapp’s", met Ron. and introduced the chip 
to the Georgia market. Though rapidly 
growing, it was still in its adolescent stage. 

" Then Emily heard the story of brown- 
bagging America’s favorite junk food at the 
Olympics and was mortified—not just as a 
marketer but as a patriotic American and a 
proud Atlantan. Emily telephoned the ap-. 
propriare persons (after an intricately 
ma 2 ed search) to verify. The official in charge 
admitted that not only was the brown-bagging 
true but that indeed she had just left a four-hour 
meeting spent lamenting the problem, finding 
no solution. Brown bag it would have to be, 
Emily responded, “We can do better than that. 



You can do better than that.” 

Emily then guaranteed she could supply all 
the potato chips that could be consumed by par¬ 
ticipants and attendees at the Games. Further¬ 
more, they would be in colorful bags (which 
previously had won several design awards); 


they were owned by an individual, nor a large 
corporate competitor, they were American- 
made. American-distributed; they were in nu¬ 
merous flavors. Lastly, and certainly of no little 
consequence in today's increasingly health¬ 
conscious world, they contain no cholesterol. 

Bingo! An answer to everyone’s prayers. 
Connoisseur potato chips will be given and sold 
at the Summer Olympics. A non-refundable S40 
million was paid by a corporation which could 
well afford die new-“gift" so the Games have 
Lheir money. An entrepreneur who never could 
have paid the sponsorship fee has his brain¬ 
child prominently displayed in a way no adver¬ 
tiser ever could have devised. An even more en¬ 
terprising entrepreneur has the solid self- 
satisfoction of knowing she brought it all togeth¬ 
er. 

interestingly. Emily, the businesswoman who 
ultimately played this paramount role responsi¬ 
ble for the story-book coup, admits she will re¬ 
alize “about $3,000.” More interestingly, this 
does not really bother Emily. She would like to 
get a larger slice of the money, certainly. But 
she is one of those rare persons who is secure 
enough psychologically to take her pleasure in 
knowing she was the key figure in accomplish¬ 
ing the un-doable. And perhaps that fact is even 
more impressive than the feat itself. 

Occasionally events occur which restore 
one’s faith in humankind. 

And then there are those who believe one 
should accept whatever pain life has to offer 
without seeking to make matters better. ■ 
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Princess Sumaya 
at British Week 


• Mr Ammar Kanaan. 

g ineral manager of Forte 
rand Amman greets HRH 
Princess Sumaya at the 
official opening of the 
“Absolutely British*’ Week 
at the hotel. In attendance 
was the. British Ambassador 
in Amman, Mr Peter 
HmchclifTe (right). 


Journey into Japanese 

art at RCC 


By Oroub AJ Abed 

Special to The Star 


N umerous cultural 
activities are taking 
place during the Japa¬ 
nese Week. They 
include the Japanese 
historical costume exhibition, 
Japanese dolls, calligraphy 
and the flower arrangement 
exhibition. They are all under 
one roof at the Royal Cultu¬ 
ral Center. 

The Ikebana section of 
flower arrangement is one of 
the most stunning Japanese 
traditional arts. Dating back 
to the 15th century, this 
refined art follows a fixed rit¬ 
ual; a triangle representing 
Heaven, Garth and Man. 
Emphasis is placed on linear 
perfection, color harmony, 
space and form. The basis of 
flower arrangement involves 
the mixture of different natu¬ 
ral colors of branches, com¬ 
bined with wet, dry. or faint¬ 
ing leaves. In a different 
rectangular and round-shaped 
pots, the numerous colors of 
white, green and pink make 
(he flowers stand out. But this 
is not all. The thorns with 
simple fine-scented flowers, 
fruits of orange and light 
brown mixed with exotrc- 
colored flowers, produced an 
arrangement that encompasses 
nature in all of its aspects, 
from the tail stately pine to 
the lowliest blade of grass. 


Ikebana 
today is no 
longer 
parochial 
with a pro¬ 
vincial 
identity. It 
has devel¬ 
oped as 

part of 

modem 
Japanese 
culture. 

There are 
more than 
3.000 Ike¬ 
bana 

schools in 
Japan 
today. 

In the historical costume 
section, traditional Kimonos 
from different periods were 
displayed. From the early 
19th century Meiji period, 
remarkable kimonos patterned 
with pines, plums, bamboos 
representing the nature of 
Japan glowed in the hail. Oth¬ 
ers reflected the landscape 
with its serenity and purity. 
The costumes during the late 
19th century Edo Period 
reflected the non- 
industriaJized rural life of 
Japan. Kimono costumes were 
embellished with gengi 
wheels, harvest time, grains 
and the landscape. Lions and 
dragons were also depicted. 
These were meant to show the 
beliefs, superstition and ideol¬ 
ogies of the time. 



Kimonos represented dif¬ 
ferent social strata. Some 
were made for Samurai girls, 
others for the nobles and spe¬ 
cial ones for the empress and 
emperor. The last costumes 
represented the Taisho Period 
of the 20th century. Kimonos 
are now distinguished by 
Thkama—a large skirt—and 
Uchiki—a long robe with 
wide sleeves. For women it is 
dyed in bright harmonious 
colors and for men it is all 
black. 

Dolls in Japanese art has 
also 'flamboyant characteris¬ 
tics that developed from 3000 
BC. The dolls are veiy strong 
in Japanese mythology. They 
convey the souls of their gods 
and are seen as having strong 
magic powers. 

Made out of wood, Kokeshi 


A1 Shawa paints with an 
expressionist touch 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to The Star 

A Landmark in the His¬ 
tory of Art in Jordan is 
an exhibition by the 
American-Arab artist NoeDe 
Shawa. On display were 99 
woiks in figurative expression 
that courageously present a 
style of an un-excavated area. 

Al Shawa presented works 
that artists in the Middle East, 
and specifically Jordan, did not 
approach. Although many art¬ 
ists concentrate on figures, she 
presents body studies and bare 
figures that challenge the limits 
put on artists in the Arab world. 

“There’s no specific reason 
why I do bodies, but maybe 
because I’m an expressionist," 
she told The Star. Al Shawa is 
very experimental with colors 
and her compositions always 
focus on the observing eye 
without straining it. “I use fig¬ 
ures because, through the 
movement of color. I suggest a 
certain notion. I also use them 
as the base for color and tex¬ 
ture. Maybe I use them as an 
excuse for anything I want to 
say." she added. 

Most of the figures have 
things in common. Yet, they all 
carry a different gesture or an 
expression. “A slight move¬ 
ment in the body makes a 
notion, and that alone creates a 


whole difference." Al Shawa 
has a good grounding in anat¬ 
omy and model drawing. Her 
■works display a sense of com¬ 
fort in handling the human 
body and expanding on it with 
exaggerated features at times 
and contrasting colors at the 
other. “It doesn't let you stop 
because there's nothing to limit 
you. not even the figure itself. 
Other things could be the same 
but the difference is that in real¬ 
ity. the bodies actually breathe 
and move, so every little shake 
has a 100 options for creativity 
and creation." 

Al Shawa concentrates on 
the composition, specifically 
with the body of the paint as 
well as the colors. In the oil on 
canvas works, the paintings 
would still stand the same if 
each was created all in one 
color. The very thick paint and 
the rough brush strokes, which 
accentuate the objects and add 
features, are a sign of the 
strength she has in dealing with 
her objects. She manages to 
balance composition, color and 
gesture without sacrificing one 
for the other. “I think a painting 
should be comfortable visually. 
To start with, when I work on a 
painting, it has to be comforta¬ 
ble, then I would go along. The 
composition is the base of the 
painting. And after I compose 
the elements, I compose the 



colors. I don’t believe that one 
could have a good color combi¬ 
nation without a solid base, 
however." 

From the works displayed, 
which were created over a 
three-year period since her last 
exhibition, one could see that 
Al Shawa went through varying 
phases quickly and 
energetically. 

A step after her earlier Fauve 
and Pointillist works, she is a 
neo-expressionist that can 
create her own styles one after 
the other. The works show that 
although the media changes, 
she comes back to the obvious 
favorite of oil on canvas. The 
inks are a school in their own 
way. Varying background/ 
foreground attention, different 
color arrangements and choice. 


and free moving objects and 
figures put the exhibition as a 
historical survey of what takes 
artists years to produce. 

The works are also aestheti¬ 
cally appealing and beautiful. 
"What I do is strictly me and 
that’s how I would like to see 
things. My paintings are very 
much like my surrounding of 
how 1 would like them to be.” 

A holder of BA of Fine Arts 
from Yarmouk University, she 
was keen on figures and por¬ 
traiture since her training years. 
This exhibition will be her last 
.in Jordan as she is leaving to 
the United Slates to continue 
her career as an artist. She had 
two solo . exhibitions which 
were no less successful..and six 
group exhibitions. The exhibit 
is on till June 30. ■ 


Jerash starts with a bang 


J ordan's most important cultural 
event, the Jerash Festival is taking 
place from 17 July fill 3 August. 
As usual, many events are' held in the 
three-week period. 

Mr Akram Masarweh, director gen¬ 
eral of the festival, said the venue this 
year is a remarkable event witnessing 
many activities that range from local and 
international folklore to exhibitions and 
poetry evenings. 

“Ever since it started, the festival's role 
has been to promote culture and art and 
link between the cultures of-The Arab 
world." The festival has an international 
message of culture. Culture is the catch- 
wonS in today’s world. 

Many artistic groups will be performing 
on seven historic theaters in Jerash. Such 
shows include ballet, opera, piano redials, 
theatrical performances like Julia and 
Domna, directed by Sharif Al Khazen- 
dar from the Institute of World Cultures 
in France. "Such highly refined art con¬ 
tributed much to shape the cultural tastes 
of Jordanians and motivated them to think 
jnore about creating their own groups.” 


said Masarweh. 

Traditional singers include Al Qudud 
al Halabia from Aleppo, Al Maqam from 
Iraq, and Sufi singing. "We need to intro¬ 
duce. such traditional types of singing so 
that the new generations can benefit in 
refining their tastes," he said. 

The Jerash Festival of Arts and Culture 
always seeks to benefit from other world 
festivals' experiences. It was twined with 
the Carthage Festival in Tunisia and the 
Institute of World Cultures in Paris. "We 
are planning to have the same agreement 
with the Institute of the Arabic World in 
Paris” said Masarweh. 

He explained the policy of the festival 
in recruiting partiripating groups. He said 
that we try to balance the kind of artistic 
groups we meet. There are still a great 
number of countries whose exotic art can 
be displayed in Jerash in the coming 
years. “We still have in mind a lot of 
groups who can be invited to Jerash from 
Africa, Latin America and the Far East." 
he added. 

“The festival is for Jordanians all over 
thp country, 1 * said Masarweh. To achieve 


this 
motto 
some 
activities 
will take 
place at 
the cita¬ 
del of 
Kerak, 

Ajlun 
and 

Amman 
and 
Riwaq 
Al Balqa 

EL . AI Masarweh 
Fuheis. 

Poetry 

sessions will be held in cooperation with 
Abd Af Hamid Shoman foundation Fn 
Amman. At (he top of the list for this year 
are many Arab artists. The Lebanese artist 
Majda AI Room! will kick off the festi¬ 
val. Next will be the Syrian Sabah 
FakhrL This will be followed by Musta- 
pba Qamar from Egypt. ■ 
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Air France meets in 
Taybet Zaman 


are oblong-shaped dolls with 
large heads. Colored and 
ornamented, those are consid¬ 
ered as the traditional handi¬ 
craft of the Tohoku region. 
Gosho Ningyo are the dolls 
made in the Imperial CourL 
They can be recognized by 
their magnificent handiwork 
and the shell over their back. 
Nobel dolls were also on the 
stand at a background of a 
traditional Japanese folding 
door with a painting of the 
sky and the dark black. 

On show there is also 
Sumo, the drum holder 
‘Kurodo-bushi’, the Fighter of 
old ages, the nobel girl with 
the traditional piles on her 
kimono, and the Temple 
“Dojoji Temple”. 

In Japan, as in other coun¬ 
tries in that part of the world, 
calligraphy is a long tradition 
first instituted by the Chinese. 
It has become an embedded 
tradition that is now part of 
culture. 

It's a special way of writ¬ 
ing with special Chinese ink. 
The ink' comes also from an 
oriental culture, that is made 
of soot from burnt wood or 
oil mixed with fishbone. Con¬ 
templating the long-hanged 
pieces of poetry might inspire 
wisdom. In a poem. L ao-ise 
says: 

Man follows land, 

Land follows sky. 

Sky follows way. 

Way follows nature. ■ 



ArR FRANCE held its regional conference for the Middle East 
between 4-6 June in Taybet Zaman/Petra. This meeting was 
presided by Mr Jean-Pierre Hoss, general director For Africa 
and the Middle East. More than 52 participants from Egypt, 
Lebanon, Syria. Jordan. Sudan and Iraq attended the 
conference. 

The implementation of the hub ‘96 al Roissy Charles De 
Gaulle Airport was on the agenda, 348 connections were 
created and 64 improved along with the improvement of the 
quality of service on board Air France flights and the new 
products that will be on Africa and Middle East lines soon. ■ 


Farewell reception 
for Czech envoy 


MRS HIND Sfaerif Nasser, 
chairperson of the National 
Music Conservatory’s (NMQ 
Committee, held a farewell 
reception on Friday night at 
Artisana (Jordan Arts and 
Crafts Centre) in honor of Mr 
Karel Rlsinger, Charge’ de 
Affairs of the Embassy of the 
Czech Republic in Jordan. 

During his service, Mr Risinger 
rendered a series of exceptional 
music and cultural activities 
featuring Czech musicians and 
performing groups and artists. 

These activities were held as , , 

part of the cooperation between** onerijNasser 
the National Music Conservatory and the Czech Embassy. 

The reception was attended by Minister of Education, Dr 
Mimtber AI Masri, and representatives of various Arab and 
foreign embassies and cultural centers in Jordan. 

Artisana is a center for antiquities and exquisite gifts that 
project the authenticity of Jordanian handicrafts. ■ 


Estee Lauder products 
streamline skin in days! 

IF YOU'VE ever heard women talk about shopping for baching 
suits, you know it's the rare creature who is confident about her hips 
and thighs. The constant stream of diet and exercise articles is a 
proof that this notoriously hanJ-to-streamlinc area is of universal 
concern. Unfortunately, diet and exercise can only do so much to 
eliminate those stubborn pockets of fat in the hips and thighs. Jt has 
often seemed impossible to change what is often a genetic predispo¬ 
sition to the familiar dimpled, “orange peer’ condition known as 
cellulite. 

Up until now. conventional thinking has led us to believe that cel- 
julite is a fat problem. But building on their extraordinary research 
into the nature and behavior of the skin, Estee Lauder's research sci¬ 
entists have concluded that, in fact, cellulite is a skin problem. From 
this new understanding emerges the key to reducing the appearance 
of cellulite -and preventing it from developing in the first place: 
Estee Lauder's Thigh Zone Body Streamlining Complex. Moreover, 
this sophisticated formula with exclusive Enzyme Technology and 
Multi-Fruit Acids is effective without massage, alcohol or caffeine. 
The luxurious, concentrated lotion works to: 

■ Smooth and resurface skin texture with Multi-Fruit Acids 

■ Help diminish the appearance of dimpled, “orange peel" skin 

■ Encourage and help maintain a firmer, slimmer, streamlined 
appearance. 

■ Help prevent the future appearance of cellulite. 


OVERHEARD AT TURINO.. 


The Turino Restaurant New Menu??? 

The feature editor of this column has learned that Turino 
has overhauled 1(5 menu to what It calls the Great New Menu 
ofTurino? 

It b simply a menu set out in a new style by adding a few 
Oriental dishes, new flavours and -;*tSM splashes of 
gastronomy flair. The menu is called'‘great’ because of its 
“Pscted production in style and colour of material that will 
probgqiglmake it one of the most unusual menu.formats. 

The food js far more important and the stress Turino puts 

mioflfv or InimAanfr L- _■__. f 


rnr npim n it 


GASTRONOMY. 


NT IS BOOD, FUN AND 


OF 6TH CIRCLE. 


As a reader of this column of “The Sm/^fequest a hotrhdbr 

definitely gel away with_it^j)pimatter how small your meal!! 

Restadrant has now become famous for it’s 
Staling Fide l and Ex otic Sauces . THE NEW ADDITION 
IS i riE S AUT E ED CHICKEN ON tbv .mk tw pSS 
SERVED WITH ORIENTAL RICE AND FRESHBERBS^ 

im^O gna^tctt thab th^’chef uses the highest quality 
ingredients absolutely lor all menu Items. * 

■£JSEEE£ nt P?*? . f to ,- mentiM here is. the all-inclusive 
anceftfor-bar guests this Summer. 


All include taxes and service 

3 0311 ’Si"® 1 [°ft.^L ali0 !L 0 .? 863944 extn 31. You might 

even get tree transport if you are a large 

■^ r y It really is worth it 
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Graffiti In tied 





Punk accountants 




^_ C Let's op to ourhddet\\ 

'camera urd Sec how GoroKJ 

l Is Joiny. - R&ecrtber, in' 
ranter 56 win. hehtslo fi/Ar 
.his way into ' the house. — S 
y difficult fbr any monster, \ 
( but GandC is dlso dressed ' 
[as an insurance Salesman 1 .) 
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^Ifter apartheid, virtual reality looks good to South Africans 
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Grass appears greener on the Internet 


Fiona Leney 

whitish-blue glow emanates 
from the window of a small, tin- 
rooled building in the Nelson Man¬ 
dela township, near Port Alfred. In¬ 
side, a group of teen-agers huddle 
around a screen. They may be in 


f>;„. A ■- • i-. 


■ ’• Africa, but their minds are surfing 

, /M Internet, calling in on the Rmwn%v . 

{■ -.yJJ jKends they have made over- —- - 

isn't 3 fictional JUMS 



in hell 


■scene; the township really 
•^Ijjfees-have its own Internet link, cour- 
■a,-_ iesy of Rhodes University in Graham- 
^ jgipiwii,' which donated a computer and 
up the internet link to encourage 
7J under-privileged back- 

NBOUoicis to learn more about the out¬ 
bade world. 

“" ' is a situation typical of the new 
Africa, caught astride the deptlis 
eless African poverty and the 
tbrilKance of 21st century First 
technology. In Cape Town, a 
sits enclosed in a glass cubicle, cut 
the world but for his Internet 
link. Richard Wideman wants badly to 
gave his’point—the immense poten¬ 
tial for low-cost communications that 
Ithe Internet can offer Africa—and also 


raise money to bring computers and 
die Internet into South African 
schools. 

“The whole thing started when I 
was watching die movie, The Shmu- 
shank Redemption. I was struck by the 
thought that someone who was thrown 
into solitary confinement who had an 
, Internet connection could 

be more in Louch with what 
was going on around the 
planet that anyone who had 
their liberty,” lie said, via an 
e-mail interview. “I suddenly realized 
this would be an ideal way to explain 
this ‘new’ communications technology 
to the world.” 

Wideman was locked up for 88 
days, his only contact with society via 
the Internet connection or a glass ob¬ 
servation door, through wliich curious 
visitors could peep. His experience 
turned his thoughts to existential phi¬ 
losophy—not something the layman 
would immediately' associate with the 
Internet. “I started to suspect that life 
is a sophisticated virtual reality, widi a 
really neat simulated environment and 
a super set of sensual personal inter¬ 
faces. I converse more easily with a per¬ 
son in Sweden than with a person walk¬ 


ing below my window,” he observed. 

Wideman may be an extreme case, 
but South Africa, dtough a latecomer 
to the joys of the World-Wide VVeb, is 
embracing it widi die enthusiasm of the 
newly converted. It is already the lSdi 
most-wired country in the world; e- 
mail addresses and Web sites are com¬ 
monplace. 

To drown in an ocean of'iiifoiTna- 
tion, to roam the world (even if only in¬ 
tellectually) uninonitorcd and uncen- 


sored is still a novel joy for South 
Africans, accustomed to decades of 
strict state control over “‘subversive*' 
material under die old apartheid 
regime. 

Dating services, like elsewhere in 
the world, are a big hit. South African 
men, notoriously sexist and with die 
amorous subdety of rhinos, according 
to dieir female victims, are, it seems, 
still shy violets at heart. And in a coun¬ 
try where spaces really are big enough 



The internet’s fascination is universal 



yberspace taxes 
ia’s leaders 


infants 
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Amitabha Chourdhury 

s relationship between the 
people of Southeast Asia and in¬ 
formation teclmology is accelerat- 
ing'with blazing speed. In some 
parts of die region, the leadership 
clearly hopes to keep this rela- 
jponship platonic, but cyberhumans, it 
will not be held down. 
Observers agree that the cyberso- 
idety in the region still consists Iarge- 
Ifypf e-mail users and computer buffs. 
lAlso, a stigma of elitism has attached 
{itself to the technology. Its users are 
toe English-speaking populace of 
Asia, and it remains a tool for this 
privileged minority. Because of this 
•- '*" 4> apper^class clientele, the manifesta¬ 

lons of cyberhuraanity in Asia tend 
to befiurly tame—they keep the sys- 
^ra free from hacks abusing it as a 
tool for crime or pornography. 

The major exception to the gener- 
d pattern is China, where the gov- 
riument’sambivalence is reflected in 
hvo sharply, contrasting policies. It 
t^Ariyiecognizes how the new tech¬ 
nology can be used for economic and 
.^n^c^growth, and therefore gives 
Ja&demia wide access to the Internet, 
the same time regulations careful- 
itfoTits use by individuals and 
ts abroad. Users are required 
e a license, thereby subjecting 
frfteniest subscribers to an intim- 
g police process. 

s as a reaction to 
confining moves, China 
to see the sprouting 
.irOnline companies, 

^f whirTi offer the services and 
[that have prompted observers 
to run up warning flags 
^6yberhumans.” One of the 
ularis a newcomer called 
et. Run by an enterprising 
r fthe extra-smart Net serves 
000 subscribers widi a wide 
gcofadvisory services, often of the 
kedihg-heart style, and talking 
ej>out failed marriages and tips about 
¥ w to handle the first night out on a 
^ ^^ro-style date, 
im* ^ CK*’ jjff Ironically, China is about to as- 
M** 1 Qgp&j'Sf control of the society which 
** ?0 J uflf J prides die greatest scope for cross- 
JfS ^ tog^the line between humans and cy- 



on 


Drugs that 
allow people 
to reinvent 
their personal¬ 
ities are gener¬ 
ally regulated, 

banned or criminalized. Will this be the fate of cyberspace, 
whose users cherish its scope for fashioning new realities as 
they “surf” back and forth across the blurry line between tech¬ 
nology and humanity 
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‘rsp'ace.. One estimate puts Hong 


Kong's 1994-95 growth of Internet 
subscribers at over 1,000 percent, 
leaping from 15,000 at the end of 
1994 to 150,000 in the third quarter 
of 1995. At the same time its gover¬ 
nance has also been kept at a nominal 
level, giving journalists some 
grounds for describing Hong Kong’s 
Internet growth as “anarchic.” As a 
result of this policy, Hong Kong has 
the largest number of Internet 
providers and lowest subscription 
rales in the region. 

At the other end of the non- 
communist spectrum, Singa¬ 
pore is regarded as the strictest 
gate keeper of the growing cy- 
bercommunity. In the middle, 
it is not hard to explain why Kuala 
Lumpur is turning out a record-shat¬ 
tering monthly growth rate of 22 per¬ 
cent, in spite of an inhibiting govern¬ 
ment policy muddle about, which 
department will supervise this growth. 

The Philippines, on the other 
hand, has a free-for-all approach sim¬ 
ilar to Hong Kong and, according to 
the latest count, boasts as many as 28 
providers (in Hong Kong the number 
runs to over 200). Even so, the num¬ 
ber of subscribers in the Philippines 
has grown at a fur slower rate than 
Malaysia, largely because of its trou¬ 
bled telephone system. 

Singapore’s policy towards die In¬ 
ternet has been skeptical at best. The 


international gateway is entirely under 
government control, and the number 
of service providers has been limited 
to three. The price of this service, 
ranging between US$19.60 and 
$21.30 for an average of 16 hours a 
month, is also higher than die rate in 
Hong Kong. 

But the real dampening factor in 
Singapore, analysts say, is die govern¬ 
ment’s publicly expressed attitude of 
suspicion towards the tool and the 
threat a growing cybersociecy may pose 
to Singapore’s patriarchal regime.The 
system’s unfettered global information 
flow is somediing dial flies right in the 
face of Lee Kuan Yew's authoritarian 
national culture. 

lit line with the state’s well-de¬ 
fined political philosophy, therefore, 
the current Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong has tried both in his own 
country and at a recent meeting of 
ASEAN (Association of Souih East 
Asian Nations) ministers to stonewall 
the libertarianism that a cyberculture 
makes inevitable. Barring Vietnam, 
however, all other members of the 
powerful conclave remain cool to 
Singapore's advocacy. 

In addition to the controls it al¬ 
ready applies as the exclusive inter¬ 
national gate-keeper, Singapore is 
getting legislation to “filter and block 
the transmission” of anything it 
deems unfit for its citizens to view or 


10 broadcast abroad. It's doubtful 
even the next door neighbor, 
Malaysia, will follow diis authoritar¬ 
ian lead. 

Bala Pillai,a respected commenta¬ 
tor on Asia’s Internet scene, has an 
interesting anecdote to tell about the 
recent Internet World Asia meeting 
in Kuala Lumpur. When a question 
was raised at the conference about 
Singapore’s attempt to supervise the 
Internet flow,a US-based panelist re¬ 
sponded by gesturing with a clasped 
hand that “‘censoring the Net is like 
trying to catch smoke in vour hands,” 
reports Bala. But obviously neither 
Singapore nor China is prepared to 
concede the supremacy of the Net 
technology without offering a rea¬ 
sonable fight. 

Ironically though—and perhaps to 
prove the point made at die Kuala 
Lumpur conference—the first “under¬ 
ground” newspaper diat has surfaced 
on .Asia’s Web originates from Suhar¬ 
to’s tightly controlled island nation of 
Indonesia. Former journalists of die 
banned weekly Tempo have launched a 
product on the Internet, called Tempo 
Interactive. It attempts to provide in Cy¬ 
bernet what die government banned 
them from printing.® 


to keep even ardent lovers apart, “vir¬ 
tual romances” are becoming more and 
more commonplace. 

But where does the gritty reality of 
Krugcrsdorp end and the wild ro¬ 
mance of floating in cyberspace take 
over? In a country like South Africa, 
die gap between die everyday econom¬ 
ic reality of millions and die lugh-tech 
life of a few makes the very’ act of being 
able to tap into die Internet surreal. 

Gavin Palser. who runs an Internet 
cafe in Pretoria, says that lie has seen 
customers begin ro live their lives on 
die Net. “It fulfills a social role, from 
students to fill-year-olds. When people 
see what the Net can do. they’ get 
hooked,” he says. 

At the technological level, howev¬ 
er. users are still unsophisticated. Per¬ 
haps it's just as well. South African 
surfers are still ignorant of the plea¬ 
sures and dangers of “bots,” the 
fiendishly cunning programs devised 
to carry out tasks on die Internet for 
their creators. 

Instead, a common theme running 
through the many Internet columns in 
newspapers (interesting dial we still 
turn to the good old written page to 
converse about die electronic supers 
highway) is how disappointing the In¬ 
ternet can be. Complaints about poor, 
connections, wading through endless 
junk on die Net, and incomprehensi¬ 
ble downloading instructions give 
some idea of die high expectations 
raised—and dashed—by die Net over 
here. 

Service proriders have to take some 
responsibility. A call to the allegedly 
most user-friendly of the big players 
elicited an enduisiastic half-hour 
monologue of gobbledvgook about all 
the fantastic things I would be able to 
do once hooked up to the Net. 

Perhaps the market hasn’t yet 
reached the level of sophistication 
where really advanced technology 
meets really simple explanations for 
die techno-inept majority. One service 
dial does appeal immediately and uni¬ 
versally is the potential for using the 
Internet as a cheap international 
phone line. Facilities already exist in 
South Africa to dial-up a local number 
and somehow get a message to some¬ 
body thousand of kilometers away— 
as long as they, too, are on the Net, of 
course. 

The idea is catcliing on. Even 
Telecommunications Minister Pallo Jor¬ 
dan held an e-mail chat-in a few months 
ago. aldiough the silent, risionless link 
made it easy lor him to ignore the ques¬ 



tions he did not fancy’ answering. 

Because it is almost impossible to 
detect whedier voice or data is being 
sent down the lines, a few computer 
b uff s here are already’ cheating the state 
phone company, Telekom, out of thou¬ 
sands of dollars. 

As it stands, Telekom’s prices and 
attitude to customer service ranks it 
somewhere above the tax man on the 
nation’s most-hated index. It would 
somehow be fitting if the terrifying face 
of cyberspace were to become South 
Africa's favorite link to the outside 
world.® 


Fiona Leney writes for the South 
African daily financial newspaper 
Business Report. 


Amitabha Chowohury is The 
WorldPaper’s associate editor for 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIA. 


It’s a hot new world 

Losing your job to a computer is one of the occupational hazards of 
the late 20th century. The solution? Become computer literate, so 
that you can earn a paycheck operating this labor-saving Informa¬ 
tion technology. But this strategy has a drawback; it doesn't take 
into account bats. 

Bots? 

Computer programs designed to operate autonomously in cy¬ 
berspace, bots roam the Internet perf or ming a host of more-or-less 
useful tasks. Properly progr amm ed, a bat can spend 24 hours a 
day searching for specific documents, cleaning out data bases or 
keeping watch on electronically transmitted commodity prices. This 
ability to do repetitive info-work may spell another round of layoff 
notices for a group that, in the US at least, has felt relatively insu¬ 
lated from the economic pressures spawned by the global econo¬ 
my. 

Bots also present another challenge to those who earn their liv¬ 
ing working the online webs and nets—they often have the power 
of speech. Known as “chatterbots," they are progr amm ed to re¬ 
spond to certain keywords. The more sophisticated can buffd up vo¬ 
cabularies and speech patterns based on past conversations. In 
time, human operators will have to interact with bots in order to efi- 
rect (or divert) them. 

Telling bot from human Is getting increasingly (fifficutt. Sherry 
Turkic, author of Life on the Screen: identify in tte Age of the inter¬ 
net, recalls that she has assumed “that a person was a program 
when a character's responses seemed too automatic, too m a chb ie- 
like." Adds Turkic; “ And sometimes bots are mistaken for people. 
I have made this mistake too, fooled by a bot that f la tt e red me by 
recalling my name or our last Interaction.'’ 

if bots don’t complicate your job fay doing it faster or blurring die 
fine between human and pro g r a m, they , may do it by wrecking the 
electronic environment you work ft. Bots that “WIP other bots, bots 
that replicate endlessly, bots that keep sending messages to a sin¬ 
gle electronic maHbox—eU exist in cyberspace. 

—Cameron Brandt 
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CYBERHUMANITY 


Hype or hate colors debate on cyberhumanity 


Computers change from 


servants to partners 



By Sherry Turkle 

W hen I wrote The Second Self 10 
years ago, most people’s interac¬ 
tions with computer technology 
were one-on-one, the person with 
die machine. In that context, I 
found that the computer was a pow¬ 
erfully evocative object, an object that pro¬ 
voked thought and, in particular, self-re¬ 



flection. By late 1980s, as I continued to 
study the computer culture, I became aware 
of two significant changes in the relation¬ 
ships between people and computers. They 
motivated me to write Life on the Screen. 

First, the models that the computer of¬ 
fered for thinking about the h uman mind 
were rapidly shifting. In the 1970s 
and early 19S0s, these models of¬ 
fered up by the computer bad been 
mechanistic. The professor in my 
first computer science course in 
1976 described the computer as a “giant 
calculator,'” a machine which you could 
know by “opening the hood and looking in- 


VIEWPOINT 

FROM 


with epistemology and more to do with 
communication. 

Increasingly, it was computers that were 
mediating people’s interactions with each 
other. On the Internet, some people sensed 
a freedom to experiment, to engage in what 
I came to think of as identity play. They 
could play out aspects of self that 
they found hard to express in their 
everyday lives, they could explore 
new interests, new kinds of friends 
in o nlin e environments that felt safe. 


side.” Yet within 10 years, the computer cul¬ 
ture offered a radically different set of im¬ 
ages of what constituted “knowing” one’s 
computer. 

With the introduction of the Macintosh 
interface in 19S4, the way people were told 
to get to know a computer was through nav¬ 
igation, experimentation and playing with 
it. It was the knowledge of the tinkerer. And 
the model of mind that followed from mod¬ 
eling mind on computer is associative, al¬ 
most biological in its emphasis on “emer¬ 
gence.” 

To me, something quite fascinating had 
happened. For nearly a half century, the 
computer’s image was that of a machine 
which encouraged a “mechanistic'” style of 
though L Now the opposite was the case. 

The second set of changes that inspired 
me to write Life on the Screen had less to do 


Can people be trusted to reinvent themselves? 




roam 



screen 


By Stefano Rodota 

ii ■ DENTITy” can be a disquieting 
word. It recalls conflicts that, for die 
sake of ethnic identity, occur with 
atrocious violence from Bosnia to 
Liberia. On the Individual level, it 
evokes images of doubt and loneli¬ 
ness—“an invisible empty space, within 
which reality exists,’' as the great Austri¬ 
an novelist Robert Musil described it. 
But which reality? One made up 
by simply entering existing data, 
or a work in constant and variable 
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progress? 


The scientific and technical 
revolutions of this century’s end suggest 
diverse answers to these questions. If we 
are prisoners of genetics, there is a 
strong temptation to define identity as 
sometliing fixed by the DNA we inher¬ 
it from our ancestors. On the other 
hand, if we are free to move in the world 
of information and communication 
technology, if we navigate the Internet, 
identity reveals itself as the outcome of 
unceasing experimentation and delib¬ 
erate change. 

But what forces drive this change? 
In her latest book, Life on the Screen: 
Identity in the Age of the Internet^ Mass¬ 
achusetts Institute of Technology pro¬ 
fessor Sherry Turkle outlines with crys¬ 
tal clarity the paths taken by individuals 
and groups, suggesting some answers 
to this difficult question. 

• First, identity’s essential reference 
points are changing, because we find 
“real life” being substituted by “virtual 
life,” and for a growing number of people 
Virtual life is becoming the real thing. Sec¬ 
ondly, there is also a mutation in the 
gleaning of reality. No longer is it “exter- 
naL”Nowit can be the product of the cen¬ 
tral character; “The self is constructed 
and the rules of the social interaction are 
$uilt, not received,'’ Turkle notes. 

; The context in which an increasing 
dumber of individuals build identity 
^unute-by-minute is changing radically. 
Their way is shown by computers, their 


horizon is traced by the network. Only 
yesterday we were saying that the medi¬ 
um is the message; should we now say 
that machine is the identity, that identi¬ 
ty tends to be dislocated as a whole in 
the technological apparatus? 

The “self” now corresponds to the 
multiple windows open on the comput¬ 
er screen; “Windows have become a 
powerful metaphor for thinking about the 
self as a multiple, distributed sys¬ 
tem,” observes Turkle. In this 
way computers and networks 
push to new extremes the identi¬ 
ty crisis that psychology has ex¬ 


plored, mapped and defined. Turkle 
highlights die feet that the new 
metaphors of multiplicity and flexibility 
can now be applied “not only to human 
mental and physical spheres, but also to 
the bodies of corporations, governments, 
and businesses” Any kind of age, sex and 
employment barrier can be broken. 


Variability takes 
over stability. And 
this can be taken to 
the point of assum¬ 
ing someone else’s 
identity: I am the 
other person. In this 
way, while navigat¬ 
ing the Internet any¬ 
one can meet his or 
her “double.” Thus, 
identity becomes de¬ 
tached from its 
“owner” free to lead 




ofidentity implies recognition that every¬ 
one is unique, and consequent!)' rejects 
social stigmatization based on a failure to 
conform to the characteristics of a hypo¬ 
thetical majority. 

But a solid identity also works as a 
way of recognizing people with our 
own common identity traits. If we ex¬ 
clusively stress diversity, this chance of 
finding common ground is lost, and the 
likely outcome of interaction is fric¬ 
tion—if not violent uproars. Identity 
becomes therefore the limit of some-, 
body’s distance. Which raises another 
question: Is it possible to reconcile ei¬ 
ther diverseness with identity or soli¬ 
darity with identity? 

Tracking the answer to this question, 
we can go back to the dynamics outlined 
in Life on the Screen. The risks of isola¬ 
tion, deriving from an exclusive relation¬ 
ship with computers, are well known. 
Computers restrict or exclude other 
forms of interper- 


The more 1 heard other people talk 
about Internet addiction, the more I felt that 
this was the wrong metaphor. Addiction is 
always negative. You don’t look back 
fondly on your years ofheroin addiction 
and reflect on how you “grew.” But peo¬ 
ple are able to go through long periods 
of finding the Internet quite compelling 
and use the experiences they have with it 
to work through significant real-life issues. 
Of course, this is not universally the case, 
but my studies of Internet use turned up 
many very intriguing cases. 

So, while it may look for a while, as 
though a given individual is addicted as they 
spend increasing amounts of time pursuing 
online relationships, in the end they may be 
learning things about themselves that they 
will put to use in their offline relationships. 
For many people, life on the screen repre¬ 
sents a kind of “moratorium,” an always- 
available vacation that can be highly pro¬ 
ductive in psychological terras. 

In general, a great deal of 
our talk about technology 
such as computers, the In¬ 
ternet, die Web, is either of 
the “hype or hate” variety. 
Either computers are the 
best thing ever, a solution to 
. many social ills or they are 
alien and intrusive blasts 
with db-e effects on the indi¬ 
vidual and the social fabric. 
Both the hype and hate posi¬ 
tions are technologically de¬ 
terministic. They put too 
much emphasis on what the 
technology can do, both for 
good or bad. I wrote Life on 



the Screen to make the point that different 
people bring technology into their lives in 
very different ways. The computer is a Ror- 
shach, a mirror of our differences. It is up 
to us to make it work for us. 

In some ways, we may be at the end of the 
Freudian century. Freud after alt, was a child 


issues of multipEdty, complexity, and am¬ 
bivalence, has never been greater as we 
struggle to make meaning from our lives on 
the screen. — 

It is fashionable to think that we have 
passed from a psychoanalytic culture to a 
computer culture—that we no longer need 


of-tbe 19th century; of course, fcgwas car- to think in terms ofFreudian slips but rather 
rying the baggage of a very different scien- "" of information processing errors. Bui the re- 
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tific sensibility than our own. But from my 
point ofview as an anthropologist of cyber¬ 
space, those who make the most of their 
lives on the Internet, their lives on the 
screen, are those who can deeply reflect on 
the aspects of self that are revealed there. 
Our need for a practical philosophy' of self- 
knowledge, one that does not shy away from 


ality is more complex. It would be timely to 
rethink our relationship to the computer 
culture and psychoanalytic culture as a 
proudly held joint citizenship.® 


OK 


Sherry Turkle is a professor of the 
SOCIOLOGY OF SCIENCE AT THE MASSACHU¬ 
SETTS Institute of Technology. 


While navigating the Internet 
anyone can meet their “dou¬ 
ble.” lus, identity becomes 
detaehed from its "owner,” 
free to lead a nomadic 
existence on the Net 
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a nomadic existence on the Net. 

But is this an enrichment of the per¬ 
sonality? Or is it a dangerous way of 
playing with it? And what are the con¬ 
sequences of accepting this “culture of 
sirauiatioo,”ofaccomplishing this cre¬ 
ation of tiie virtual reality universe? 

Turkle has analyzed the'proteinic 
character ofidentity, its thousand faces 
which make it far distant from the 
Greek philosopher Parmenides’s “well 
rounded identity” which he conceived 
as a solid and unassailable sphere. , 
Turkle stresses the flexible character of 
the self, its capacity for including dif¬ 
ferent and even contradictory dimen¬ 
sions, its ability to arrange a transition¬ 
al space such as a computer screen. 

A continuously enriched and multi¬ 
faceted identity can be hardly reduced to 
simple, limited parameters. This means 
that it should become more difficult, and 
less acceptable, to discriminate based on 
standard criteria or automated profiles. 
The discovery of this different dimension 


sonal relations, en¬ 
closing the individ¬ 
ual in its virtual 
world. Ye t the virtu¬ 
al dimension can 
also—by allowing 
relatively risk-free 
exploration—be a 
starting point for a 
richer return to a 
previously rejected 
reality. This allows 
the construction of 
new communities, able to generate social 
bonds that are otherwise lost or impossi¬ 
ble. Most of all, virtuality is now an aspect 
of reality to be reckoned with. 

This more complex reality is pene¬ 
trating all levels of modern society. 
There are people who look at it as a 
natural sphere of liberty, a dimension 
in which democracy can bloom anew. 
But there are others who recognize that 
life on the screen can lead to a thorough 
control of citizens, that its contribution 
to pohtic5 by the end of the century- 
may be new forms of populism. 

Turtle’s study deserves credit for 
highlighting the links between the per¬ 
sonal and common dimensions of cyber¬ 
space, showing the difficult new paths 
our political community must travel© 


Stefano Rodota, a professor of 
law at the University of Rome, is • 
a member of the European Union’s 
Legal Advisory Board on the 
Information Society. 
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Win up to $26,000,000.00 in Canadian Lotto 6/49 


That’s right...you can win millions playing Lotto 6/49 - Canada’s most popular Government lottery. In fact, Lotto 6/49 pays out 
nearly one bflfon dollars in ALL CASH PRIZES each year! And.ifs all free of Canadian taxes. There are two draws each week 
for a grand prize guaranteed to be not less than $1,500,000.00 with many millions more in secondary prizes. Grand prizes run 
into the millions and have been as high as $26,410,706.00. Imagine what you could do with that much cash! This is your 
opportunity to find out because now you can play the lottery that’s making so many millionaires In Canada. 

What is Lotto 6/497 gives you another chance at the grand prize 

for every draw in which you are entered. You’ll 
receive a “Confirmation of Entry" by return mail 
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Lotto 6/49 is the official Canadian version of 
Lotto - the world's most popular form of lottery. 
If s called "GMST because you select any 6 of 
49 possible numbers from 1 to 49. Your num¬ 
bers are entered in the Lotto 6/49 computer 
system and if they match the six winning num¬ 
bers chosen rn the draw-you win the grand 
prize. Or If you have only 3,4 or 5 numbers 
correct you win one of thousands of sec¬ 
ondary prizes available. 

How can 1 play? 

Complete the attached entry form and send it 
to Canadian Overseas Marxetina along with 
the necessary payment We will enter your 
numbers for the specified length of your 
Subscription. You may select from 1 to 6 
I or 62 


boards for 10,26 or 52 weeks. Each board 


numbers you have selected, as well as you* 
(rites of play; 

Bow do 1 know when I win? 

You will be notified irnmectiate when you. 
win a prize of $1,000.00 or more. Also, a com¬ 
plete Bst of al winning numbers wiR be sent to 
you after every tenth draw so you can check 
along the way to see how yot/re doing. At the 
emi ration of your Subscription you ww be sent 
a Final Statement of your winnings. All prize 
money wiR be converted to your preferred cur- 
rencyand confidentially forwarded to you any¬ 
where in the world. 

So mailyour order today - the next big 
winner could be you. 


PRIZES ffihSE PRIZE VALUE* 

1ST PRIZE 

6 OUT OF 8 REG. NUMBERS 

1 

£19,000,000.00 

SOUTOf^PUJSBONUS 

24 

5123422=70 

3RD PRIZE 

5 OUT OF 6 

1,090 

$2249.50 

ETHPRBE 
-4 OUT OF S 

61,064 

$74.10 

SIR PRIZE 

3 OUT OF 6 

1.154326 

Si 0X0 

TonLmaa tori, nos value i 

_ 1,217.085 540,390.104.20 | 
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r!anarffa n Overseas Mattering 
Bax48120,595 Burrard Street, 

Vancouver, B.C. V7X1S4 Canada 
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Order Today! 

Mark six numbers on each board 
(at right) you wish to play. 



PICK YOUR PLAN - Check (✓) only one 
box below next to foe option of your choice. 
ALL PRICES IN U.S. DOLLARS. 


FREE BONUS ► 
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10 WEEKS 
(20 DRAWS) 

1 Board □ $45. 

2 Boards □ $90. 

3 Boards □ $135. 

4 Boards □ $160. 

5 Boards □ $225. 

6 Boards G $270. 


25 WEEKS 
(52 DRAWS) 

□ $ 112 . 

D $225. 

□ $337. 
D $450- 

□ $562. 

□ $675. 
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62 WEEKS 

(104 DRAWS) 

□ $225. 

□ $450. 

□ $675. 

□ $900. 

□ $1125. 
□$1350. 


Address. 


Telephone: (. 


□ I have enclosed a Cheque/Bank Draft ii 
or please charge my. □ Visa ~ 


. Fax: C_ 
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Credft Card Nunber 
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Programs on JTV 
from 22-28 June 
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English programs 

SATURDAY 

3:00—Moo min 
3:30—Pumpkin Patch 
4:0(1—Blue Heelers 
4:40—Big Brother Jake 
5:00—European Championship 
7 -JO—News Headline 
7 J5—The Tor kelsons 
8:00—Album Show 
8:55—Our Planet, Our Earth 
9 : 10 —Miami Vice 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Film: A Haz¬ 
ard of Hearts, starring, Diana 
Rigg and Edward Fox 

SUNDAY 

3:00—The Mask 
3 JO—Mac and Mutiey 
4:55—News Flash 
5:00—European Championship 
6:45—Varieties 
7:00—French Program 
7:30—News Headline 
7 J5—Cinema, Cinema 
8:00—American Chart Show 
8:45—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
9:10—Black's Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Counterstrike 
11:15—Short Story Cinema 
11:50—Nelson’s Column 

MONDAY 

3:00—Bonkers 
3 JO—Richie Rich 
4:00—Animals of the 
Mediterranean 
5:00—News Flash 


5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—The Nanny 
8:25—Rock Around the 
World 

9:10—100 .Years of Capital¬ 
ism in Korea 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

13:10—Hawaii 5-0 
12:00—Matlock 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Iris, the Happy 
Professor 

3:20—Captain Planet 
3:45—The Bob Morrison 
Show 
4:30—Alf 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
8:25—Deep Probe 
Expeditions 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: For the 
Love of Aaron, starring, Mere¬ 
dith Baxter and Mathew 
Walker 

11:50—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Iris, the Happy 
Professor 

3:30—The Flinlstones 
3:45—Bill Nye, the Science 
Guy 

4:20—Kelly 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs' 

6:00—European Championship 



Madonna in Album Show, on Saturday at 8.-00 pm 


8:10—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 
11:10—Airwolf 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Double Dragon 

3:30— NBA 

4 JO—Pirates 

5:00—French Programs 

7J5—Carol and Company 

8:00—Tara lata 

9:10—Star Trek 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—-Feature Film: Crystal 

Heart, starring, Lloyd Bochner 


and Simon Andrew 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Iris, the Happy 
Professor 

3:20—Pebbles and Bam- 
BamShow 
3:45—Bush School 
3:55—Gillette World Sports 
4:20—The Crystal Maze 
5:00—French Programs 
7:35—Growing Paris 
8:00—Nasty Boys 
9:10— The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: Ver¬ 
tigo, starring lames Stewart and 
Kim Novak 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN£AIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devam moi 
5J0—Jeux 

Quc le meillcur gagne 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
«Perou» 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devam moi 
5 JO—Jeux 

Que le mcilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoytf special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins aiumes 
Ordy 

5:15—Divertissement 
L'Scole des fans 
* Pierre Bachelet*> 
6:00—Magazine 
Thalassa 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 


5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devam moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Savoir plus sanuS 
a Comment vaincre 
1‘ hypertension* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ifshuai'a 
’’Greenpeace » 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—Serie 

Simenon 
« Ceux de la soif» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports ei musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dess in anime 
5 JO—Varietes 

Le monde cst a vous 
•Serge Regiani• 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuai'a 
8:00—Vari£t£s 
Tara tala 

•Lenny Kravirz* 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—Film 

«Drote d’oiseau* 

7:00 —Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la term 


| Programs are subject to change by JTV | 
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ACROSS 
1 Ty, eta! 

6 Ounce part 
10 Afl — 

14 Sub 

15 Scottish 


42 Before 
scribe or 


16 ‘Beowulf,” 
for one 

17 March 
composer 

18 Stum eyeflst 
IS Cold cuts 
20 Start of a 

basebal 
fan's verse 

23 Pierrot 

24 Chit 

25 More o! 


34 Royal title 

35 -Shoe width 
38 Selma's 

* state: atfor. . 

37 Socted 

38 dans 

40 Analytic 
psychotoQls! 

41 WMs-tafled 
bird 


43 DentaJ 
school 
exam? 

44 More ol 
verse 

50 Bom 

51 Propel a 
shel . 

52 End of verse 

61 After first, 
second, and 
third 

62 River In 
Prance 

63 FelOve 
fabric 

64 Baaed bun 

65 Involved with 

66 Extreme 

67 Utile 
Women” 

68 Letter 
opener 

69 Smudge 

DOWN 
1 Apex 


2 Double-reed 

3 Promoter's 
event 

4 Before ball 
or board 

5 Formality 

6 Engine 
Inventor 

7 Ramble 

8 Afresh 

9 Uncomfort¬ 
able feelings 

10 Smudge 

11 Parrot 

12 Spleen 

13 Sour 

21 ■ Yes, Yves 

22 —Canals 

25 Plus Item 

26 TNTsfon 

27 Sturm und 

28 Fix, as 
prices 

29 One with 
Hansen's 
(teease 

30 Also 

31 Petrarch 


32 Of an arm 
bone 

33 SymboSc 
bird 

38 Globular 

39 Poet's 
preposition 

40 Glee 

45 Tangle up 

46 Souchong or 
congou 

47 Sottoquy 
start 

48 A Linden 

49 Place of 
darkness 

52 He married 
Jezebel 

53 Lasso 

54 Exude 

55 Biblical 
beasts 

56 Hammett 
hound 

57 Halcyon 

SB Formal 

procedure 

59 Pound the 
poet 

60 Endure use 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: You’re more sensi¬ 
tive than usual. Learn how to make 
lots of money out of a little. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Hit the 
books hard. Your research will pay 
off. A friend’s problem may mess up 
your plans. Don’t be mean, but help 
a friend accept reality. 

Taurus (April 2G-May 20). Check 
another income source. Get a friend 
to help with your research. Attend a 
meeting and plan a trip with friends. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Replenish your savings by taking on 
extra work for an older person. Stand 
up to a narrow-minded bigot and you 
may make a convert 

Cancer (June 22-Jnly 22). 
Confidential inquiries could lead to 
the answers you need. Ask questions, 
too, if you want to know everything. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Team 
activities take priority. A group deci¬ 
sion leads to action later. Finish a 
tough assignment even if you don't 
want to. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Help 
an older person stay on schedule. An 
expert can help you get needed funds. 
Your input's important at a club 
meeting. Contribute time, not money, 
to a worthy cause. 

Libra (SepL 23-OcL 23). Talking 
back to a supervisor could have dire 
consequences. Don't even think 
about ir. that one can read your mind. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re 
lucky in love but may lack funds. 
An old flame may want to rekindle. 
Obey a dictatorial manager nicely. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A 
contentious person could provide the 
answer. Keep a friend and a room¬ 
mate apart Sell something for much- 
needed cash. Obey an older person’s 
orders. 

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan. 19). Hours 
spent on a project will be rewarded. 
Don’t get sidetracked by superfluous 
data. If you get into a fight, get your 
friend to referee. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
may fall in love again. Daydreaming 
at work could cause giggles, so take 
care. If you need a challenge, ask for 
it. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). It may 
be hard to find a quiet place at home. 
Schedule a private consultation with 
your favorite counselor. Go ahead 
and fall hopelessly in love. You’ll 
have to work hard to keep up. 

If You’re Having a Birthday Hus 
Week: The work you do this year is 
the foundation upon which you’ll 
build your future. Do a good job. 
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PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 



ELWOOD by Ben Tfempleton & Tom Forman 
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CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 
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Jumble 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form four fTT 
ordinary words. 


1 KAQUE 
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WHAT TV£ WARPEN 
SOUGHT WHEN THE 
PRISONER ESCAPER 


Now arrange the circled letters to fom 
the surprise answer, as m g ya e d by 
the above mrwoa. 
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Suspicion breeds deceit. 

■ • • 

Human relationships are 
like art; not everyone has the 
same taste in people or paint¬ 
ings. 

• m m 

Character comes from con¬ 
quering weaknesses, not grat¬ 
ifying them. 


The greatest gift of all is 
that which is given with love 
and Sincerity- 


Success brings good repu¬ 
tation, and in turn, reputation 
spawns power. 


The human language both 
liberates us and shackles us to 
its limi tations. 
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Cinema 


•'DOUBLE HAPPINESS" (New Line, S95.92): Voted as 
Best Feature of the year at the Toronto International Him Fes¬ 
tival, writer-director Mina Shum’s largely Canadian produc¬ 
tion features Sandra Oh as a young Chinese woman wbo 
fin ds herself caught between her modem desires and ber her¬ 
itage. She fears dial if she follows ber heart, she’ll offend her 
devoted father, Stephen M.D. Chang also appears. *** (PG- 
13: AS,P) 

-FINAL EQUINOX" (Monarch, S92.95): A bizarre alien 
relic known as a “regenerator" becomes the object of a tife- 
or-death pursuit in this science fiction melodrama. To attain 
its objective of creating life, all existing life forms on Earth 
must be destroyed ... tut the object has been stolen, leading 
to an intense battle between forces of good and evil; Martin 
Kove ("Cagney & Lacey") and Joe Lara star. ** (Not rat¬ 
ed: AS, P V)" 

HELD*OVER: "V7RTUOS/TT' (Paramount, $99.12): 
Denzel Washington gets a formidable foe in this millenium- 
set thriller, in which he plays an ex-cop recruited to stop a 
rather unique villain ... a computer-generated fiend (Russell 
Crowe) who's an assemblage of 200 notorious mass murder¬ 
ers of the past, one of whom claimed the Lives of the Wash¬ 
ington character’s wife and child. Kelly Lynch also is 
featured. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

"HACKERS" (MGM/UA. $97.51): Another of the 
entries in the past year’s movie race into cyberspace, this sus¬ 
pense tale centers on a young computer expert (Jonny Lee 
Miller) with a bad reputation... a situation that makes him the 
ideal fall guy for a villain (Fisher Stevens) who plans to gen¬ 
erate a devastating oil spill via bits and bytes. Angelina Joffe, 
daughter of Jon Voight, and Lorraine Bracco co-star. ** 
(PG-13: AS, P, V) 

"RED SCORPION 2” (MCA/Universal, 
592.72): Jt was Dolph Lundgren the first time around, but in 
this action sequel, Man McColm ("They Live") inherits the 
role of the independent adventurer who has to cross interna¬ 
tional lines to complete his next mission successfully. Also in 
the cast are Michael Ironside — seen most recently on 
“seaQuest 2032" — John Savage and Jennifer Rubin ("The 
Crush").** (R: AS,P, V) 

COMING SOON: "ACE VENTURA: WHEN NATURE 
CALLS '' (Warner, March 12): Jim Carrey is back in action, 
taking his offbeat private eye character to Africa for new 
adventures. (PG-13) 

"THE BABY-SITTERS CLUB" (Columbia/TriStar, March 
12): Ann M. Martin’s popular series of books for youngsters 
gets live-action treatment here. (PG) 

"CLOCKERS" (MCA/Universal. March 12): Spike Lee’s 
drama focuses on a young drug dealer (Mekhi Phifer) whose 
brother takes a murder rap for him; Harvey Keitel also stars. 
(R) 

FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS, adult situa¬ 
tions; N. nudity: P< profanity; V, violence: GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 
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Bridge 


OFFER A CHOICE 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Both vulnerable. Nort h deal s. 

NORTH 
A A J 8 4 
5>AK73 
OQ5 
*Q84 


WEST 
*K3 
<7964 
0 10 7 6 4 3 
*972 


SOUTH 
A Q 7 6 2 
<282 
0 A8 

*AKJ53 


EAST 
A 10 9 5 
V Q J 10 5 
OKJ92 
*10 6 


West 

North 

East 

Pass 

1C? 

Pass 

Pass 

4NT 

Pass 

Pass 

6* 

Pass 

Pass 




South 

1* 

1* 

Pass 


Opening lead:' Four of 0 

If you can see that, left alone, declarer is likely to land the 
contract, do what you must to suggest a more attractive line. 
Here’s what we mean. 

We offer no apologies for the auction. Suffice it to say 
that this hand was dealt near the end of a team match in 
which North-South were trailing and North felt that drastic 
action was necessary to retrieve some earlier reversals. 

The opening lead set up a trick for the defenders that they 
would surely cash if they gained the lead while declarer was 
drawing trumps. Declarer won the ace of diamonds nr trick 
one and Jed a low trump, finessing the jack. 

Had East followed routinely with the five, the rest would 
have been automatic — and painful for East-West. South 
would have cashed the ace of trumps to drop the king, drawn 
the remaining trump and then cashed five clubs for a dia¬ 
mond discard. In ail, declarer would have scored four trump 
tricks and a ruff, two hearts, one diamond and five clubs to 
land the contract with an overtrick. 

. This, however, was an expert game, and East dropped the 
nine without blinking an eyelash. Now declarer had an 
option — playing East for the bare 10 9 instead of a false 
card from the actual holding, and there was no way of telling 
which. Mathematically, there is little to choose between the 
two lines, but at the table, declarer came to band with a club 
and led the queen of spades — down one! 
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Never expect 
anyone but yourself 
to keep a secret. 
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Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


Poar le 14 juittet, 
le Star vous ouvre ses pages. 

Un supplement special enfrangais 
sera realise a Voccasion de la fete 
nationale de la France . 

Vne place specude est reservee aux 
entreprises souhaitant profiler de cette op¬ 
portunity pour faire de la publicise. 
Pour tout renseignement, 
contactez Olivier Bras au Star. 

Tel: 645 380 ou 652 380. Fax: 648 298 


SELON 




La femme en Jor- 

danie a beaucoup de mferite. 
Mais {'organisation de noire 
socifete la dfevalorise et 
i’dcrase sous ITrdgdmonie de 
ceux qui soni contents de 
pouvoir exercer leur autoritfe 
et leur virilite, masquant ain- 
si leur impotence culture! le 
et leur infertility intellec- 
tuelle. 

Une majority de Jorda¬ 
niennes se bat sans relache 
pour s'affirmer, et obtenir 
l'indfependance de la femme. 
Parents et patrons resrent ce- 
pendant rigides et demeurent 
rfiti cents k Temploi des 
femmes dans certains do- 
m nines en pretendant 
qu'elles rioni pas ies capaci¬ 
ty requises. 

La Royale lordanienne 
(RJ) a franchement peu 
d'excuses pour negliger et ig- 
norer nos jeunes Jorda¬ 
niennes en leur coupant ies 
ailes. Les clients de la RJ 
peuvent en effet constater 
que ies «h blesses jorda¬ 
niennes* ont peu de choses 
en commun avec le physique 
moyen-oriental, se croyant 
plutot k bord d'un avion de 
Swissair. 

Si la femme jordanienne 
arrive aujourd'hui a Sire pre¬ 
sente partout, le Jordanien 
moyen a du mal k accepter 
que sa Rile deserte la maison 
pour coucher k Paris entou- 
n5e -d'fetrangers*. d'autant 
que les pilotes ont une repu¬ 
tation de redoutables 
«chauds lapins". De son 
c6tfe. la compagnie nationale 
pretend que ies Jordaniennes 
boudent ce metier. Mais 
comment peut-elle expiiquer 
que le salaire offert aux Jor¬ 
daniennes atteigne le tiers de 
celui paye aux Irkandaises? 
Une hdtesse iriandaise en- 
caisse en effet tous les 28 du 
mois le salaire d'un pilote de 
ligne jordanien. 

L'autre prfitexte derrifere 
lequel se cache la RJ porte 
sur la taille des Jordaniennes. 
Trop petites. el les ne pour- 
raient pas faire ce travail! II 
ne semble pas pourtant que 
les blondes aux yeux bleus 
venues du froid et tnfes 
chores aux yeux des diri- 
geants de RJ aient la taille 
des dan sen ses du crazy- 
horse. Et par ailleurs, nos 
fiquipes de basket-ball ne 
comptent que des basanfees. 

On ne peut pas nier Le fait 
que les Moyen-Orientaux 
aient une preference pour le 
dfehanchement des blondin- 
eues dans Ies couloirs fe crofts 
des Airbus. Mais ceci ne doit 
pas etre une raison pour dis- 
crfidiler nos filles. 

Avant de rejeter tous les 
torts sur leur dos, qu'on pro¬ 
pose aux Jordaniennes des 
salaires dignes et fequitables! 
On les lapidera ensuice si 
el les sont vraiment inffe- 
rieures aux autres. 

Nos hotesses brunes in- 
compdtcntes. dont la RJ a 
home, nous reconfortent 
avec leur joli sourire et leur 
accueil chaieureux lore des 
longues heures de retard in¬ 
cessant qui tfemoignent du 
peu de respect de la RJ k 
regard de ses clients. 

Cenaines de nos filles one 
peut-fetre le vertige. mais le 
complexe de superiority as- 
socifi h retroitesse du champ 
de vision des dirigeonts de la 
RJ. dont la brillame gescion a 
engendrfe plus de trois mil¬ 
liards dc francs de dettes 
com pro me ctent ('image de 
marque du tourisme national 
et l'avenir de jolies Jorda¬ 
niennes k qui il ne manque- 
rait. sois-disant. que 
quelques centimetres.■ 

Suhail AJ Sweis 

RectiScatif 

La redaction du Jour- 
dalo s’excuse auprfes de 
ses lecteurs d’une regret¬ 
table erreur qui s’est glis- 
sfee ilaw le «Sdoa mob* de 
la semaine demiere. D 
s’agissait en effet de «la 
vague de violence eontn 
les touristes en Egypte et 
en Turquie*, et non «en 
Egypte et en Jordanie.* 


Portrait 


Un sommet arabe pour la paix 

• Avec l'anno nee dimanche de la participation du prSsident 
soudantus Omar el-B£chir, le sommet arabe prSvu les 2« et 23 
join ait Carre devrtdt n£unir20 des 22 membres de la Ligue 
arabe. Seuls deux pays n'ont en effet pas £t£ invites dy 
participer, la Somalie et VIrak. 

C f est la premibre fois depuis le mois d’ao&t 1990 et /'invasion 
du Kowett par VIrak qu ’un sommet arabe rassemble autant de 
participants. 

Son but est de difinir un front commun pour soiitentr le 
processus de paix au Afoyen-Orient aprbs Selection du Premier 
ministre israflien Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Yasser Arafat (noirephoto) a diclarf qu’il espiraU qu e les 
dirigeonts arabes reconneStrodent, a Voccasion de ce sonunet, 
officieUement un Etat palestinien avec pour capitate Jerusalem. 
Ce serait alors la premibre fois qu’un sommet arabe recommit 
un Etat independent en Cisjordanie et dans la bande de Gaza. 

Enseignement 



Une femme prend la robe La bibliotheque se livre 


A peine un peu plus de 10% du barreau jordanien, les femmes ju- 
ristes comptent depuis dimanche dans leurs rangs une magistral 
Taghrid Hikmat. Portrait d’une militante qui se bat depuis plus de 
trente ans pour I’egalite des droits entre les hommes et les femmes. 


Le «sexe faible» a 

finaJernent rfeussi k se faire une 
place au sein des trois pouvoirs 
du rdgime cons ti tut ionnel jorda- 
nlen: aprfes Vexfecutif et le Ifegis- 
latif, une femme rejoint le pou¬ 
voir judiciaire. Depuis diman¬ 
che dernier, la magistrate Tagh¬ 
rid Hikmat a pris ses fonctions 
au sein du ddpartemem gou- 
vememental du Trfesor. Astu- 
cieuse. habile et pers6v6rante, 
cette avocaie de 51 ans rfcohe 
ainsi le fruit des nombreux ef¬ 
forts qu'elle a ddployfis pour ar- 
river au pouvoir. 

Les nombreux obstacles que 
Ton a mis sur son chemin n'ont 
pas suffit 'a la d&ourager, et 
elle a Rni par £tudier la mad&re 
dont elle i€vait Slant enfant. 
«Apres le hoc, dans les armies 
soixanle, j‘ai eu une bourse 
pour continuer mes etudes d 
Beyrouth. A cette epoque, l'idle 
de laisser une fille partir au Li- 
ban, +La suisse du Moyen- 
Orient+, etait tout a fait uiac- 
cepi able.» 

Elle est alors entrte au min- 
istftre de I'Education en JonJa- 
nie, s’inscrivant en mbme temps 
Si l'Universitfi de Danias pour 
fitudier le droit par correspon- 
dance. 

En 1982, elle commence a 
exercer la profession de jurists 
aprfes 17 anndes passes au 
Ministbre de TEducation. *Le 
debut de ma carriers de juriste 
n'etaii pas difficile. J'ai integri 
le cabinet juridique de mes 
frtres specialist! en affaires civ- 
iles et commercialese. 

Alors que la constitution de 
Jordanie considfere les deux 
sexes £gaux devant la lot, Tagh¬ 
rid Hikmat constate que seule 
dans une soci€t£ masculine, la 
femme ne peut jamais se hisser 
en haut de l'echelle sociale. 
* Dans une telle socilti domi¬ 


nie par des us et c outumes el 
des conceptions d'un autre age. 
la femme na pas la mime place 
que I'homme dans I'orga- 
nisatian du trenail, simplement 
parce qu'elle est une femme*. 

« Personnellemem, j'ai eu le 
courage de poser ma candida¬ 
ture au Conseil juridique. J'ai 
eu ensuile la chance d'etre 
choisie parmi quatre autres 
aiocates*. Elle a aussi b£n£fi- 
ci£ de I'appui politique des sec- 
teurs le min isles qui luttent pour 
]'accession des femmes b des 
postes de responsabi!it£s dans 
ce pays. Mais elle a surtout dQ 
prouver ses capacity. 

«£n I960, il n’y awit que 
quatre avocates en Jordanie, 
qui jouissaieni eUes-mime A 
peine de leurs droits. Comment 
pouvaient-elles alors dlfendre 
le droit des autres femmes! De 
plus. I’image de la femme 
n'iiaii pas celle des annees SO. 
En fait, au cours des vingt der- 
nieres armies, elle est devenue 
cultivee, a realise qu'elle pos- 
sedait des droits en tanl que 
femme et en tant que citoyenne, 
et elle a pu s'affirmer devant 
I’homme». 

Pendant toute cette ptfriode, 
la femme s'est employee k con- 
vaincre I'homme qu'elle n’&ait 
pas sa rivale mais bien sa parte- 
naire. 

«Les privileges que rlcla- 
meni glneralement les associa¬ 
tions flministes era mineni des 
charges suppllmentaires pour 
les femmes. A coil de ses re- 
sponsabilitis professionnelles. 
elle a celles du foyer.* Une sit¬ 
uation que connaft bien Taghrid 
Hikmat, elle meme marine k un 
offtcier k la retraite et mfcre de 
trois enfants. 

•(Pour permettre t'lgalUl en¬ 
tre la femme et I'homme, la loi 
doit prlvoir des aides pour la 



A 51 ans , Taghrid Hikmat est la premikre femme a occup- 
er les fonctions de magistral en Jordanie. 


Sivttenir, telles que la securitc 
sociale . le conge de maiemi- 
te.... li ne s'agit pas de la gdter. 
car e'est autant pour elle que 
pour ses enfants!» 

Taghrid HikraaL qui est aus¬ 
si rapporteuse du Comitg na¬ 
tional du rassemblement des 
femmes fondd par la Princesse 
Basina, souligne l'importance 
du r61ejou6 parceComitg. «La 
femme, et surtout celle qui vil 
hors de la capitale. n'a pas en¬ 
core acquis ses droits. Le Co¬ 
mite fait beaucoup d'efforts 
pour expiiquer aux femmes ra¬ 
mies leurs droits legaux et ci- 
viques cn organisam des reun¬ 
ions. Ce Comite a deja reussi a 
obtenir la reforme de plusieurs 
lois pour ameliorer la condi¬ 
tion de la. femme, mais il lutte 
toujours pour que la femme ob- 
tienne les memes droits.» 

Un des points les plus impor- 
tants de cette lutte conceme 
1'application des lois. 
* Legale me nt. des droits exis¬ 
tent, mais le plus important, 
e'est leur application dans la 


Decouverte 


Quatre Beiges racontent leur histoire 

Amateurs de voyages, quatre Beiges se sont lances voila une dizaine 
de mois dans un voyages Bruxelles-Saigon en voiture, a bord de 
deux vieilles «2 CV» Citroen. Une epopee au cours de laquelle 
its ontjoue «les bdtisseurs de reves» et les «jumeleurs d'ecoles». 


Si la liaison Pans- 

Dakar n'lvoque plus au- 
jourd’hui beaucoup Taventure 
mais bien plus une course folle 
oil des pilotes ont k peine le 
temps d'apercevoir les pays 
qu’ils traversenL le trajet Brux- 
elles-Dakar est iui plus surpren- 
ant Un parcoure que quatre 
Beiges ont d£cid£ de suivre. 
Non pas 3 bord de bolides rad¬ 
iants. mais avec deux «2CV 
breaks, des Aca 400. qui atteig- 
nent piniblement les 60kms/ 
heure. 

Le pro jet initial de ces quatre 
aventuriers «5tait de relier Brux¬ 
elles k Saigon en dix mois, puis 
d'alrandonner leurs vlhicules au 
Vietnam pour rentrer en avion 
en Belgique. Mais ils ont dQ 
adapter leur pdriple aux diffiSr- 
ents obstacles douaniere. Aprfes 
avoir perdu beaucoup de temps 
& la fronti&re soudanaise dans 
I'espoir d'obtenir des visas, ils 
ont Rnalement d£cid£ de mettre 
le cap par la mer sur Akaba. 
*Nous avons com-plitemeni d£- 
mont£ les voitures & Djibouti 
pour les faire lenir dans un 
conteneur». explique Serge. 26 
ans. Apres une joumde de 
«reconstnictiom*, ils ont ensuite 
continue leur voyage dans le 
Proche-Orient, avant de pren¬ 
dre un avion pour I'Asie. Les 
voitures sont elles restees deux 


mois dans la capitale jorda¬ 
nienne. Ils les ont retrouvges au 
d6but du mois de juin pour 
prendre cette fois la direction 
du retour, via la Syrie. le Liban 
puis ('Europe de I'Esl 

«Nous n'avions pas du tout 
privu de rentrer avec nos vni - 
lures. Mais en fair, e’est tres 
bien pour beaucoup d'eleves 
beiges qui ont suivi pendant dix 
mois les aventures de +Palu+ 
et +Nh’a+, nos deux voitures» 
explique Thomas, 26 ans. Tout 
au long de leur voyage. Ies qua¬ 
tre routaxds ont en effet public 
un journal, L'icole buisson- 
ni&re. qui raconlait leurs aven¬ 
tures. En Belgique, des amis & 
eux se chargeaient de mettre en 
page les photos et les textes 
qu'ils recevaient par modem, et 
de dUtribuer ce journal dans de 
nombreuses dicoles. 

Une trentable de 
jam el ages 

Le but de ce voyage dealt 
aussi de jumeler plus d une 
trentaine d'dcoles primaires 
beiges k des dcoles franco¬ 
phones. Des jumelages rdalisds 
surtout avec des pays d'Afrique 
de I'Ouest. mais aussi au 
Tchad, au Vietnam, au Cam- 
bodge ct au Liban. 

Cette balade en voiuire aura 
amend ces quatre voyageure & 



Entre Bruxelles et Amman, ces quatre amateurs de voya- 
geurs ont parcouru plus de 27 000 kilometres en voiture. • 



Aussi utiles sur la route que pendant le bivouac, les deux 
*2 CV» ont tenu le coup jusqu’au bouL 


traverser une trentaine de pays 
et k parcourir des milliere dc- 
kilomfctres de piste. Les crevai- 
sons ont bien sur 6td fre¬ 
quences. Mais jusqu'3 Amman, 
ils n’ont pas connu de gros 
probifemes mdcaniques. alors 
que leurs voitures ont chacunc 
plus d'une vingtaine d'anndes. 
Le fait de voyager t bord de 
ces ^anciquit£s». leur a en fait 
ouvert pas mal de ported «// y 
a beaucoup de vieilles voitures 
d'occasion qui circulent en 
Afrique* explique Marc. *Mais 
ies nfitres fiusaient rire les gens 
car elles etaient encore plus 
vieilles que les leurs. Certains 
ont propose de nous les achet- 
er. peasant que s'ils avaienr eti 
capables de venir de Bruxelles, 
elle pouvaient . bien router en¬ 
core un bout de temps r « 

Tous les quatre sont unan- 
imes pour dire que le secret des 
passages de frontifere est cres 
simple: avoir le sourire et sc 
montrer patient. Une rccette qui 
leur a permis de se rendre prati- 
quemerit partout oil ils le sou- 
haitaient et d’y recevoir bon ac- 
cueiL. 

Selon eux. e’est-d'ailleure en 
Jordanie qu'ils opt dtd les mieux 
regus et qu'ils ont rencontrd le 
moins de difficultds pour ac- 

complir dIfTdrent.es demarches 


administratives. • - 

Ils ramfenem de cette experi¬ 
ence de nombreux souvenirs, et 
aussi pas mal d'images. Thom¬ 
as Couplet et Marc Debacker, 
qui ont tous deux une forma¬ 
tion de cameraman, rcntrent 
avec beaucoup de photos et de 
nombreuses heures de bande vi- 
d£o. Serge, le frfere de Marc, dt- 
ait lui responsable de leur publi¬ 
cation itindrame. Quant k 
Bruno Dc Ponthier. 42 ans. il 
s'est lui plus particuliferemem 
occupd de l'aspect pddagogique 
de cc projet. Instituteur en Bel¬ 
gique. il a nsncontrd ses com- 
pagnons de voyage par le biais 
d'une -petite, an no nee. 11 avait 
envie de Faire une coupure 
d’une anndc dans son travail ct 
s'esL laissd tenter par l'aventure. 

Pour tous les quatre, le retour 
. en Belgique reprdsente une 
nouvelle aventure aprfes dix 
mois de vadrouille. Attendus 
dans le petit village de Mont 
Saint Gulbert le 26 juin k l lh. 
Hs vont mettre Fin k leurs activi¬ 
ty dc ocbjUisseurs de rfeves et de 
jumeleurs d'6coles». Du moins 
jusqu'au proefiain projet de 
voyageJI 

Olivier Bras 


Si des milliers d’etudiants passent chaque jour de¬ 
vant la bibliotheque de Vuniversite de Jordanie , 
beaucoup oublient de s’y arreter, passant ainsi a 
edti d’un lieu renfennant de nombreuses richesses. 


pratique*. 

11 est incontestable que les 
quelques femmes choisies dans 
le passd pour occupcr des 
jxjstes & responsabilitds ont 
prouve leurs capacitds. Et ce 
depuis 1978, lonque lnaam Al 
Mufti a dtd la premifere femme 
k dire a la tete d’un ministfere. Ie 
ministfere du Ddveloppement 
social. -Les Jordaniansparlent 
toujours de quota pour les 
femmes au Parlemcnt. Vne 
idde que je refuse de peur 
qu'elle ouvre la porte a des 
personnalitis non qualifies. 
Cependant, il nous faut peut- 
itre accepter cette idee pen¬ 
dant une ou deux sessions par- 
lementaires. jusqu’a ce que la 
sociite accepte progressive- 
. ment la presence de la femme 
dans la viepolitiquc.* - 

Selon Ies prinripes de Tagh¬ 
rid Hikmat. le changement lent 
et progressif s'avfere en effet 
toujours plus efficace, et plus 
durable.! 

Oroub el Abed 


nature politique, et seuls cer¬ 
tains fetudiants ont le privilfege 
de les manipuler. 

La deuxifeme pone protfege 
elle des ouvrages beaucoup; 
moins sensibles. A s'agit en fait 
de livres assez vieux. ou 
d'excmplaires uni-ques. Une 
collection hfetferoclite parmi la¬ 
quelle se cachent des publica¬ 
tions en Iran pais, certaines da- 
tant de la Rn du sifecle dernier. 

Un nouveau batiment 
a I’dtude 

La bibliotheque n'est pas 
simplement rfesen’fee aux etudi- 
ants. Elle est ouverte ir tous, 
contre un abonnement annuel 
de 10 dinars, auxquels 
s'ajoutent une caution de 50 di¬ 
nars. 

Son Rnancement est assurfe 
par 1'um'versitfe qui prend aussi 
en charge le salaire des 112 em¬ 
ployes y travaillant. Malgrfe un 
budget assez serrfe. elle envis¬ 
age aujourd'hui de proefeder fe 
diffferemes' transformations. 
Elle compie informatiser son 
systfeme d'archivage. En met- 
tant des consoles informatiques 
ii la disposition des utilisateurs. 


elle leur permettra ainsi de $a- 
voir rapidement oil se trouye un 
ouvrage, ou, par exemple, de Le 
rechereher i partir du nom de 
son auteur. L'introduclion d'un 
systfeme ^barre-codes^ est lui 
aussi k 1’fetude. 

Mais le projet principal con¬ 
cerns Yagranbissemenl de Ja 
bibiiothfeque. En 1997, un nou¬ 
veau b&timeni devrait voir le 
jour, juste k cckfe de 1‘actuelle 
bibiiothfeque pour un cout esti- 
mfe 1 environ 250 000 dinars. 

La bibiiothfeque a en faitdu 
mal k se faire connaJtre auprfes 
de ses principaux destinataires, 
les etudiants. Beaucoup se con- 
tenteni en etTet d'utiliser ies 
photocopieuses installecs au 
sous-sol sans prendre le temps 
de s'intferesser aux richesses 
qu'elle conlient «Beaucoup 
d’itudiants n'ont pas la curiosi¬ 
ty de lire*, explique un des em¬ 
ployes. "Les salles ne sont 
pleines qu'au moment des exa- 
mens». 

Une epoque ou la bibiiothfeque 
perd sa tranquillity habituelle 
pour se transformer en veritable 
ruche.! 

Han an Frige 


Constitute en 1.962, 

la bibiiothfeque de 1'universitfe 
de Jordanie abrite aujourd'hui 
pres de 229 000 livres en arabe 
et 219 000 dans diverges 
langues Ctrangferes. Un nombre 
impressionnam d'ouvrages re- 
partis sur trois fetages, dans qua- 
lorze salles diff&rentes. 

Plus grande bibiiothfeque de 
Jordanie. elle dispose de cer¬ 
tains atouts qui iui permeKent 
d'occuper une place importance 
dans le monde arabe. Elle est 
par exemple le seul centre de 
thfeses re group ant des travaux 
venant de toutes les univetsitfes, 
affiliees k 1'Union des universi- 
tfes arabes. On trouve ainsi au 
hasard des rayonnages cer¬ 
taines thfeses en frangais, rfedi- 
gfees par des fetudiants de 
1'universitfe Houari Boumfedifene 
d' Alger. 

Elle esc aussi fa seule k re- 
cueillir 1'ensemble des publica¬ 
tions de VOrganisation des Na¬ 
tions Unies. ' Uric 
documentation volumineuse 
classic pays par pays dans la- 
quelle sont aussi ardiivees les 
compte-rendus du Conseil de 
security. 

Au premier Stage, la salle ha- 
chfemite regroupe 1’ensemble 
des ouvrages s'intyressani.fe la 
Jordanie, avec une section sp6- 
ciale pour la famille royale. 

Juste k coty se trouve la pifece 
de la ville sainte qui rassemble 
toutes ies publications traitant 
du problfeme palestinien. Elle 
efitoie symboBquenient la sec¬ 
tion rfiservfee. aui Stiides hfe- 
braJques. -- 

Deux petites pones intri- 
guent le visiteur qui quitte la 
salle hachfemite. L'une rfelles 
donne accfes k «da salle inter- 
ditev. Pour y pfenfetrer. une au- 
torisation sp&iale est- neces- 
saire. Difficile de connaJtre 
exactement les secrets qu'elle 
renferrae. Les livres qu'elle Construite en 1962, la bibliotheque de Vuniversite de Jor- 
abrite sont pour la plupart de danie est la plus grande du pays. 

Societe 

Le football fait deborder les cafes 

Depuis le coup d’envoi de VEuro 9.6 donne le 8 juin dernier. les 
cafes de basse-ville connaissent une affluence record. Des ras- 
semblements qui ont lieu a chaque nouveau match de football. 

Les cafes de basse- 
viJIe ne dysemplissent pas de¬ 
puis une dizaine de jours. Dans 
un nuage de narguil£, les ran- 
gfees de chaises orientyes vers 
la tfelfevision se multiplient. 

Plusieurs fois par jour, tous 
les passionnfes de foot de la 
capitale se retrouvent pour as¬ 
st ster aux matchs du champion- 
nat d'Europe qui se dferoule ac- 
tuellement en Angleterre. Une 
telle foule pour des rencontres 
qui n'opposent que des yquipes 
europfeennes peut surprendre. 

Mais cn faiL Les Jonlaniens se 
passionnent pour le fooL peu 
iraporte la Compytition. Ils sou- 
haitent surtout voir -un beau 
spectacle, s'l'niferessam moins 
aux acteurs qui fevoluent sur la 
pelouse. 

Ils ont tout-de meme bien stir 
certaines preferences dans cet 
Euro-96. En gfenferal, les pays 
les plus proches de la Mfediter- 
ranfee sont les plus appr£cifes,. 
tels que l'ltalie ou I'Espagne. 

Cela dfepend aussi de la pre¬ 
sence ou non de joueurs 
dorigine arabe dans Ies 
fequipes. 

Ainsi, le Frangais Zinfedine 







Chaque nouveau match attire beaucoup d’amateurs de. 
football dans les cafes de basse-ville. 

Zidane jouit d'une grosse cote 'core dix jours, jusqu'fe la finale 


de popularity. H la partage avec 
son co-fequipier Christopbe Du- 
garry. Avec . la pronoritiation 
des commentaieurs locaux, son 
nom est en effeL devenu 
«Dougri)*, que I’on peut tra- 
duire par ^toul droit*. Peut-on 
rfever d’un plus joli nom pour 
un butcur? 

Cette : effervescence autour 
du ballon rond devrait durer en- 


prfevue le 20 juin. 

Les amateurs de football au- 
ront alors fe peine un mois pour 
se reposer, jusqu’aux phases feli- 
minatoires du Championnat 
d'Asie qui aurom lieu fe Amman 
entre la Jordanie, 1’Irak et le Pa¬ 
kistan. Une atmosphere encore 
plus chaudc en perspective! 

r ■ , 

Olivier Bras 




Vid4o 

Honunage a Kryzstof Kieslowski, cineaste polonais 
dfecede eri mais dernier. Ce n'est qu'apr&s vingt ans 
d'activieS que ce ryalisateur polonais" connalt une ve¬ 
ritable reconnaissance Internationale avec «La double 
vie de VSronique» en 1991. 11 devient ensuite un hote 
priviiygi4 de la France et se lance dans un tryptique, 
«Trois coulmrsi . " B len-Blanc- 

Rouge» (1993-1994) qui d6-. 
dine k symbolique de 
1789 (Liberty, Egalitg, Fra¬ 
ternity). 

«Bleu*, lkie partie de sa 
trilogie, le 24 juin a 20h au 
Centre culturel frangais. 



. Exposition 

Rafic Majzoub, jeune ar¬ 
tiste d'origine palesti- 
nienne, expose ses tdiles 
jusqu'au 27 juin au CCF- 

Cinema 

*My father the hero» avec 
Gferard Depardieu. V - 
Au cm6ma Plaza - en “ver¬ 
sion anglaise, sous-titrye, 
en frangais et arabe. _.-. 
Stances a 12h30, 15H30, 
17h00, I8h3d, 20&30, 
22h30.tel:677 : 420--;^ 


" ■ ~~[ •L : 7: -f-irZ -f.'Zr'.'rjrrhfAtxYfiX."-" 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 

661026/7 

Concord Cinema. 

.... 677420 

American Centre Library. 

820101 

Plaza Cinema. 

M923S 

British Council .. 

French Cultural Ccnue. 

Goethe Institute. 

- Cervantes Institute (Spanish). 

.636147/8 
....637009 
...641993 
.... 610858 

Philadelphia Cinema. 

Sports Clubs 
Al Hussein Sports City. 

. 634144 

... 667181/5 

- Turkish Cultural Centre .. 

.... 639777 


R10491 

Jtaya Arts Centre__ 

Y.W-C^k.-..... 

. 665195 

...641793 

Royal Automobile Club.. 

.815410 

1Y;W.M.A.. 

.... 664251 

■ Roval Chess Club. 

. 673713 

_Darai al Funon.. 

■ Alia Art Gallerv... 

—643252 
639303 

Royal Racing Club... 

09-801233 

Baladna Art Gallery.. 

....657132 



Nabil Al Mashini Theme 
Nabil A Hisham's Theatre. 

.... 675571 
....625155 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R-S.C.N.837931/837937 
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Diplomatic Corps 

i 


Algerian. 

641271/2 


673246/7 

Austrian. 

... 644635 

Bahraini .. 

.664148/9 

Brazilian . 

. 642183 


675683 

Bulgarian . 

.. 818151 

Canadian . 

... 666124 

Chilean . 

... 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons 

... 677559 

1 Czech .671S13/666135 

1 Danish Consulate Gen... 

... 603703 

(FinnishConsulate 824654/824676 

French . 

641273/4 


... 689351 

Greek. 

671331/2 


... 8)5614 

Icelandic Consulate. 

... 698851 


... 637262 


... 828911 


... 639331 

Italian. 

...638185 

Japanese . 

672486/7 


675135/S 


693101/3 

Lebanese .. 

.. 641381 

Moroccan . 

.. 641451 

1 Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.. 

636720 

North Korean . 

... 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 

644932/4 

Omani. 

... 686155 

Pakisiani. 

... 622787 

Palestine. 

.677517 

People’s Rep. of China .. 

... 666139 

Philippines... 

645161 

Polish. 

637153 


... 682666 

Romanian. 

... 667738 

Russian. 

.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian . 

814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons 

....861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate . 

...645312 

South Korean. 

660745/6 


....811194 

Spanish. 

614166/9 

Sudanese. 

644251/2 

Swedish. 

669177/9 

Swiss--.™.. 

686416/7 

Syrian-'.. 

641076 


.. (>71530 

Ttfnidaif. 

674307/8 

... 

J. 641251 

lUAjE: .. 643347/643341 1 


... 823100 

United States. 

... 820101 


... 642381 

EEC Delegation. 

. 668191 

ESCWA. 

694351/8 

ICRC. 

... 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 

668171/7 

UNRWA . 

... 607398 

UNICEF.—. 

.. 629571 

UNESCO.. 

.. 606559 

i _| 



Government Depts. 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.656111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture/ Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy &. Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.63632 J 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade...663191 

Information.641467 

Inlerior Ministry.66311! 

Justice.663101 


Labour.69® J 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning .644466 

Post & Communications .624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot..641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemenj.653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 
Balkan Airlines.665909 



694802 

British Airways . 

.... 828801 

Cathay Pacific. 

.... 628596 

China'Airlines. 

Cyprus Airways. 

Delta Air Lines. 

. 636232 

. 667028 

.643661 

Egypt Air. 

. 630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

Gulf Air. 

. 643341 

.... 653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 

.... 622275 

Iheria_ 6V7RT7/A14mfi 

Iran Air. 

... 622826 

Japan AirLines . 

.... 630879 

KLM ... 

677175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa...601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 
MEA.636104 


Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philltppine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines... 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police. 625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Iiulian-Al-Muhujrccn.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642262 

Khaledi Maternity. 644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.. 636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Ahdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.6661SI 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 


Pi3& 

■Hut 


St.: PUzj. CLsia 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 



FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL. 692696 


CARDENS ST 



“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
e\’ery kid’s meal” 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
r.-.t.-: u: Pizza Ha: 



Many Villas & Apancments. 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 8106U9- 
86561)5. Fax. 810520 
Ahdoun. Almnuhintcb Center. 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 
TeI:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 


JUST VISIT 


. Tel:6667 05 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar ...I." 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Inti.312426 

Miramar.314340 



Special offer 


From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza Tor Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 


Free Home Delivery 


MacraSLTet 862135 - 
Behind Jaber Center 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 





Beautv Institute 


O Facials 

O Body skin iniunn nt 
O Make-up 

O European manicures A 
nudicure 



V?:> r ‘7 1 C?.'”, 

£j 5‘ 'Lcrtdsd&l uAi 


7AM.T 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Skm-s 


t ■ 
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We save you more 

Mi 4 
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To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
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Cafe Restaurant 


Different 




<1*5 


.la few inir.iiir id: 64522v 
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Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 





THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


4lnwdliuh YlmurtauarahSt. 

Tti: SfcSi’V 


Professional Quality in 1 
Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get; 

*r JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
«r free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 


Shmeisani- Opp. Griiw- 

Pncre: r.'J4ij42 
5 ■. % cfah. ?li one i 2 3 39 i 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near AMiyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


a,^'T ‘ fa ’" 
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For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 



Walidja rarCo. 
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scace, csJ! 

The Best PIZZA 

cs a. 

in Jordan 


1 DINK- IN .TAKE AWAY & DELIVERY 1 


Meii'a st. Jab'r Trade Center 


r* 821938 
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The most deUcIoos 
Arabic Sweets 

i 

i 

All types of Bread 

i 

i 


Cakes & Pastries 

l 


Vs. 




PlZZAS. sj"-LLS 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 





IAIS CENTRE FOR MICE SEBVICES 


*Professional Drycleaning. 

*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 
*Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 



THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: nrnwirn-x-n-> 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique fi £ K 3 ]) H l- 1? ,'i 5.. k 
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Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


y 




JmyWii ( f.- 

1 carriage carriage RentaCar 





CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

Tel: 695180 


Fax: 682525 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




irakeh Auto Service CJenier^ 




we offen- 

^ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 
* Automatic & Manual car wash services * wheel balance maintenance ( 

v Oil Change \ B t su kes^ ; 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 ^ 




Not all “ cafe's “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 






Jq L3 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


! Al- Shmeisani\ Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 ® 
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The Internet and economic theory in publishing: 

Cyber-perspectives on 
old ‘paper cost’ issues 


By 3 a wad Abbassi 

Special to The Writer 

THE INTERNET has already 
made its profound impact on tel¬ 
ecommunications in the world. 
Its cost effective and reliable 
email has undoubtedly changed 
telecommunications 
forever distances no 
longer matter since an 
email to China costs 
the same as an email 
to the US. Traditional 
telex and fax services 
may virtually becom¬ 
ing obsolete as a 
result. 

Recently, the Inter- 
ent seems tn be also 
posing new chal¬ 
lenges to welt estab¬ 
lished theories on the 
economics of business 
operations. namely, 
the economies of scale 
and the law of dimin¬ 
ishing returns. 

The publishing 
industry is a brilliant example for 
this. In order to publish a maga¬ 
zine or a hook through die classi¬ 
cal paper manner, an initial and 
relatively high investment in pre¬ 
paring the color separation and 
the priming plates is required. 
Thus economies of scale have to 
be utilized to distribute the high 
cost over the bulk of issues pub¬ 
lished to reduce cost per unit. 

This works up to a certain 
limit when the law of diminish¬ 
ing returns kicks in. and the cost 
savings in printing more issues 
start to decrease undl a point 
beyond which the cost per unit 
would stan to increase again. 
The same law of diminishing 
returns also applies to distribut¬ 
ing the printed material. 


The Internet's World Wide 
Web— the latest introduction in 
the Internet which allows for 
attractive display of text, illustra¬ 
tions and pictures—has spurred a 
boom in Internet publishing. 

Already there are more than 
800 newspapers that publish 









electronic issues on the Internet 
in addition to a multitude of uni¬ 
versity brochures, advertisement 
leaflets and political manifestos. 

This boom in publishing on 
the Internet has focused the 
attention on the striking inappli¬ 
cability of old business economy 
theories, as represented by the 
very low cost of publishing on 
the'lniemet. All that is needed is 
a Web authoring software. This 
renders the need for economies 
of scale redundant as the low 
cost justifies publishing, even if 
the readership of any certain pub¬ 
lication remains low. More 
importantly, the Law of dimin¬ 
ishing returns almost disappears 
and Is substituted by that of 
increasing returns: There are no 


associated extra costs in a popu¬ 
lar web site's expanding its hits 
(that being the number of people 
who browsed the sitci in an 
exponential manner. 

Unlike in paper based publica¬ 
tions. electronic web publica¬ 
tions have no transporting or 
printing costs. On the 
Internet, the reader in Aus¬ 
tralia visits the site of. say. 
the Financial Times in 
London rather than having 
to" gel a printed copy 
shipped across oceans. 

The success story of 
software companies like 
Netscape—maker of the 
renowned Internet bros- 
wer—and id—maker of 
the Doom FI computer 
game—offer further evi¬ 
dence on the fading away 
of diminishing returns low 
on the Internet. These two 
companies—and many 
others—have virtually 
eliminated transportation 
and packaging costs 
through distributing their soft¬ 
ware on the Internet. In addition, 
the massive and almost free 
advertisement through their pres¬ 
ence on the Internet, have 
allowed these two companies to 
markedly increase distribution 
with almost no extra cost. 

One of software's brilliant fea¬ 
tures is the ability to produce 
perfect copies and to download 
them through the Internet. Thus, 
all that remains is to collect the 
price of the software copies; a 
process that requires serial num¬ 
bers—provided by publishers 
upon receipt of payment—to 
work with full potential. 

Looking once again at the 
publishing industry, the Internet 
and its modification of old theo- 


A project of learning and enlightenment\ from the West Bank: 

Birzeit University launches its 
site on the WWW 


ON 6 June 1996. Birzeit Uni¬ 
versity. located in the Palestin¬ 
ian West Bank, connected it's 
Webserver to the Internet. 
Within a few hours, the first hit 
was registered from a user at the 
University of Missouri. 

Despite thousands of new 
website launches every day. the 
Birzeit website is significant for 
a number of reasons. 

First, there is a very limited 
amount of Internet information 
coming out of Palestine, from 
Palestinian organisations, just as 
there is a limited amount of 
Internet information flowing 
from the South to the North. 

The Birzeit Website aims to 
be one part of the restoration of 
this imbalance. Secondly. Bir¬ 
zeit University is a leading Pal¬ 
estinian institution, known 
worldwide for its commitment 
to the principles of academic 
freedom and democracy. 

It’s website will reflect this. 
Also, as Palestinians are begin¬ 
ning to discover the power of 


the Web. some interesting pro¬ 
jects are certainly going to turn 
up. 

The Birzeit University Web¬ 
site is split into four sections. The 
first section offers brief informa¬ 
tion about Brrzeit University — 
Introduction. Historical Back¬ 
ground, International Relations. 
Courses and Programmes for 
Internationals, the Birzeit Cam¬ 
pus 3nd its Facilities. University 
Research Centres and other 
Community-related Pro¬ 

grammes. Student Life. Univer¬ 
sity Publications. Academic 
Requirements. Fees and Finan¬ 
cial Aid and the Academic 
Programme. 

It's second port is called 'Bir¬ 
zeit and the World Wide Web' 
and provides a brief history of 
information technology in Pales¬ 
tine, a look at Birzcit's Website 
development and where it is 
going. 

In addition, it provides infor¬ 
mation on the software used to 
create Birzeit's Website. Web 


training at Birzeit. notes on using 
the Birzeit Website and the peo¬ 
ple involved in the construction 
of the site. 

The third pan is 'Birzeit Uni¬ 
versity Arc lives' which offers 
Birzeit Newsletter Archive. Bir¬ 
zeit Human Rights Archive. Bir¬ 
zeit Photographic Archive and 
Friends of Birzeit University 
(UK).’ 

Coming soon arc Birzeit Press 
Release Archive and Birzeit 
Development Archive. 

Fourth is 'The Palestine 
Archive' offering information on 
Palestinian Architecture 

(RIWAQ). Palestinian School 
Education lEdNet) and a Per¬ 
sonal Diary. 

Funding is currently being 
sought for the Palestine Archive 
project. 

For more details, contact email 
address: pr<§'admm.birzeii.edu. 
You can check out Birzeit's site 
on the World Wide Web! at 
address http://www.bi rzeit.edu. 


Ideal Systems & STS hold 

hold a seminar on ‘Apple 
Multimedia' 

• In cooperation with Arab 
Business Machines iABMi. the 
regional dealers for Dubai-based 
Apple Computer, the two Jorda¬ 
nian Apple distributors— Ideal 
Systems and Specialized Techni¬ 
cal Services <STS>— held two 
seminars on how to best utilize 
the multimedia capabilities 
offered by Apple Macintosh. 

Mr Ghassan Bandali of ABM 
was the official who spoke at 
both seminars. 

The first seminar was on 
‘Multimedia for the Consumer 
Market - and focused on the soft¬ 
ware available and its ease of 
use. 


ries, can provide any local news¬ 
paper with the means to triple or 
quadruple its readership and 
expand its geographical stretch to 
almost any part of the world, 
through the simple step of elec¬ 
tronically publishing Us editions 
on the World Wide Web. 

In the case of Internet, the law 
of diminishing returns may as 
well be called the law of dimin¬ 
ishing barriers and costs. ■ 

Javrad Abbassi can be 
reached on email: 
abbassi @nete.contjo 


News update 


The second seminar was on 
'Professional Multimedia on 
Apple Macintosh' and covered 
the capabilities of advanced soft¬ 
ware packages like MacroMind 
to prepare impressive 
demonstrations. 

These seminars are part of 
ABM's efforts to highlight and 
re-affirm Apple's leading role in 
the multimedia market The 
attending audience was 
impressed by the comprehensive 
multimedia solutions on offer 
from Apple. 

At these two events. Ideal 
Systems and STS provided spe¬ 
cial price offers for Apple Multi- 
media bundles. 

SSC Internet Workshop 

• Special Systems Co. (SSC) 
is holding an Internet Workshop, 
as part of the company's training 
activities at its accredited Micro¬ 
soft Authorized Training Center. 

To register, contact Mr Mudar 
Bseiso at SSC on telephone 
664221 or email address 
SSCS'NETS. ComJo. 


Quality data analysis with 
SPSS 

• SPSS, the leading supplier 
of desktop statistical analysis 
tools worldwide, is providing a 
special offer and for a limited 
period ending 30 June. 1996, by 


which customer* will be able to 
purchase the SPSS package at 
£495. providing a saving of £200 
on the regular list price. 

Organizations may utilize data 
analysis to help make better deci¬ 
sions. Analyzing raw data leads 
to effective working knowledge 
and better decision making. 
SPSS claims to provide all the 
desktop analysis tools needed to 
access, manipulate and present 
your data. SPSS is available on 
standard interfaces such as 
Microsoft Windows 3.1. Win¬ 
dows 95. Windows NT. Macin¬ 
tosh and UNIX. 

For more information contact, 
your local SPSS dealer, or SPSS 
in the United Kingdom at 
telephone ++ 44 1 483 719200. . 

Newton Message Pad speaks 
to the Internet 

• With the growing trend to 
hook up all electronic devices to 
the Internet. Apple is introducing 
an Internet Kit for the Apple 
Newton, the company's popular 
Digital Personal Assistant 
(PDAI. The kit will be available 
to developers this month, and is 
expected to support a number of 
different communication proto¬ 
cols. With this development, 
PDA's will take one step further 
towards providing the complete 
functionality offered by desktop 
and notebook PCs. 
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It’s a small world after all 

ITS INTERESTING to find how the Internet has made the 
world a much smaller place for everyone, including Jordanians 
abroad. 

What brings about this thought are the many comments you 
hear nowadays from friends and families who live or study in the 
US. Europe or even Australia. 

“Yes. 1 read that Interface column of yours about ‘Internet in 
Jordan' last month!", stated a cousin of mine, who studies in the 
United States, but makes it a daily rit¬ 
ual to examine the contents of Arabia 
On-Line, the service at which The Star 
and Ad Dustour are available, pub¬ 
lished on a timely basis. 

As pleasing as that may be, there 
was something even more interesting 
that I heard from a friend the other day. 

She said that as a Jordanian student 
in the United Kingdom, she got all the 
information she needed from a news 
group, based in the United Slates 
called, Jordan News. 

Apparently, the news group adminis¬ 
trator found some of my Interface articles as befitting for inclu¬ 
sion in the news group round-up on several occasions. My friend 
was surprised and glad about that, and accordingly reported these 
incidents to me. 

This news group has been up and running for about two years, 
now. I have been told, it includes a well gathered brief of dip¬ 
pings from the Jordanian press. It's prepared by a Jordanian liv- 
ing in the United States and even provides chat zones and Forums 
for interaction among users who are mainly a mix of Jordanians 
living abroad and foreigners interested in Jordanian issues. 

How are these clippings received on time, well through the 
electronic editions of Jordanian newspapers, like The Star, of 
course. Also, ihrough the latest sites established by Peira. Jor¬ 
dan’s official news agency, and Al Rai newspaper. 

k seems that news on Jordan is so much easier to get hold of 
today, thanks to the Internet, than was the case just a couple of 
years ago. This is great news for Jordanians abroad. 

It's also great news for writers. It makes you feel that there is a 
whole world of readers out there. 

Gening back to my friend, she said that users on Jordan News 
were debating the Likud's election win in Israel during last 
month. What she didn’t know was that this was a raging debate 
among users on NETS, the local bulletin board service. Users on 
Jordan News and users on NETS arc unaware of the similarities 
in their debates. They are also, for technical reasons, held apart 
each in a separate on-line world of their own. 

There are. of course, rather simple methods to shift messages 
to and forth between an international news group and a local BBS 
service. But, they are not very practical methods, especially when 
compared to the openness and inter-activity that should be 
provided. 

Still, it would he really interesting if the opinions of ‘Jordani¬ 
ans outside' could mix more with 'Jordanians Inside'. Thai way. 
you would have more variety in discussions about local matters, 
on the one hand, and their would be important input on world 
issues from those abroad. That way. a message you post on a rela¬ 
tively small, local BBS in Jordan, could be seen by the whole 
world. Users from all over the globe can monitor your every 
move, and comment on it from tens of thousands of miles away. 

I'm sure this situation will produce even more of those ‘contro¬ 
versial’ articles published in international media, like the News¬ 
week and BusinessWeek articles published about the political 
views Jordanians have displayed on local BBS services. In any 
case, this is what Lhe Internet and the on-line world are all about, 
"bringing people closer to the source of information and providing 
much better dissemination of information. In a way, the Internet 
era makes you truly understand that maybe it’s really ‘a small 
world after all.’■ 

ZeiJ_Nasser& NETS.COM.JO. 
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Euro ‘96 

English teach Dutch a lesson 


ENGLAND'S SENSA¬ 

TIONAL 4-1 victory over the 
Netherlands on Tuesday gained 
it a berth in the quarterfinals of 
the European Championship, 
but the late goal by substitute 
Patrick Kluivcn got the Dutch 
there as well. 

France and Spain also made 
it to the quarterfinals while Bul¬ 
garia. which 
reached lhe 
World Cup 
semifinal 
two years 
ago. didn't 
advance. 

Before 

76.000 fans at Wembley. Alan 
Shearer and Teddy Sheringham 
scored two goals each to crush 
the Dutch. Shearer netted his 
first from the penalty spot in 
the 21st minute and then Eng¬ 
land scored three limes in a 10- 
minutc spun in the second half. 

Kluiverl. who entered the 
game 18 minutes from the end. 
scored five minutes later and 


that goal was enough to knock 
out Scotland, which downed 
Swiuerland I-Oat Villa Park. 

The Dutch and the Scots 
wound up tied in points and the 
Dutch survived solely because 
they had scored more goals in 
the Group A games. 

“We arc stili alive," a 
relieved Dutch coach Guus 
Hiddink 
said. 
''The 
English 
taught 
us a les¬ 
son in 
all 

aspects 
of the 
game 

—in defense, in offense. They 
had four or five opportunities 
to score and look most of 
them." 

Ally McCoist scored Scot¬ 
land's first goal of the champi¬ 
onship but it wasn't enough to 
put the team through for the 


first time in its history. 

France downed the Bulgari¬ 
ans 3-1 at Newcastle, with 
defender Laurent Blanc scoring 
the first goal in the 20th minute 
before he forced an own goal 
by Bulgarian striker Luboslav 
Penev in the 63rd minute. Sub¬ 
stitute Patrice Loko scored in 
the final minute. 

Hristo Stoichkov curled 
home a free kick for Bulgaria 
in the 68th minuic to make it 
three goals in three games. 

The result meant France 
stretched its unbeaten streak to 
25 games, which goes back to a 
World Cup qualifying game 
loss to the Bulgarians in 
November 1993. 

In another Group B game, a 
diving header by substitute 
Guillermo Amor with seven 
minutes to play gave Spain a 2- 
! victory over Romania, which 
already had been eliminated. 

Javier Manjarin gave Spain 
the lead after 11 minutes before 
Florin Raducioiu replied for 


Romania's first and only goal 
of the tournament in the 29th 
minute. 

Romania v. Bulgaria 
Romania confirmed that it will 
be lodging an official protest to 
UEFA about the ‘‘goaf they 
scored, but which was not 
given, during their 1-0 Euro 96 
group B defeat by Bulgaria 

on Thursday. An official let¬ 
ter of protest was handed to 
UEFA later on Friday, follow¬ 
ing meetings of Romania's soc¬ 
cer federation officials. 

The disallowed goal incident 
came after 31 minutes of 
Thursday's match at Sl Janies' 
Park when a powerful shot by 
Dorinci Munlcanu thundered 
off the bar and bounced down 
behind the line. 

Danish referee Peter Mikkel- 
sen and the linesman closest to 
the action. Henning Knudscn. 
both ignored claims by the 
Romanians that they had 
scored. Romanian midfielder 
Gheorghc Hagi led the protests, 
but they were waved away. 

If Romania had equalized at 
that time, it might have 
changed the shape of the game 
and helped them achieve the 
result they needed to stay in the 
tournament. 

‘The referee did not even 
consult the linesman and ! was 
astonished at this. It was amaz¬ 
ing that they did not think it 
was worth discussing or analyz¬ 
ing this incident." Hagi said. 

Denmark v. Croatia 

After a sobering 3-0 defeat 
by Croatia, the Danes were 
resigned to losing their hard- 
earned European crown.Ti's 
very difficult to talk about the 
quarterfinals when you have 
lost 3-0," said veteran play- 
maker Michael Laudrup on 
Monday. 

“Now we will play for our 
honor and go for a win so that 
we finish third with four points 
rather than last." 

Denmark, who surprised 
even themselves when ' they 
were crowned champions in 
Sweden in 1992. meet Turkey 
in Sheffield on Wednesday in 
their final Euro 96 group D 
match with only a slim mathe¬ 
matical chance of qualifying for 


the last eight. 

Goalkeeper Peter Schmei- 
chcl said he was disappointed 
with the Danish team's reac¬ 
tion to falling behind. 

“We were unable to shift 
from defense to attack." 
Schmcichel said. “Maybe 
we’re not good enough." 

Czechs v. Italy 

Czech coach Dusan Uhrin 
cancelled a scheduled training 
session and gave his players a 
day off on Saturday after their 
unexpected 2-1 Euro 96 victory 
over Italy on Friday. 

Italy's defeat threw group C 
wide open, but Urhin said it 
was not a complete surprise to 
him. “I expected the (Czech.) 
team to play much better than 
against Germany. Italy played 
just as they did against Russia. 
It depends on the other team 
what they allow Italy to do." 

The game was played before 
lively capacity crowds on a day 
in which Euro 96's gloomiest 
man was probably Italy coach 
Arrigo Sacchi. 

Roasted at home by the 
newspapers—and even by 
Mafia boss Salvatore Riina— 
for changing a winning line-up 
and losing to the Czech Repub¬ 
lic on Friday. Sacchi was left to 
ponder his team’s chances 
against favourites Germany on 
Wednesday. 

Uhrin said he was not afraid 
his team would lose their con¬ 
centration for the crunch game 
against Russia at Anfield on 
Wednesday. "There is loo 
much at stake," he said. 

He has to make at least one 
change in the line-up against 
Russia os captain and sweeper 
Miroslav Kadlec will be sus¬ 
pended after receiving a second 
yellow card. 

"We have three options at 
sweeper." he said, naming 
Lubos Kubik. Jan Suchoparck 
and Vaclav Nemecek. 

Germany v. Russia 

Favorites Germany beat 10- 
man Russia 3-0 on Sunday to 
virtually guarantee themselves 
a place in the Euro 96 quarter¬ 
finals. The win was their sec¬ 
ond of the tournament and rein¬ 
forced their position as leaders 
of group G 



16 June: Seattle Supersonic Shawn Kemp works to the basket between Chicago 
Bulls Michael Jordan and Luc Longley during fourth quarter action of game six of 
the NBA Finals at the United Center in Chicago. Illinois. The Bulls went on to 
defeat the Seattle Supersonics 87-75 to win the 1996 NBA Finals . 
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Alan Shearer scoring the opening goal for England from the penalty spot during the 
England v Holland Group A match at the 1996 European Football Championships at 
Wembley Stadium, London. 


Ross Kinnaird/ALLSPORT 


Matthias Sammer slid home 
the first in the 56th minuic 
after his initial shot had been 
blocked. Skipper Juergen Klin¬ 
smann became the first player 
to score in three successive 
European championships when 
he drove the second into the 
roof of the net in the 77th min¬ 
ute. He added his second in 
injury time. 

The Russians were reduced 
to 10 men in the 71st minute 
when Yuri Kovtun became the 
fourth man sent off in the tour¬ 
nament for ■ a late tackle on 
Dieter Eilts. The Russians, 
without a point from their two 
opening group C matches, had 
looked the more likely side to 
break the deadlock during the 
first half stalemate. 

Holland v. Switzerland 

Jordi Cruyff stepped out of 
the shadow of his famous 
father with his first interna¬ 
tional goal in the Netherlands' 
2-0 victory over Switzerland at 
Euro 96 on Thursday and won 
immediate praise from coach 
Guus Hiddink. 

Hie Barcelona player, son of 
former Dutch star Johan Cruyff 
who delighted fans with his 
silky skills in the 1970s. scored 
a fine second-half goal in only 
his fifth international to set the 
Dutch on their way to victory. 
,„Cruyffs 66th minute goal 
broke the deadlock in a tight 
game and allowed the Dutch to 


sparkle on a warm, summer 
evening. 


France v. Spain 

Jose Caminero ended 
France's winning streak at 10 
Saturday by scoring with five 
minutes to play to give Spain a 
1-1 tic. keeping the Spaniards 
in contention for a quarterfinals 
berth in the European 
championship. 

France was leading on Youri 
Djorkaefrs 48lh minute goal 
when Spain began pumping 
crosses into the French penalty 
area. 

Substitute Javier Manjarin 
pulled the ball back to Cami- 
ncro just outside the penalty 
area and the Ailctico Madrid 
midfielder fired a shot which 
brushed the fingertips of 
French goalkeeper Bernard 
Ljma on its way into ihc net. 

The French stretched their 
unbeaten record to 25 games 
but the tie means that the 1984 
mark of 12 wins by Michel Pla¬ 
tini's national team remains 
intact. 

Caminero’s 85th minute goal 
denied France the glory of 
gaining the first berth in the 
quarter-finals. Substitute Javier 
Manjarin turned the ball back' 
square into the middle of the- 
box and Caminero hit a rasping 
low drive past Bernard Lama 
just inside the left-hand post, 

France had gone ahead in 
the 48th minute through Youri 


Djorkaeff. He ran on to a beau¬ 
tifully flighted through ball by 
Christian Karembeu and 
steered the ball wide of goal¬ 
keeper Andoni Zubizarrcta. 

England v. Scotland 
Paul Gascoigne delivered the 
perfect riposte to his critics 
with a dazzling solo goal to 
seal England's 2-0 European 
championship victory over 
Scotland on Saturday. 

A cheeky fiick and first-time 
shot by the controversial mid- 
* fielder put the match beyond 
doubt and lifted England to the 
top of group A. England coach 
Terry' Venables was all smiles 
after Saturday's match as the 
victory virtually guaranteed the 
hosts a place in the last 
eight. 

After a dull first half. Eng¬ 
land took the lead with a 
headed goal by Alan Shearer in 
the 53rd minute. The match 
turned in three dramatic min¬ 
utes late in the game after Scot¬ 
land skipper Gary McAllister 

saw his 77th minute penalty 
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saved by David Seaman. •*' ' 

Still reeling from the disajv^ 
pointment of that miss, Scol ?V' : /;*' ^ 
land failed to cut out a Darren i- j ; 
Anderton pass to Gascoigne- •. • r^..j ; *i: 

He flicked the ball over 
Colin Hendry's head, n* 11 
around the Blackburn defender ■. ^ 

and drilled the ball past Andy v"' 

Goram for England’s second 
goal.B 
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